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Commission on Aging



Agency Description  XE "state department on aging"  

The Commission was created in 1993 by an act of the Connecticut General Assembly and the Governor as an independent, advocacy agency within state government for older adults.    In 2005, the Commission joined the four other similar commissions and became a legislative agency through Public Act 05-77.   

Sixteen citizen voting members, thirteen ex officio members, including state legislators and commissioners from state agencies, join the staff and other volunteers to enhance the quality of life of present and future generations of older adults in Connecticut.  

Their charge is to monitor the status of older adults, assess the impact of current and proposed initiatives, and conduct activities which help make it possible for them to lead healthy, safe and rewarding lives now and in the future. 

The Commission advocates on issues and programs including, but not limited to, health care, nutrition, housing, employment, transportation, legal assistance, civic engagement, and economic security.   

PREPARING FOR AN AGING STATE   XE "COA11400 12009" 
Statutory Reference

C.G.S. Section 17b-420

Statement of Need and Program Objectives

To study the status and well-being of the growing population of Connecticut’s older adults and to identify and seek effective programs, policies and legislation on their behalf.  To inform individuals and leaders of business, state and local government, the communications media, the General Assembly and the Governor of findings and recommendations and to perform activities that benefit older adults of today and tomorrow, as well as society. 

Program Description

The following summarizes some of the Commission’s major scheduled activities.  
The Commission: 

· Works directly with the state legislature, the executive branch and others to shape effective public policy. 
· Proactively advocates for and at the General Assembly’s direction, directs comprehensive studies on issues, such as long-term care, that impact older adults and at times persons with disabilities. 

· Develops and promotes legislative proposals and drafts and presents testimony before the General Assembly.
· Comments on state agency programs and works to foster a more effective, efficient, and coordinated delivery system.

· Reviews and comments on the policies and procedures, the budget, and the State Plan on Aging of the State Unit on Aging within the Department of Social Services.

· Analyzes demographic, economic, and service delivery trends in aging.

· Identifies and researches emerging issues.

· Proactively pursues innovative and effective strategies that help improve older adults’ quality of life.

· Issues an annual report.
· Serves on agency and interagency committees and works with diverse groups on the inter-relationship of issues that affect older citizens, their families and others.  
· Takes a leadership role in forming public/private-sector partnerships such as the Connecticut Elder Action Network and serves as the chair and manager for the Long-Term Care Advisory Council.

· Collaborates with the Planning Committee on the creation of the State Long-Term Care Plan.  
· Provides technical assistance to interested parties on relevant major initiatives.

· Conducts statewide forums and focus groups.
· Raises public awareness of issues affecting older citizens by developing and disseminating information about laws, programs, services, organizations and resources that assist older adults.
· Created and maintains, with the Office of Policy and Management and other public and private sector partners, a dynamic source of information and resources through the Long-Term Care Website.
· Responds to public queries.
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