
State of Connecticut 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES 

55 FARMINGTON A VENUE - 8TH FLOOR 

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105 

March 5, 2024 

HON. RICHARD N. PALMER, CHAIRPERSON 

PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICES COMMISSION 

Ms. TaShun Bowden-Lewis 
Chief Public Defender  

Re: Notice of Charges and Hearing 

Dear Chief Public Defender Bowden-Lewis: 

The Public Defender Services Commission (hereinafter "Commission"), in 
accordance with the authority vested in it by Connecticut General Statutes§§ 51-289 
and 51-290, and Policy 209 of the Division of Public Defender Services, Administrative 
Policies and Procedures Manual, and having reason to believe that just cause exists for 
your removal as Chief Public Defender, hereby summons you to a Hearing before the 
Commission on April 16, 2024 at 2:00 p.m. in the Legislative Office Building, Hartford, 
Connecticut, so that you may be heard as to why you should not be removed from office 
or subjected to any lesser sanction that the Commission may deem appropriate. 

Please be advised that you have the right to counsel, the right to testify, the right 
to present witnesses, and the right to present closing argument at the He·aring. If you 
wish, you may submit written responses to some or all of the Charges in advance of the 
Hearing. If you choose to do so, the Commission will ask you questions about those 
written responses at the Hearing. 

The Charges that form the basis of the Commission's belief that there is just 
cause for your removal as Chief Public Defender are set forth as follows: 

(1) Treatment of Attorney Erin Ryan

On August 2, 2022, the Commission appointed Attorney Erin Ryan as Director of 
the Division's Human Resources Unit. In a complaint that Attorney Ryan filed with the 
Commission, she alleged that you engaged in improper conduct toward her for the 
specific purpose of making her working conditions so intolerable that she would feel 
compelled to resign from her position. 

The Commission engaged the law firm of Shipman & Goodwin to investigate 
Attorney Ryan's allegations, and the report submitted by Shipman & Goodwin to the 




















































