
CHILD WELFARE LAW SYMPOSIUM 

3 CLE Credits  

MANCHESTER COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

MARCH 12, 2018 

Objective: Learn how children and families with disabilities are affected in common crossover 

substantive legal areas, including child welfare, housing and benefits, and examine ethical issues that 

may arise in representing these clients.  

AGENDA 

12:30-1:00 REGISTRATION AST Rotunda  

1:00-1:15 INTRODUCTION AND OPENING REMARKS AST Auditorium 

  Susan I. Hamilton, Director of Delinquency Defense and Child Protection, OCPD 

1:15-2:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

  A: HOUSING:  RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF LANDLORDS AND TENANTS           

   Room C210 

   Nilda R. Havrilla, Managing Attorney, Housing Unit, Connecticut Legal Services 

  B: EDUCATION:  ISSUES AFFECTING DISABLED STUDENTS IN SCHOOL AND HOW TO  

   RESPOND AST Auditorium 

   Agata Raszczyk-Lawska, Managing Attorney, Children at Risk Unit, Connecticut  

   Legal Services 

  C: BENEFITS OVERVIEW: HUSKY MEDICAL, SNAP FOOD ASSISTANCE, TFA AND SAGA 

   CASH Room C211 

   Kristen Hatcher, Managing Attorney, Benefits Unit, Connecticut Legal Services 

2:00-2:15 BREAK 

2:15-3:00 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

  A:  SOCIAL SECURITY/SSI DISABILITY: DEFINITION OF DISABILITY FOR CHILDREN AND 

   ADULTS, APPLICATION AND APPEALS PROCESS Room E202 

   John Spilka, Managing Attorney, Disability Unit, Connecticut Legal Services 

  



B: REPRESENTING CLIENTS WITH BEHAVIORAL HEALTH CHALLENGES IN CHILD 

PROTECTION PROCEEDINGS: LITIGATION STRATEGIES, STRUCTURAL ISSUES AND 

PRACTICAL CONCERNS AST Auditorium 

 

Josh Michtom, Esq., Assistant Public Defender, OCPD 

Bonnie Roswig, Esq., Senior Staff Attorney, Center for Children’s Advocacy 

3:00-3:15 BREAK 

3:15-4:30 PROFESSIONAL ETHICS: WORKING EFFECTIVELY WITH CLIENTS WITH DIMINISHED  

  CAPACITY AST Auditorium 

   Cindy Slane, member CBA Ethics Section and former QUSL faculty  

   Kathy Flaherty, Executive Director, Connecticut Legal Rights Project  

   Anne Louise Blanchard, Director of Litigation and Advocacy, Connecticut Legal  

   Services 

 


