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Human Trafficking: 
An Overview



Human Trafficking: 
Global Dimensions

Â 21 million victims 
worldwide

Â 75% are women 
and children

Â Reaps $150 billion 
annually for 
traffickers



Trafficking in the U.S.

Â Each year 14,500 -17,500 men, women, 
and children are trafficked across 
international borders into the U.S. 

Â These statistics exclude an estimated  
300,000 U.S. citizen children subjected 
to or at risk of prostitution.

Â 80% of trafficking victims in the U.S. are 
women and girls (U.S. State Dept). 



Profiling Traffickers

Â Organized crime rings
Â Family and community members
ÂñMom and Popò operations
Â Farmers and their employees 
Â Husbands and boyfriends
ÂPimps (ñDaddyò)
Â Diplomats and other wealthy compatriots
Â Madams and mama-sans
Â Former trafficking victims 
Â Internet auction blocks 



Child Sex Trafficking
in the U.S.

Â The average age of entry 
into prostitution for a young 
person is 13

Â 1,500 juveniles were 
arrested for prostitution 
across the U.S. in 2008; only 
600 were arrested for 
prostitution in 2015.

Â Females accounted for 76% 
of juvenile prostitution 
arrests.



Child Sex Trafficking

Â 450,000 young people 
run away from home 
each year. 

Â Up to 90% of these 
runaways will be 
commercially sexually 
exploited 

Â 1 out of 3 will be 
lured into prostitution 
within 48 hours of 
leaving home (Estes & 
Weiner).



Recruitment Sites of Trafficking

Â Schools

Â Parks, playgrounds, 

Â Convenience stores

Â Foster and group homes

Â Domestic violence shelters

Â Social media websites, 
telephone chat lines 

Â Streets, shopping malls,  
clubs 



Physical Sites of Trafficking 

Domestically sex 
trafficked girls are often 
forced by their pimps to 
ñwalk the trackò and 
beckon sex buyers in 
cars. They are at great 
risk of arrest. Their 
exploiters rarely face 
legal consequences. 



Physical Sites of Trafficking 

Hotels and 
motels are 
major sites of 
sex trafficking 
of adolescent 
girls.  Pimps 
control their 
victims through 
phone contact 
and are rarely 
visible.  



Cyber Sites of Trafficking 

Â National Center for Missing and Exploited Children: 

Â reports of online child sex trafficking increased by more than 
800 percent from 2010 to 2015 ñdirectly correlated to the 
increased use of the internet to sell children for sex.ò



Online Sale of Children

Â Backpage.com has usedteasers 
like ñAmber Alertò and ñLolitaò to 
signal that children are for sale.

Â After Congress accused 
Backpage.com of ñknowingly 
profiting from sex trafficking,ò it 
eliminated its ñadult servicesò 
section but similar ads are now 
running in its "dating" sections. 

Â The National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children says 
almost three quarters of reports 
of child sex trafficking are from 
Backpageads.

Mother and sex trafficked 
daughter from ñI Am Jane Doe. 



Push Factors and 
Victim Vulnerability 

Â Sexual abuse: an estimated 70 to 90% of people in 
prostitution experienced sexual abuse in childhood.

Â A legacy of racial discrimination: 52% of all juvenile 
prostitution arrests are of African-American children (FBI). 

Â Child welfare involvement: 50-90% of trafficked children 
have been in the child welfare system.

Â Lack of family support, e.g., with  substance abusing 
caretakers and/or in homes with family violence.  

Â Homelessness: 1 out of 6 endangered runaways reported to 
the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children were 
likely child sex trafficking victims.

Â Sexually nonconforming youth are especially vulnerable.



Pull Factors and Demand

Â Demand for cheap labor and products.

Â Demand for prostitution. 
Â Demand generates $32 billion annually
Â (UN Office on Drugs and Crime).



Addressing Demand

Â The demand for 
prostitution is the 
economic incentive for 
sex trafficking. 

Â Sex buyers prefer youth, 
compliance, and variety. 

Â There is growing 
consensus that curtailing 
demand is key to the 
prevention of sex 
trafficking.



Addressing Supply and 
Demand: Atlantaôs Approach

ñYou see more and more girls out on the streets, and 
it is because so many pimps are coming into the city 
from other locations. Their thing is to put the 
juveniles to work on the streets. They feel that the 
money is here in the city. They are flocking here in 
droves.ò

- Sgt. D.M. Williams, Atlanta Police Department

In 2005, the FBI identified Atlanta, Georgia
as a major national hotspot child sex trafficking.



In 2006 Atlantaôs 
mayor Shirley 
Franklin initiated 
a campaign 
against demand 
to combat child 
sex trafficking in 
her city. 



ñCT Council Urges Change in Focus to 
Combat Human Trafficking in Stateò

ñConversations about sex trafficking almost exclusively 
disregard the role of the individual buying sexðthe ójohn,ôò 
says Jillian Gilchrest, chair of Connecticutôs Trafficking in 
Persons Council.

ñPut simply, without óbuyersô to purchase sex there would 
be no sex-for-pay industry. So, we are embarking on an 
óEnd Demandô campaign to bring much needed attention to 
those buying sex who create the demand that fuels sex 
trafficking.ò        1/11/17



ñCT Council Urges Change in Focus to 
Combat Human Trafficking in Stateò

Tammy Sneed, Director of Gender Responsive Adolescent 
Services at Department of Children and Families and co-
chair of DCFôs Human Anti-Trafficking Response Team: 
ñReports of children suspected to be victims of domestic 
minor sex trafficking are increasing every year ð in 2016 
there were just under 200 such referrals. . . . Some 
children report 10 to 15 buyers per night, which leads us to 
estimate that a minimum of 2,000 buyers in Connecticut 
bought sex from children last year.ò



Dynamics of Trafficking



Psychological Tactics: 
Seasoning and Grooming

Â Isolation from family and 
friends 

Â Romance and caretaking

Â Offering protection

Â Sexual objectification

Â Resocialization: new name,

new identity 

Â Threats, fear, abuse, 
humiliation

Â Threats of harm to family,       
and friends

Â Induced drug/alcohol use



Physical Tactics:
Power and Control

Â Branding/tattoos to signify 

ownership 

Â Beatings

Â Sexual assaults, including 

gang rape

Â Destruction of personal items 

and identification

Â Forced exposure to pornography

Â Using pornographic images to 

shame and threaten exposure



Tactics of Power and Control



Gendered Dynamics of 
Trafficking 

Â Prostituted girls 
are frequently 
victims of intimate 
partner violence, 
under the control 
of severely 
abusive 
boyfriend/pimps.



Gendered Dynamics of 
Trafficking

Boys are often 
recruited into 
prostitution and sex 
trafficked by 
comparatively older 
and more affluent 
males who offer 
material support: 
food, money, and a 
place to stay.  



Physical Consequences 
of Trafficking

Â Direct physical injury, e.g., bruises, broken bones, 
lacerations, traumatic brain injury

Â Indirect physical injury, e.g., chronic headaches, 
pervasive body aches, feelings of dizziness

Â Insomnia and disrupted sleep patterns

Â Damage to reproductive and uro-genital 
systems; STDs, HIV, AIDS

Â Drug and alcohol dependency

Â Unwanted pregnancy


