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Raised H.B. 5824 - An Act Reforming The Bail System

The Office of Chief Public Defender (OCPD) opposes section 9 of Raised H. B. 5824 An
Act Reforming The Bail System. As drafted, the bill would eliminate the discretion of
the court to release a person on a promise to appear (PTA) for certain offenses. The
proposal requires that the court release a person either on a bond with or without
surety with conditions. The requirement that a bond be posted to enable the release of a
person so arrested will impact upon indigent persons who are unable to afford any
bond at all. While current law would permit the court to release such persons on a PTA,

this bill would eliminate a PTA as an option.

The Sentencing Commission is currently studying bail in this state. OCPD requests that
the Committee delete section 9 and refer this proposal to the Sentencing Commission

for discussion by its diverse membership. Thank you.
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