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Connecticut’s Ninth E-House Opens at 
Middletown’s Vinal Tech High School 

 
Program nationally-recognized as first “green” construction learning laboratory  

for high school students 
 
Middletown, Conn. - October 24, 2017 – During a special ceremony today, the Connecticut 
Technical High School System, in partnership with Energize Connecticut, Eversource, the 
United Illuminating Company (UI) and the Connecticut Green Bank, announced the opening of 
the state’s ninth E-House at Vinal Technical High School in Middletown.  
 
The E-House initiative provides a clean energy and energy efficiency curriculum for 
Connecticut’s Technical High School’s architectural, carpentry, electrical and plumbing faculty 
and students. Students have the opportunity to conduct hands-on field work in the E-House and 
earn professional certifications, preparing them for a “green” career after graduation. The 
program is nationally-recognized as the first “green” construction learning laboratory for high 
school students.  
 
“The E-House program allows our faculty to fully engage our students with current and future 
clean energy technology,” said Connecticut Technical High School System Interim 
Superintendent Jeffrey Wihbey. “We are excited for the future of our students, who we know 
will be well-equipped to enter the clean energy job market as it grows in Connecticut, the 
country and around the world.” 
 
Each E-House is designed and built by the students and faculty of the school and incorporates 
weatherization and energy efficiency labs, solar photovoltaic, and solar thermal systems in the 
design of the project. Some of the state-of-the-art technology includes thin-film solar 
photovoltaic panels, a Wi-Fi smart thermostat, and energy efficient heating, lighting and 
insulation. Students at Vinal Tech also installed a gas-fired fireplace, the first installed by 
Connecticut Technical High School System students for the E-House program.  
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“Initiatives like the E-House program ensure that the state’s future green workforce has the best 
education and skillset possible,” said Connecticut Department of Labor Commissioner Scott 
Jackson. “The green energy job market numbers 34,000 in Connecticut alone and we look 
forward to having these students join us once they graduate and enter the workforce.”  
 
The E-House project has a goal of one E-House at each of Connecticut’s 17 technical high 
schools. 
 
The state’s first E-House was opened in September 2011 at E.C. Goodwin Technical High 
School in New Britain. For more information on the E-House program, please visit 
www.cttech.org. 
 

 
 

PHOTO CAPTION: Connecticut Technical High School System’s Interim Superintendent 
Jeff Wihbey and Vice Chairperson Patricia Keavney-Maruca cut the ribbon at the state’s 
ninth E-House, accompanied by students and faculty of Vinal Tech, state legislators, 
representatives from Eversource, the United Illuminating Company, the Connecticut 
Green Bank, Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection and the 
Connecticut Department of Labor. 
 
About Connecticut Technical High School System (CTHSS) 
For over 100 years, CTHSS has provided a unique and rigorous high school learning 
environment for its students that (1) ensures both student academic success and trade/technology 
mastery; (2) prepares students for post-secondary education, including apprenticeships and 
immediate productive employment; and (3) responds to employers’ and industries’ current and 
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emerging global workforce needs and expectations through business/school partnerships. For 
more information on CTHSS, please visit: www.cttech.org.  
 
About Energize Connecticut 
Energize Connecticut helps you save money and use clean energy. It is an initiative of the State of 
Connecticut, the Connecticut Green Bank, Eversource, UI, SCG and CNG, with funding from a charge on 
customer energy bills. Information on energy-saving programs can be found at EnergizeCT.com. 
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