MINUTES OF THE

MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

February 20, 2013
Visit the MAC website at ct.gov/MAC

Ram Aberasturia, MAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:06 a.m. and thanked those in attendance for their participation.  
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the meeting of January 16, 2013 were distributed electronically via the list serv.  A motion was made and unanimously passed to approve the minutes, as submitted.
Motion to Move to New Business
Ram made a motion to move to New Business, for purposes of the report of the Nominating Committee and a special election of a new Treasurer.  The motion was approved unanimously.

Special Election 
Ram noted that, pursuant to the MAC By-Laws, he had called for a special election in light of Claudia Helfgott’s retirement and resignation as MAC Treasurer.  Candidates and nominees were solicited at the January 16 meeting.  Subsequently, Tom Crafa, the Chair of the Nominating Committee submitted a solicitation for nominees via the list serv.  Nominations were closed on January 23.  There was one nominee, Debi Freund.  The Secretary cast one vote to elect Debi, and she was installed as Treasurer.  Debi is a former member of the Executive Board, and is welcomed back in her capacity as Treasurer.  The regular agenda was resumed. 
Treasurer’s Report 

Debi Freund, Treasurer, reported that the balance was $2,141.89 as of December 31, 2012.  An updated Treasurer’s report is not yet available.  An updated report will be provided electronically for distribution with the minutes.  Debi also advised that access to the account has been transferred to her.  The Treasurer’s report was accepted unanimously, as submitted.

Committee Reports 

Credentials.  MAC was informed by the Chief of Staff at the Department of Social Services (DSS) that Peter Bucknall has resigned as the agency Representative, and Rob Thornton has stepped forward to assume this role.  Lynwood Patrick has tentatively volunteered to serve as the DSS Alternate, but would like the opportunity to attend a few meetings and assess the time commitment.  Rob and Lynwood are in attendance today and are thanked for their participation.  Ellen Carter, Credentials Chair, advised that, under MAC’s By-Laws, the Office of Governmental Accountability is afforded MAC membership, effective January 1, 2013.  Gregory Daniels is the Representative from that agency.  The Department of Insurance reported election 
results for a two-year term, commencing January 1, 2013.  Barbara Spear and Mark Murphy will continue to

serve as the Representative and Alternate, respectively.
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Old Business
Speakers and Logistics.   There was nothing to report at this time.  
Web content/Communications/Orientation Committee.  The arbitration award concerning changes to longevity payments will be posted on MAC’s web site.
Legislative Committee.  Elise Kremer prepared a listing of bills of potential interest to managers statewide, and distributed it via the list serv.
Managers Day 2013 Planning Committee.  Managers Day will be held on September 27.  We will again request funding from the Office of Policy and Management (OPM) for speakers’ honoraria, awards, and audio-visual rental fee.  Ram asked that those interested in serving on the planning committee to touch base after the meeting is adjourned. 
Cost Savings Committee.  This effort is still ongoing, and the committee will continue working with OPM, as appropriate.
Other Old Business.  There was no other Old Business.  

New Business

Other New Business.  Salary compression and managerial increments were raised as topics of discussion.  Ram indicated that MAC has done its due diligence on compensation issues.  There appears to be a good understanding of the issues among Administration officials.  Managerial increments are currently included in the Governor’s proposed budget.  A question was raised about the managerial longevity payments being rolled into base salary effective July 1, 2013.  Does this mean that the salary ranges will be increased?  Ram indicated that he would follow up with Department of Administrative Services on that question.  There was also discussion of Senate Bill 891, An Act Amending the Definition of Managerial Employees.  This bill, if enacted, would have the effect of classifying fewer state employees as managers.  The bill would amend Subsection (g) of section 5-270 of the general statutes, as follows, effective October 1, 2013:
(g) "Managerial employee" means any individual in a position in which the principal functions are characterized by not fewer than two of the following, provided [for any position in any unit of the system of higher education,] one of such two functions shall be as specified in subdivision (4) of this subsection: (1) Responsibility for direction of a subunit or facility of a major division of an agency or assignment to an agency head's staff; (2) development, implementation and evaluation of goals and objectives consistent with agency mission and policy; (3) participation in the formulation of agency policy; or (4) a major role in the administration of collective bargaining agreements or major personnel decisions, or both, including staffing, hiring, firing, evaluation, promotion and training of employees. 

Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 a.m.  The list of those in attendance at the February 20, 2013 meeting  
is attached below and is hereby made a part of these minutes.  
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The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 20, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in Conference Room A at the Department of Transportation.  There will be no guest speaker.
Respectfully submitted,

Elise Kremer
MAC Secretary

MAC Representative for the

Department of Public Health
MAC ATTENDANCE ROSTER
February 20, 2013
Agency
Name

Rep/Alt/Guest

Administrative Services
Peggy Zabawar
A

Children and Families
Debi Freund
R
Consumer Protection
Elisa Nahas, Vice-Chair
R

Consumer Protection
John Neumon
G
Correction
Rafael Palacio
R

Developmental Services
Tom Lavoy
R

Education
Deb Paradis
A
Insurance
Barbara Spear
R

Insurance
Mark Murphy
A

Insurance
Maura Welch
G

Labor
Ram Aberasturia, Chair
R

Policy and Management
Ellen Carter
R

Public Health
Elise Kremer, Secretary
R

Social Services
Rob Thornton
R

Social Services
Lynwood Patrick
A

Transportation
Wanda Seldon
R
