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MINUTES
Tuesday, April 22, 2025

A Meeting of the CT State Family Council (CTSWFC) was held on April 22, 2025, via Zoom.
The Meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm by Chair Amy Badini and all in attendance were welcomed. 

Attendance: Anthony Casselli, Donna Gore, Joan Seraphin(Joan Guilbeaux), Laurie Taylor, Rachel Fallon, Irma Rappaport, Swane Laine(Elaine Elich), Ronnie Lovich, Ellen Andrea, Dr. Mara Karpel, Kathleen Gerard
1. Introductions – Amy Badini & Rick Kaeser introduced themselves and welcomed new and returning members to the meeting. Attendees then introduced themselves and the name of the long-term facility that their family member or friend is a resides.  Attendees discussed how they found out about the CTSWFC, their concerns, questions for the group and what each hoped to learn from the meeting.  Most of the new people to this meeting entered their name and contact information on a Survey Monkey survey, set up on the CT Long-Term Care Ombudsman website, for that purpose. Rick mentioned that the Survey Monkey survey is close to being filled up and we will soon need to provide another way for people interested in the CTSWFC to sign up.

2. Follow-up from March 26 Meeting –  Rick reviewed the notes from the February meeting. There were no comments. This was a special meeting with only the people who recently joined our mailing list through the Survey Monkey link since the January 28 meeting were invited to make an introduction to CTSWFC.  

Amy provided a general overview of the meetings. General format is to have an outside speaker address the meeting on a topic of interest to family councils. Our meetings provide an opportunity to communicate issues and provide updates on on-going news and topics of interest that relate to the quality of life for residents of long-term care facilities.  CTSWFC is looking to network with representatives of existing family councils at long-term care facilities and support the launch and development of new family councils. 

3. Update on Active & On-going Projects
a.  Care2 Petitions for The National Essential Caregivers Act – the main provision of this proposed legislation is to prevent isolation of residents in the event of a medical emergency, like the COVID-19 pandemic.  They are looking for 25,000 signatures on the petition.  Irma is a leading advocate for this national legislation and she provided an update.

b. UConn Center on Aging Research Study – This study is looking for volunteers to participate in a survey that investigates what it would take to transition residents of long-term care facilities out to a home environment.  How effective would this be if ‘money follows the person’.

c. Moving Forward Coalition - Panel Discussion on April 14 – Some of the attendees participated in this webinar and provided an overview.  Link was provided to attendees.

d. CT Legislature - Update on Senate Bill SB 1176 – This bill supports the CT Long-Term Care Ombudsman program. A vote was not scheduled as of this meeting.

e. Other Topics

i. One attendee is a writer and offered to help support family council written material.
ii. The issue of ‘inappropriate placements’ is when a person is admitted to an assisted living facility hen the facility is not able to provide the level of care that the person required. Assisted living facilities are financially motivated to accept ‘inappropriate placements’ because it is all owner pay (no Medicaid) and they financially profit from it.
iii. Discussion of ‘what are qualities of good memory care programs’? Training and qualifications of staff, workforce development, quality activities & appropriate programs for residents were discussed.

4. Upcoming Meeting Topics & Guest Speakers – Mairead Painter, CT LTC Ombudsman, is the scheduled speaker for the next meeting, Tuesday, June 24 @ 7 pm.  We will be soliciting questions for her in advance of the meeting.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:47.

Respectfully submitted,
Rick Kaeser, Recording Secretary, pro-tem
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