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Project Description: 
 
The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), with funding support from the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes the replacement of State Bridge Number 05132. The 
bridge carries bi-directional traffic in a north to south direction on Grantville Road over the Mad River 
which flows in a west to east direction. The bridge is located approximately 500 feet south of 
Danbury Quarter Road, in the municipality of Winchester. The bridge, which was constructed in 
1956, is 34 feet in total length and is a 29-foot-10-inch single span comprised of seven (7) 1’-5” deep 
prestressed concrete deck units with no topping slab and a bituminous concrete overlay. The 
bridge’s superstructure is supported by cast-in-place reinforced concrete abutments with spread 
footings founded on soil. Grantville Road is 22 feet, 4 inches wide, curb to curb, at the bridge. 
 
The proposed work consists of the removal and full replacement of the bridge and shifting of the 
bridge alignment approximately 10 feet to the east to improve site line conditions. The scope of the 
project includes:  
 

• Removal of the existing bridge superstructure and substructure including 
abutments.  

• Construction of a 41-foot-3-inch-long single span bridge with a 24-foot-wide 
roadway meeting FHWA and CTDOT design standards. The superstructure will be 
supported by new concrete abutments with micropile foundations designed for 
scour.  
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• The proposed bridge rail system will comprise of an aesthetically pleasing open 
bridge rail system meeting current safety standards.   

• The recommended superstructure will be prestressed concrete deck units with a 
topping slab.  

• Approximately 450’ of roadway will be reconstructed in the vicinity of the bridge. 
The profile of the bridge will be raised approximately 10 inches to improve site 
hydraulics. 

• The curve of Winchester Road will be adjusted to both the north and south of the 
bridge, resulting in shifting of the bridge footprint approximately 10 feet to the 
east.  

• New guiderails will be installed at all four approach corners to the bridge to meet 
current design standards. 

• Traffic will be detoured during construction.  
 
The project will include ground disturbance outside of the existing bridge footprint and will include 
temporary and permanent right-of-way (ROW) acquisitions.   
 
The Area of Potential Effects (APE) for this project is the footprint of the project, including 450 feet 
along the road and approximately 40 feet to the west of the bridge and 75 feet to the east of the 
bridge. 
 
Under the provisions of the Programmatic Agreement executed between CTDOT, FHWA, the 
Connecticut State Historic Preservation Officer (CT SHPO), and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation regarding compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) for minor transportation projects1, the Office of Environmental Planning (OEP) intends to 
make a determination of effect on historic properties for the described undertaking. 
 
Resources Potentially Affected: 
 
Aboveground Resources 
 
Both the National Park Service’s digital asset record system and ConnCRIS, the online cultural 
resource geodatabase maintained by the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Office (CTSHPO), 
were consulted for the purpose of locating any properties listed on the State or National Register of 

 
1 Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, the Federal Transit Administration, the Federal 
Railroad Administration, the Connecticut Department of Transportation, the Connecticut State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Regarding Transportation Programs in Connecticut (signed 
May 5, 2025). Accessible online at: https://portal.ct.gov/dot/bureaus/policy-and-planning/environmental-
planning/cultural-resources 
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Historic Places (NRHP) in the project vicinity. There are no previously recorded aboveground 
resources or unrecorded structures greater than 50 years of age within the APE for the project. To 
the southwest of the APE there is a circa 1950 Ranch residence and associated outbuildings. The 
house has not been evaluated for NRHP eligibility; it is unlikely to be adversely affected by the 
current proposed project. The closest previously recorded aboveground resources are the Foote 
Home/Ezekial Mills House, a 1760s house that has not been evaluated for National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) eligibility, which is located approximately 0.8-mile west of the project area 
and the NRHP-listed Winsted Water Works, which is located approximately one mile to the east. 
The present undertaking will have no effect on either resource. 
 
According to OEP’s most recent historic structures inventory research, State Bridge Number 05132 
was constructed in 1968. The bridge is considered a common type of concrete bridge that was 
constructed after 1945 and, as part of the Federal Interstate Highway system, are therefore exempt 
from NRHP eligibility under the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s (ACHP) Program 
Comment2. 
 
A series of historic maps and aerial photographs obtained from the University of Connecticut Map 
and Geographical Information Center (MAGIC) were examined to assess the potential for previously 
unidentified historic properties to be located within the project’s area of potential effects (APE). The 
Griswold/Speiss Map of reconstructed Native settlements in Connecticut circa 1625 (1930) does 
not show concentrations of indigenous population near the proposed project area, but does show 
the Northwest Path, which likely roughly corresponds to Route 44, near the project area. The Warren 
Map of Connecticut (1811) depicts a mill on the mad river to the west of the project area. On the 
Hopkins Map of Litchfield County (1854), there is a sawmill shown on the Mad River to the west with 
one structure located to the west (H. Brooks), two structures located to the north (F. Barkley and N. 
B. Gilbert), and one structure to the south (J. Fanning); on the map of Winchester in the Litchfield 
County Atlas (1868), there are three structures shown in the vicinity (H. Brooks to the west and E. 
Beckley and J. Twing to the north) and there is a railroad line that crosses Grantville Road south of 
the project area. An aerial photograph from 1934 shows that there was a house and cleared 
farmland to the east of the project area and an extensive farm to the southwest of the project area, 
as well as the railroad corridor to the south of the project area (Figure 1). 
 

 
2 Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, Program Comment Issued for Streamlining Section 106 Review for 
Actions Affecting Post-1945 Concrete and Steel Bridges, 77 Fed. Reg. 68790 (November 16, 2012). Accessible online 
at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2012-11-16/pdf/2012-27866.pdf 
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Figure 1: Fairchild Series aerial photograph from 1934, showing approximate project area.  
 
Archaeological Resources 
 
There are no previously identified archaeological sites within the project APE. The closest recorded 
sites are located approximately 3.5 miles to the southwest of the project APE. The two sites, which 
are located close together west of Route 272, are both post-contact period sites: the Hall Meadow 
Cemetery (055-049) a nineteenth and twentieth century cemetery, and the Hall Meadow I site (055-
050), a mid- to late-nineteenth century infilled cellar. The project will not affect either site. 
 
There have been no previous archaeological surveys within the Project APE. The predictive site 
model developed internally by the Office of Environmental Planning (OEP), based upon U.S. Natural 
Resources Conservation Service soil classifications, was consulted to assess the potential of the 
project area to contain as yet undocumented archaeological resources. The soil survey identifies 
the soils within and the project area as being either frequently flooded (in the southern half of the 
APE) or as having between two and 15 percent slope and very stony (in the northern half of the APE). 
Recent roadside and aerial photographs and LiDAR images tend to confirm that, although the area 
appears undisturbed, there is steeply sloped terrain in the northern and eastern portions of the 
project area (Figure 2). OEP, therefore, believes the Project APE has a low potential for containing 
undocumented archaeological sites.   
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Figure 2: 2023 Aerial LIDAR image, showing approximate project area.  
 
Determination of Effect: 
 
Consultation was carried out with Federally recognized Native American Tribal authorities with 
ancestral ties to the State of Connecticut for this undertaking in June of this year. None of the 
solicited Tribes expressed any concerns with the undertaking within the allotted time frame.  
 
Given the lack of historic properties found to exist within the project limits and minimal potential 
for impacts to undocumented intact archaeological resources, OEP hereby determines a finding of 
No Historic Properties Affected for this undertaking. No further consultation with the Connecticut 
State Historic Preservation Officer (CTSHPO) is required. A copy of this determination will be 
included in the quarterly report of Minor Transportation projects that is submitted to CTSHPO and 
FHWA.  
 
With this determination, FHWA, through OEP, has concluded its responsibility to consider the 
potential effects of the described project on cultural resources under Section 106 of the NHPA via 
the provisions of the Programmatic Agreement referenced above.  
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________________________________ 
Heather Carpini-Prescott 
Transportation Planner 2, Architectural Historian 
Office of Environmental Planning 
Connecticut Department of Transportation 
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