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REPORT OF MEETING 
 
PROJECT NO.: 0123-0068  DATE: August 27, 2024   
 
FEDERAL AID PROJECT NO.:  6123(002) 
 
ROUTE: Bass Road   
 
TOWN(S):  Scotland 
 
LOCATION OF MEETING: Virtual Zoom Webinar 
 
SUBJECT OF MEETING:  Public Information Meeting for the Replacement of Bridge No. 04772 
 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Dana E. Barrow Jr., First Selectman, Town of Scotland 
Marc P. Byrnes, P.E., Supervising Engineer, CTDOT 
Michelle M. Rame, Project Engineer, CTDOT 
Zachary Guarino, Project Coordinator, CTDOT 
Michael J. Brady, P.E., Project Manager, GM2 
Daniel T. Carnein, P.E., Project Engineer, GM2 
 
The were approximately 5 people in attendance from the public. The meeting participants included 
representatives from the Town of Scotland (Town), the Connecticut Department of Transportation 
(CTDOT), and GM2 Associates, Inc. (GM2). The meeting was well advertised, notices were mailed to 
abutting property owners, a public notice was published twice in the local newspaper, the Chronicle, and 
the meeting information was posted to the Town’s website and social media page. 
 

TRANSACTIONS AND DETERMINATIONS: 

 

The Virtual Public Information Meeting started at 7:00 p.m. with a presentation. The presentation began 
with Mr. Marc P. Byrnes, P.E., Supervising Engineer, CTDOT, introducing the project, reviewing how to 
use the Zoom webinar features and interact with the project team, explaining the Federal Local Bridge 
“Design Managed by State” (DMS) Program, and introducing the project team. Mr. Byrnes then 
introduced First Selectman Dana R. Barrow Jr. from the Town for welcoming remarks. First Selectman 
Barrow thanked the project team for including this project on the DMS program and providing funding 
for this project and three other bridges in town. First Selectman Barrow noted that the size of the town 
and budget constraints would make replacement of these bridges almost impossible without the DMS 
program. First Selectman Barrow assured the public that these projects in the town of Scotland would not 
be paused or allowed to slide for other recent bridge failures in other larger towns in the state. The 
presentation was then turned over to Mr. Daniel T. Carnein, P.E., GM2, to discuss the project’s design 
progress. 
 
Mr. Carnein explained the condition of the existing bridge and defined the purpose and need for the 
project. Mr. Carnein introduced the proposed improvements, project plans, and detour for the replacement 
of Bridge No. 04772. Permitting requirements, rights-of-way impacts, construction schedule, and 
construction cost were also discussed during the presentation. 
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Key points of the project design portion of the presentation include: 

• Bridge No. 04772 carries Bass Road over Merrick Brook and is located 0.25 miles south of the 
intersection with Gager Hill Road. 

• The existing bridge failed in 2023 during a storm event. 

• Bass Road is currently closed to vehicular traffic. 

• The remaining existing bridge elements will be replaced with a new precast concrete box beam 
superstructure supported by reinforced concrete integral abutments founded on piles. 

• The span length will be increased from the original 21’ to a 54-foot clear span. 

• The bridge will have a 24-foot curb-to-curb width that accommodates two travel lanes. 

• Open bridge rail will be installed across the structure and terminate into reinforced concrete end 
blocks. 

• The end blocks and exposed substructure elements will be treated with concrete form liner to 
create a simulated stone masonry appearance. 

• Metal guiderail systems that meet current safety standards will be installed at all four corners of 
the bridge and replace all wooden posts within the project limits. 

• A dry hydrant will be installed at the bridge. 

• The proposed bridge will eliminate roadway flooding during a 100-year storm event. 

• There is no scour calculated for the proposed bridge during the 200 or 500-year storm events. 

• The channel and embankments will be stabilized with stone riprap. 

• Construction will utilize the existing detour that is approximately 3.8 miles long. 

• All necessary environmental permits will be obtained for the project. 

• The project will involve rights-of-way acquisitions in the form of temporary construction 
easements and a right to reconstruct driveway. 

• Property impacts will be finalized, and individual property owners will be contacted as design 
progresses.  

• Construction is anticipated to start in the Spring of 2027 but could start in 2026 based on 
permitting and rights-of-way requirements. 

• The estimated construction cost including incidentals and inflation is $3,259,000. 

• The project is funded with 80% Federal funds, 20% State funds, and no cost to the Town. 
 
The presentation was then turned over to Mr. Zachary Guarino, Project Coordinator, CTDOT Division of 
Rights of Way, to discuss the rights-of-way process. 
 
The presentation was then concluded with Ms. Michelle M. Rame, Project Engineer, CTDOT, reviewing 
the live Q&A procedures. 
 
First Selectman Barrow asked for project pictures, presentation and materials to be sent to the Town. Mr. 
Carnein responded yes, and that all project materials will also be made available on the project webpage. 
 
The following question was received through the Zoom Q&A function: Any idea as to when the bridges 
on Brook Road will be started? 
 
Mr. Carnein responded that both the Bass Road and Brook Road bridges are high priorities and that the 
Brook Road bridges are also in design a couple months behind the Bass Road project. Construction 
schedules for all the projects would need to be further coordinated. The Brook Road bridge would most 
likely begin construction after the Bass Road project in late 2026 or 2027. First Selectman Barrow stated 
that construction on the northern collapsed Brook Road bridge could occur at the same time as the Bass 
Road bridge but would need to be constructed prior to the southern temporary Brook Road bridge. 
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Ms. Rame reminded all attendees that project materials will be located on the project webpage, and that 
the formal comment period for this presentation is open until September 10, 2024. Attendees were also 
encouraged to fill out the voluntary feedback survey. 
 
No other questions were received, and the meeting ended at 7:28 p.m. 
 
POST MEETING: 

 
The official comment period ended on September 10, 2024. No comments or questions were received by 
the Town, CTDOT, and GM2. 
 
 
 
Submitted By: _____________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Daniel T. Carnein, P.E. 
Project Engineer 
GM2 

                 
 
 
Reviewed By: _____________________________________ Date: _______________ 

Michelle M. Rame 
Project Engineer 
CTDOT 
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cc: Project File 
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