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State Project No. 0094-0267

Live Event: Monday, June 24, 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a Question and Answer session following the 
formal presentation and send us a question or a comment 
during the session.

PROJECT EMAIL: DOT.GoldStarBridgeProjects@ct.gov 

PHONE: (860) 594-2020 (voicemail only)

PROJECT WEBPAGE: https://portal.ct.gov/DOTGoldStar94-267VPIM 

Gold Star Memorial Bridge Shared Use Path/Pedestrian Improvements // State Project No. 0094-0267

A recording of this presentation will be posted 
after the live event.

La grabación de esta presentación estará 
disponible después del evento en YouTube, 
incluyendo subtítulos y acceso a traducciones 
en otros idiomas

Gold Star Memorial Bridge Shared Use Path/Pedestrian Improvements, City of New London and Groton

Hybrid Public Information Meeting
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State Project No. 0094-0267: 
Gold Star Memorial Bridge Shared Use Path/Pedestrian Improvements

Meeting Overview
• Housekeeping

• Project Purpose and Need

• Gold Star Bridge Projects Summary & Timeline

• Formal Presentation of Design

• Explain existing conditions 

• Recommend a viable proposal (Design Plans are 
30% complete)

• Explain anticipated project benefits and impacts

• Open the Forum to your comments and questions

Tracey Brais, P.E.

Project Manager – CTDOT

Tel. No. (860) 594-3171

Tracey.Brais@ct.gov



How to view captions & subtitles in Zoom

1. Click Show Captions (CC).
2. Click the Speaking Language.
3. Select the language you 

would like from the list shown.

Closed captioning—including 
non-English translation options—
are available on YouTube after 
the event.



Title VI – Your Civil Rights

No Person shall, on the basis of race, color or national origin, be excluded 
from participation or subject to discrimination in the development of this project.

 Voluntary Post-Meeting Survey:
 https://portal.ct.gov/ctdotsurvey

 Civil Rights information:
 https://portal.ct.gov/DOT/Business/Office-of-Equity/Title-VI-Page

A recording of this presentation will be posted to YouTube after the event.

Closed captioning—including non-English translation options—are available on 
Zoom and YouTube.



Individuals and organizations may file a 
complaint by completing the Title VI complaint 
form (https://railroads.dot.gov/resource-
center/title-vi-civil-rights-act-1964/title-vi-
complaint-format). Complaints should be 
signed and include contact information and 
should be sent to: Office of Civil Rights Federal 
Railroad Administration 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE ROA-10, Mail Stop 5 Washington, DC 
20590

Connecticut Department of Transportation

Title VI Notice to the Public

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) operates its programs and services without 
regard to race, color, and national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. Any person 
who believes she or he has been aggrieved by any unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI may 
file a complaint with the CTDOT.

For more information on the CTDOT’s civil rights program, and the procedures to file a complaint, 
contact the CTDOT Title VI Coordinator at (860) 594-2169, TRS 711;
Debra.Goss@ct.gov; or visit our administrative office at 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131. For 
more information, visit www.ct.gov/dot

A complainant may file a complaint directly with the Federal Transit Administration by filing a complaint 
with the FTA Office of Civil Rights, Attention: Title VI Program Coordinator, East Building, 5th Floor-TCR, 1200 
New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DC 20590

A complainant may file a complaint directly with the Federal Highway Administration by filing a 
complaint with the FHWA Office of Civil Rights, Attention: Title VI Program Coordinator, 8th Floor E81-105, 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE, Washington, DE 20590



Individuals and organizations may file a 
complaint by completing the Title VI complaint 
form (https://railroads.dot.gov/resource-
center/title-vi-civil-rights-act-1964/title-vi-
complaint-format). Complaints should be 
signed and include contact information and 
should be sent to: Office of Civil Rights Federal 
Railroad Administration 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue, SE ROA-10, Mail Stop 5 Washington, DC 
20590
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By Email: DOT.GoldStarBridgeProjects@ct.gov

By Phone: (860) 594-2020 (voicemail)

By Chat: Zoom Q&A

Questions will be posted to the Zoom chat

Note: Comment period is open through July 8, 2024

*Zoom Q&A is only available during live Q&A session

Project Webpage: 
https://portal.ct.gov/DOTGoldStar94-267VPIM 

Moderator will answer questions 

in Zoom Q&A

Question & Answer Session



How to use Zoom Q&A

• (1) Select the Q&A tool at the 
bottom of the Zoom webinar 
window.

• (2) The Q&A window will open 
as seen on the right.

• (3) Please type question in the 
textbox and click enter.

• If you are an audio 
only participant, dial *9 to 
raise and lower your hand.

(1)



Project Team – CTDOT Lead

Tracey Brais, P.E.
Project Manager

CTDOT

Bao Chuong, P.E.
Principal 
Engineer
CTDOT

Matthew 
Geanacopoulos

Right-of-Way 
Property Agent

CTDOT

Luis Alfonzo, P.E.
Project Engineer

CTDOT
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Bart Sweeney, 
P.E. 

Division Chief
of Bridges

CTDOT



Project Team – Close, Jensen and Miller, P.C.

Tom Ryan, P.E.
Project Manager

Michael Jacovino, 
P.E.

Project Engineer

John Miller II, P.E., L.S.

Project Engineer
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Project Team – BL Companies and HNTB

Steven Fraysier, 
P.E.

Senior Project 
Manager

(BL)

David Giel, P.E.

Traffic Lead

(HNTB)

Samantha 
Scharpf

Roundabout Lead

(HNTB)

Rudy 
Franciamore, P.E.

Highway Lead

(HNTB)

Jason Ellis, P.E.
Project Engineer

(BL)
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Project Purpose & Need

PURPOSE: To provide multimodal 
transportation improvements between the 
Cities of New London and Groton.

NEED: Current sidewalk width on 
Southbound Gold Star Bridge and 
approaches is 5 to 6 feet max.

• Reduces to 3.5 feet wide in some locations
• Does not provide minimum width 

recommended for bidirectional traffic
• Though prohibited, ATVs/mopeds frequently 

use the sidewalk

Improvements will also support 
revitalization plans proposed by Cities of 
New London and Groton
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Project Overview
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Gold Star Bridges Project Overview
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For more information:
https://portal.ct.gov/dot/bridges/project-pages/gold-star-memorial-bridge 



Shared Use Path 

over the

Southbound 
Gold Star Memorial Bridge

Bridging New London and Groton
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Project Location

N
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East Approach (Looking West)

TO BRIDGE STREET TO 

RIVERVIEW

AVE
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West Approach from Bridge (Looking West)

TO 

BAILEY CIR
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Proposed Traffic Reconfiguration - Typical
Convert one I-95 SB lane of vehicular traffic to achieve a 14’ width shared use path

• Reduce I -95 to 4 Lanes with 12’ Right and 10’ Left Shoulders   

EXISTING TYPICAL BRIDGE SECTION

PROPOSED TYPICAL BRIDGE SECTION



Proposed Traffic Reconfiguration – East End
Convert one I-95 SB lane of vehicular traffic to achieve a 14’ width shared use path

• Reduce the Bridge Street On Ramp to One Lane
• Reduce I -95 to 5 Lanes with 10’ Right and Left Shoulders

CURRENT SECTION SPANS 29-30 (GROTON)

PROPOSED SECTION SPANS 29-30 (GROTON)



Proposed Traffic Reconfiguration – 02514B
Convert one I-95 SB lane of vehicular traffic to achieve a 14’ width shared use path

• Reduce the Route 32/New London Off Ramp to One Lane with 10’ Right and 8’ Left 
Shoulders 

PROPOSED SECTION BRIDGE 02514B (NEW LONDON)

CURRENT SECTION BRIDGE 02514B (NEW LONDON)



Proposed Path

PROPOSED TYPICAL PATH SECTION (14 ft max)
PROPOSED TYPICAL PATH SECTION –

AT SIGN SUPPORT (11 ft min)
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Maintenance and Protection of Traffic

02514A PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION

• (3) Southbound lanes with 
shoulders on 02514A

• (1) Ramp lane with shoulders on 
02514B

• All work on bridges themselves: no 
major impacts to local roads below

• Work platforms/debris shields 
will be installed which may 
require temporary lane shifts or 
traffic control below during 
setup.

• Path will remain closed on the 
bridge during construction for 
safety and efficiency, however 
alternative options to get across 
are in the planning process and will 
be provided (up to 1.5 years)

02514B PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION DURING CONSTRUCTION
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Gold Star Shared Use Path 

and 

Intersection Improvements

Approach Path and Roundabout

Gold Star Memorial Bridge Shared Use Path/Pedestrian Improvements // State Project No. 0094-0267



Shared Use Path
Shared Use Path

Intersection Improvements

B
liv

e
n

S
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Bridge No. 01639

Thames River

Project Overview
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New London approach
 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk.
 Gradual incline (3.5%) approaching 

the Gold Star Memorial Bridge.

Groton approach
 5-foot wide concrete sidewalk.
 Area of steep incline (8.5%) and 

hairpin turn approaching the Gold 
Star Memorial Bridge.

Existing Conditions – Shared Use Path
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Proposed Design – Shared Use Path – West Approach

New London Side
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Rendering –
next slide



Proposed Design – Shared Use Path – West Approach
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Proposed Design – Shared Use Path – East Approach

Groton Side
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 10’ wide paved Shared Use Path.

 2’ wide grass shoulders.

 Three Rail Wood fence where 

warranted.

 Single Slope Concrete Barrier adjacent 

to I-95 at approaches to Gold Star 

Memorial Bridge

Proposed Design – Shared Use Path – Approaches to Southbound Gold Star Bridge
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 Carries Bridge Street I-95 NB Off-

Ramp and I-95 SB On-Ramp over 

Amtrak Railroad.

 Superstructure constructed in 1999.

 Partial reconstruction of bridge deck.

 Reduce Off-Ramp to single lane.

 Raised concrete buffer between path 

and Off-Ramp

Bridge No. 01639 – (Amtrak Bridge)
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Proposed Design – Bridge No. 01639 (Amtrak Bridge)
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Existing Conditions – Intersection Improvements
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Proposed Design – Intersection Improvements
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Intersection Improvements – Birds Eye View
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Intersection Improvements – Street View
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Traffic Analysis

2053 Future Year
95th % Queues XX ft

Legend

EB 7.2 A 10 25 17.8 C 84 210

WB 5.5 A 6 15 22.0 C 27 68

NB 4.8 A 7 18 15.5 C 56 140

SB 13.4 B 69 170 11.0 B 50 125

9.8 A * * 13.3 B * *Overall

Delay

(s)
LOS

Queue

(50th %)

(ft)

Queue

(95th %)

(ft)

Approach

Weekday AM Peak Hour Weekday PM Peak Hour

Delay

(s)
LOS

Queue

(50th %)

(ft)

Queue

(95th %)

(ft)
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Shared Use Path Construction – West Approach

New London
 Existing path closed during 

construction.

 Shuttle service to 

Groton provided.
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Shared Use Path Construction – East Approach

Groton
 Existing path to the Gold Star 

Bridge closed 

during construction.

 Existing path between Bridge 

Street and Riverview 

Avenue closed during 

construction as required.

 Shuttle service to New London 

provided during shut down.
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Maintenance and Protection of Traffic – Off Ramp
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Maintenance and Protection of Traffic – Off Ramp
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Staging – Intersection – Stage 1
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Staging – Intersection – Stage 2a
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Staging – Intersection – Stage 2b
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Staging – Intersection – Stage 3
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Staging – Intersection – Stage 4
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 Rights-of-Way impacts were assessed using GIS data.

 Minimal property impacts are anticipated:

 Potential construction easement – retaining wall on North Street

 Impacts to be re-evaluated when survey is complete.

Rights-of-Way
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Division of Rights of Way

• Function: Acquire all property/property rights necessary for the project.

• Relevant Law

• State of Connecticut

• C.G.S. Section 13a-73 & 13b-36

• Federal

• Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Properties Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, 

as amended.
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ROW – Acquisition Process

Letter of Intent to Acquire 

Valuation 

Offer of Just
Compensation  

Negotiation

Acquisition
• Agreement 
• Eminent Domain/Condemnation 

• 6 month appeal period

Sample Property Map
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Anticipated permits:

 Flood Management Certification

 Stormwater Discharge Permit

 Coastal Permits:

 Coastal Consistency Review

 Certification of Permission

 Inland Wetland and Wetland and Watercourse Permits:

 General Water Resource Construction Activities (Form O)

 ACOE 404, 408, and Section 10 Permits

 United States Coast Guard Construction Letter

Environmental Permitting

Gold Star Memorial Bridge Shared Use Path/Pedestrian Improvements // State Project No. 0094-0267



 Shared Use Path (SUP):
Approaches to Gold Star Bridge: ~$5,266,000
Over Gold Star Bridge: ~$46,700,000

 Intersection Improvements ~$3,528,000
 Total rounded cost of $55.5 Million

 Construction start: Summer of 2028, following 
NB Gold Star Bridge Deck Replacement 
(Project 94-235)

 Construction end: Fall 2029

Opinion of Probable Construction Cost and Schedule
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Questions & Answers

State Project No. 0094-0267

For More Information:

https://portal.ct.gov/dot/bridges/project-pages/gold-star-memorial-bridge
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