FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
Relocation of I-91 Northbound Interchange 29 and
Widening of I-91 Northbound and Route 5/15 Northbound to I-84 Eastbound

Hartford and East Hartford, Connecticut

State Project No. 63-703

INTRODUCTION

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) is undertaking the Relocation of 1-91
Northbound Interchange 29 and Widening of 1-91 Northbound and Route 5/15 Northbound to I-
84 Eastbound; utilizing federal funds provided by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The purpose of the project is to address safety concerns associated with congestion and
operational deficiencies at the 1-91 NB Interchange 29, which routinely experiences significant
traffic delays and above average crash frequency. Much of this can be attributed to the steep
" vertical grade and single-lane configuration of the ramp, the heavy traffic weave on the Charter
Oak Bridge, and the near capacity volumes on I-91.

The proposed improvements (Alternative 8B) include widening 1-91 NB to extend the four-lane
travel section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant
safety concerns, and provide an efficient I-91 to I-84 connection. It is also proposed to remove
the existing ramp at I-91 NB Interchange 29 and provide a major diverge south of the I-91 bridge
over Route 15 to address the existing adverse vertical grade and limited capacity of the existing
ramp. The new I-91 diverge will consist of three lanes to the right, maintaining 1-91 traffic
(existing condition), and two lanes to the left, conveying traffic to Route 15 NB via a new
structure over Route 15 Southbound (SB). The existing pavement markings on the Charter Oak
Bridge will be modified to accommodate the additional NB lane from I-91. Additional
improvements include widening Route 15 NB to three travel lanes from the Charter Oak Bridge
to the Silver Lane underpass, to address congestion concerns on Route 15 and allow a more
desirable distance from Interchange 29 on I-91 to merge from three travel lanes to two prior to its
merge with I-84 East. The existing noise barrier walls on Route 15 NB will need to be relocated
to account for the road widening, and it has been determined through a noise study conducted by
CTDOT that noise barrier walls will be added to Route 15 SB from the Silver Lane on-ramp to
the bridge over Main Street.

Construction for the project is anticipated to begin in the Spring of 2018 and the current
approximate total project cost is estimated at $287 million.



ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

CTDOT developed and reviewed eight (8) concept alternatives, plus several variations of those
alternatives, for addressing the operational and safety issues relating to the I-91 northbound ramp
at Interchange 29 including a No-Build alternative. Four of these build conceptual alternatives
were advanced for further study. CTDOT’s analysis of conceptual alternatives resulted in the
selection of the Preferred Alternative (Alternative 8B) which was studied within the attached
Environmental Assessment (EA). Additionally, a copy of CTDOT’s alternatives summary is
located in the Access Modification Report.

OUTREACH

A scoping notice was issued under the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act (CEPA) to inform
the public of the proposed project on August 18, 2015. The comment period remained open until
September 18, 2015. Comments were received from one member of the public, as well as the
Connecticut Department of Public Health (CTDPH), the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (CTDEEP), and the Connecticut Office of Policy and Management
(OPM). These comments are included within the EA. Responses to the comments from the
public and OPM are enclosed as Appendix A of this FONSI. Comments received from CTDPH
and CTDEEP are not the type of comments that warrant response.

A public information meeting was held in the City of Hartford on April 26, 2016 and in the
Town of East Hartford on April 28, 2016. There was no public opposition to the project and no
substantial comments were received at either meeting. Notifications of these public information
meetings were published in the Hartford Courant, Journal Inquirer, and the Identidad Latina
newspapers as well as on the CTDOT website.

Per 23 CFR 771.119, a Notice of Availability of the EA inviting public comment and affording
the opportunity to request a public hearing appeared in the Hartford Courant newspaper and
Journal Inquirer newspaper on July 8, 2016 and July 21, 2016. The EA was made available for
public inspection at CTDOT Headquarters, FHWA Glastonbury Division Office, Hartford Public
Library, Raymond Public Library (East Hartford), and the Connecticut State Library. The 30
day public comment period expired on August 8, 2016 and no comments from the public or
requests for a public hearing were received.

Additionally, the following units of Federal, State, and local government received a Notice of
Availability of the EA: United States Army Corps of Engineers (New England District),
Environmental Protection Agency (Region 1), United States Coast Guard, United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, OPM, CTDEEP, CT State Historic Preservation Office, CTDPH, Capitol
Region Council of Governments, the Town of East Hartford’s Mayor, and the City of Hartford’s
Mayor. No comments were received during the 30 day comment period which expired on
August 8, 2016. As previously noted, comments were received from OPM, CTDEEP, and
CTDPH during the CEPA scoping process. These are included in the attached EA, and
responses to OPM comments are included in Appendix A of this FONSI. The Notice of
Availability and outreach materials regarding the EA are included in Appendix B.



ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND ANALYSIS

i

The various environmental impacts and analysis associated with this project are described in
detail in the EA. Since circulation of the EA, no new impacts have been identified nor have any
comments been received from the public or any State or Federal regulatory agencies; and a list of
environmental commitments is located in the EA. No significant adverse impacts are anticipated
from the proposed action; and the following brief summary of impacts supports the
recommendation for a FONSI:

Right of Way — The majority of the work is contained within the existing Right-of-Way (ROW)
of I-91 and Route 15. No relocations, total, or partial acquisitions are required. Easements will
be required from the City of Hartford, the Metropolitan District Commission, the Connecticut
Resources Recovery Authority, and the Connecticut Light and Power Company.

Surface Water Resources — Navigable waterways, detention basins, and stormwater management
facilities are present within the project area. No work is proposed below the waterline at the
Charter Oak Bridge which spans the Connecticut River. Coordination with the United States
Coast Guard will be initiated after a finalized scope of work at the Charter Oak Bridge is
determined. An individual bridge permit is not anticipated. The project will seek to improve
water quality to the maximum extent practicable; however, stormwater improvements will be
limited by available area, existing wetlands and topography.

Wetlands — The project is considering modifications of regulated wetlands and watercourses to
provide improved stormwater quality treatment and stabilize banks. Existing wetlands and
watercourses in the project area were constructed and have water quality and stormwater
treatment as their primary function. The goal of the proposed work in wetland would be to
maintain or increase the existing wetland area and improve functions relative to existing
conditions.

Drinking Water Sources — No drinking water sources will be impacted.

Floodplains - The project will not result in any encroachment or fill in floodway; minor work in
mapped floodplain is proposed at existing stormwater outfalls and possible stormwater
management improvements. It is anticipated that a Flood Management Certification will be
required for the work in Floodplain but no significant loss of flood storage is proposed.

Terrestrial Habitat - There are no unique or high-quality habitats present within the project area
since the project is to take place in the existing highway ROW within an urban area.

Threatened and Endangered Species - No impacts to threatened and endangered species are
anticipated for this project.

Historic/Cultural Resources — The Section 106 process has been completed and the project will
have No Adverse Effect on historic/cultural resources.




Parks and Recreation Impacts — Temporary construction easements are anticipated from Charter
Oak Landing Park in Hartford and Great River Park in East Hartford. Both impacts are minor
and temporary in nature and qualify as exceptions to Section 4(f).

Air Quality - An Air Quality Assessment was performed and the project is in conformity with the
Clean Air Act.

Noise — A Noise Study was performed and it was determined that appropriate mitigation
measures for noise include the construction of new segment of noise wall barrier on Route 15
southbound from the on-ramp from Silver Lane to the vicinity of the Main Street overpass.
Additionally, any impacted existing noise barrier walls will need to be reconstructed or replaced.

Hazardous Materials — A landfill is present within the project area between I-91 and Route 15 in
Hartford. The design of the project will minimize impacts to this landfill.

Community Impacts - The project does not result in any significant adverse impacts to the
communities in the project area.

Environmental Justice - The project modifies a limited access highway within the existing ROW
with only minor work outside the ROW. There are no foreseeable adverse social, economic, or
environmental effects on minority and low-income populations as defined by the DOT and
FHWA environmental orders.

Indirect and Cumulative Impacts - No significant negative indirect or cumulative impacts are
anticipated as a result of the project.

The FHWA has determined that Alternative 8B will have no significant impact on the human
environment. This FONSI is based on the attached EA which has been independently evaluated
by the FHWA and determined to adequately and accurately discuss the need, environmental
issues, and impacts of the proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures. It provides
sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an EIS is not required. The FHWA takes
full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached EA.
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Appendix A —
Responses to Substantive Comments Received

The following are responses to comments received from the Office of Policy and Management during
the initial public scoping period under CEPA. No comments were received during circulation of the EA.

Question: In addition to its highway projects, Connecticut is making significant investments in other
transportation modes in the Hartford area and out along the I-91 and 1-84 corridors. How might those
investments or other changes impact the long-term need for the proposed [-91 project and, similarly,
how might the proposed |-91/Route 15 project impact other regional or corridor transportation
initiatives?

Response: There are projects involving other alternative modes of transportation that the Department is
currently developing within the vicinity of Project 63-703, including the New Haven- Hartford-Springfield
(NHHS) rail service and CTfastrak’s extension to the east of the Connecticut River. Impacts of the NHHS
upgrade have been taken into account in the projected volumes for the proposed project. The NHHS
upgrades are expected to remove approximately 1,400 vehicles per day (vpd) from I-91 within the project
limits in the year 2019 and approximately 2,000 vpd in the year 2039. The projections do not include
CTFastrak East; however, since that service would run east-west along -84 it would most likely have
negligible impacts to the traffic volumes on i-91 and the Charter Oak Bridge. The NHHS upgrade and
CTfastrak East would result in minor reductions in the near capacity volumes on 1-91 and there would still
be a need for Project 63-703 to address safety concerns associated with congestion and operational
deficiencies at the [-91 NB Interchange 25. The purpose and need of project 63-703 is to reduce the
number of crashes that cause significant injuries and traffic delays along 1-91. Investments in other
transportation modes would not reduce the need to address the above average crash frequency at the
interchange that may be attributed to the steep vertical grade and single-lane configuration of the ramp,
the heavy traffic weave on the Charter Oak Bridge, and volumes on [-91. The subject project may
enhance opportunities to expand on regional or corridor transportation initiatives due to the proposed
safety and operational improvements which may reduce travel delays and increase safety along the
corridor.

Question: Public discussions about the I-84 Hartford Project are highlighting that highway design
choices can not only impact the broader transportation system and the surrounding community, but
also impose significant long-term financial obligations on the state. What is the I-91/Route 15 project’s
impact on the state’s long-term maintenance obligations and how are long-term costs of different
options accounted for in DOT’s decision-making process?



Response: The existing short term maintenance costs to maintain the pavement through skim coats and
other means would be eliminated, along with the maintenance costs for structures that the Department
will be rehabilitating as part of this project. The projected service life of the pavement (including the
concrete base repair as part of project 159-191) and the construction of the new bridge will significantly
reduce the long term maintenance cost and improve the safety of the highway through installation of
roadside safety features and improved alignment. The safety improvements alone may reduce the
amount of times that the Department’s maintenance forces are required to repair guiderail or be at the
scene of a crash to provide cleanup efforts.

Long-term costs of different options are accounted for through the service life of the proposed
improvements. Typically pavement structures are designed with a 10-20 year service life before full-
depth reconstruction is required. Similarly, the cost to construct/rehabilitate structures also have service
lives associated with the improvement that are taken into account using a cost-benefit ratio. For the
subject project the proposed improvement provides the greatest cost-benefit ratio of the alternatives
developed. The cost-benefit ratio was further verified through a value engineering study that reviewed
all of the alternatives developed by the Department.

The following is the response to comments received from Mr. Ralph H. Tulis of Structures Consulting,
the only public comment received during the initial public scoping period under CEPA. No comments
were received during circulation of the EA.

Comment: When the Charter Oak bridge (COB) was reconstructed beginning in 1988, the one of the
motivations/ justifications for its reconstruction was the abandonment of a complete 1-291
beltway. The goal at the time (allegedly) was to divert as much traffic as possible from the Founder’s
Bridge connection to |-84 East. The |-91 North to |-84 East connection was to be enhanced by this new
and improved COB, which ultimately did not accomplish the intent.

Now with that said, please consider my input on this proposed project.

1. Improvements to I-91 NB from interchange 27 to interchange 29 are warranted. I’'m not convinced
that they need to be as extensive as proposed however. | will acknowledge that it can be confusing as
one drives North from Wethersfield to determine when it is appropriate to get into the right-most lane
in anticipation of exiting to -84 East. :

2. 1 would agree that the divergence of traffic (I-91N & I-84E) should occur just after interchange 27. |
also agree that maintaining 4 lanes of traffic from interchange 27 to interchange 29 is justified. It is at
this point | disagree with the rest of the plan. | feel it would be less costly to complete the split
(divergence) just North of the I-91N bridge over CT 15 North and begin a grade separation at this point,
raising the 2 right lanes to prepare for the climb up to the COB, while the 2 left lanes continue as I-
91N. The avoids the costly construction of a flyover to bring the 1-84 bound traffic (left 2 lane exit) over
I-91N to connect to the COB. Since the single lane elevated connection from I-91N to the COB does not
have the width to accommodate 2 lanes, its reconstruction (and improved vertical profile) is
justified. Using reinforced earth to accomplish the vertical grade separation will minimize the ROW
width impacts. ‘



3. Re-striping the NB side of the COB from 3 lanes to 4 is possible, though | am not enthused about
losing an adequate shoulder for break-downs. Dropping off one lane at interchange 90 is appropriate
and consistent with current traffic patterns. Continuing with 3 lanes to interchange 91 (exit to Silver
Lane) and dropping one lane at interchange 91 makes sense. After the recent improvements to the
bridge over Silver Lane, and considering the minimal congestion from interchange 91 to the merge with
I-84 EB, | see no justification to the widening/reconstruction of the bridge over Silver Lane just past exit
91.

Response: A detailed alternatives analysis was performed for this project. CTDOT developed and
reviewed eight (8) concept alternatives, plus several variations of those alternatives, for addressing the
operational and safety issues relating to the 1-91 northbound off-ramp at interchange 29. Four of the
build alternatives were advanced for further study in the Scope Review and Recommendation Report
prepared by CTDOT’s Project Development Unit. CTDOT's alternatives analysis resulted in the selection
of the proposed action (preferred alternative — Alternative 8B). A copy of CTDOT's alternatives summary
is available upon request.



Appendix B -
Notice of Availability of Environmental Assessment/
Request for Public Hearing



Notice of Availability of Environmental Assessment

Relocation of I-91 Northbound Interchange 29 and Widening of I-91 Northbound and
Route 5/15 Northbound to I-84 Eastbound
Hartford and East Hartford, Connecticut
State Project No. 63-703

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), in cooperation with the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes the relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange
29 and the widening of I-91 NB and Route 5/15 NB to 1-84 Eastbound (EB).

The purpose of the project is to address safety concerns associated with congestion and
operational deficiencies at the I-91 NB Interchange 29, which routinely experiences significant
traffic delays and above average crash frequency. Much of this can be attributed to the steep
vertical grade and single-lane configuration of the ramp, the heavy traffic weave on the Charter
Oak Bridge, and the near capacity volumes on I-91.

The proposed improvements include widening I-91 NB to extend the four-lane travel section
from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant safety concerns,
and provide an efficient I-91 to 1-84 connection. It is also proposed to remove the existing ramp
at I-91 NB Interchange 29 and provide a major diverge south of the I-91 bridge over Route 15 to
address the existing adverse vertical grade and limited capacity of the existing ramp. The new I-
91 diverge will consist of three lanes to the right, maintaining I-91 traffic (existing condition),
and two lanes to the left, conveying traffic to Route 15 NB via a new structure over Route 15
Southbound (SB). The existing pavement markings on the Charter Oak Bridge will be modified
to accommodate the additional NB lane from [-91. Additional improvements include widening
Route 15 NB to three travel lanes from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass, to
address congestion concerns on Route 15 and allow a more desirable distance from Interchange
29 on I-91 to merge from three travel lanes to two prior to its merge with I-84 East. The existing
noise barrier walls on Route 15 NB will need to be relocated to account for the road widening.
Noise barrier walls could potentially be added to Route 15 SB from the Silver Lane on-ramp to
the bridge over Main Street. :

The majority of the project is contained within the existing Right-of-Way of I-91 and Route 15.
No relocations, total or partial acquisitions are required. The necessary temporary construction
easements from public parks in the area qualify as exceptions to Section 4(f) approval.

The Charter Oak Bridge spans the Connecticut River which is a navigable waterway and also
designated as an impaired waterbody. Work is proposed on the Charter Oak Bridge, but no work
is proposed below the waterline at the bridge. Coordination with the United States Coast Guard
(USCG) will be initiated after a finalized scope of work at the Charter Oak Bridge is determined.

Detention basins and stormwater management systems associated with the project roadways and
adjacent urban areas are present in the project area. Some of these areas include constructed
wetlands or swales that convey stormwater, but are also regulated under State and/or Federal
wetlands regulations. The drainage design for the project is in progress and includes measures to



improve stormwater quality and detain runoff during peak flows. The project will seek to
improve water quality to the maximum extent practicable; however, stormwater improvements
will be limited by available area, existing wetlands and topography.

The project is considering modifications of regulated Wetlands and Waters of the US to provide
improved stormwater quality treatment and stabilize banks. Existing wetlands and watercourses
in the project area were constructed and have water quality and stormwater treatment as their
primary function. The goal of the proposed work in wetlands would be to maintain or increase
the existing wetland area and improve functions relative to existing conditions.

The project will not result in any encroachment or fill in floodway, minor work in mapped
floodplain is proposed at existing stormwater outfalls and possible stormwater management
improvements.

The project may result in the addition of noise walls along Route 5/15 SB on-ramp from Silver
Lane and relocation of the existing noise barrier walls along Route 5/15 NB. Studies have
concluded that modeled traffic noise levels of the proposed future build conditions would be
greater than the existing levels. However, no substantial noise level impacts would result from
the proposed actions.

An entombed landfill is present within the project area between I-91 and Route 15 in Hartford;
however, the design seeks to minimize impacts to that landfill.

The Environmental Assessment, including project location map, drawings, and additional
information about the proposed project is available for inspection at:

CTDOT — Room 2155 FHWA - Glastonbury Division Office

2800 Berlin Turnpike 628 Hebron Ave, No. 303

Newington, CT 06131 Glastonbury, CT 06033

Raymond Public Library Hartford Public Library Connecticut State Library
840 Main Street 500 Main Street 231 Capitol Avenue

East Hartford, CT 06108 Hartford, CT 06103 Hartford, CT 06106

The Environmental Assessment is also available online at: www.ct.gov/environmentaldocuments
The project was scoped in the Environmental Monitor on August 18, 2015 under the Connecticut
Environmental Policy Act (CEPA); and a post scoping notice will be published to complete the
CEPA scoping process.

Please address any written comments, and/or document hardcopy requests to Mr, Mark W.
Alexander, Transportation Assistant Planning Director, CTDOT, Bureau of Policy and Planning,

2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131 or by email at dot.environmentalplanning(@ct.gov
prior to the close of business on Monday August 8, 2016.



] PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC ROTICE

Notice of Avaflability of Enviranmental Assessment and
Notloe Affording an Opportunity for Publle Hearlng

The G ficut Dep af Yransportaton {CTOOT), In

cooperalion with tha Faderal Highway Administration (FHWA),

prop the ol I-81 Northbound (NB) Interchange
29 and the widening of 1-91 NB and Route 5/15 NB to 1-84
Eastbound {EB) In Harlford and East Hartford, Conneoticut

State Projscl No. 63-703

The Environmental Assesement, Including project locafion
maps, drawings, and addilional infarmation for the proposad
project Is avallabls for publie Inspection at:

Conraclicul Doparimen! of Transportation - Room 2155
2800 Berfin Tumpika
HNewinglon, CT 08131

FHWA - Glastonbury Division Ofiica
628 Hebyon Ave, No. 303
Glastonbury, CT 06033

Raymond Public Library
840 Maln Street
East Hanford, CT 06108

Hartiord Public Library
500 Maln Sirest
Hartford, CT 08103

Copneciicut State Library
231 Capitol Avenue
Hartford, CT 05106

Tha dociment ke also avail onfine at

Any led ciizen may t andfor request a Public
Hearing covering the social, aconomic, and environmental
ghecls of the proposed project. Comments on the proposed
project and/or requests for a pubkic heering must ba submitted
in wiiting on ar befors August 8, 2016 to

Mr, Mark A Alaxander,
Transporalion Assistanl Planning Director
Conneclicut Depatiaent of Transpostat

Buraau of Policy and Planning,
2800 Barlin Tumpiks, Nawington, CT 06131

or by email to gol.enviropmenialolacning @ct.gov.
Adequale notice will be published to anncunce the date and
location of the hearing If one Is requirad

Journal Inquirer
July 8, 2016
July 21, 2018

Whoat are you
looking for? Find
it in Classified.

Journal Inouiirer
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PUBLIC.NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Natice of Self storage Llen Sale: on July 28, 2018,
Slafford Storage Will conduct a Public Bale to satisfy their fien

far noa-paymant.

Units io be aucloned are: #142 S Mazting k326 8 Manin; 8613
A Lepors; #6838 J Cooley. Conlenls conslst of furniture,
electronic andlor misceBaneous household tema. The sale
will lake place at Statford Storage, 40 Wes! Siatiord Road,
Stafford Springs, CT 08076. The sato will take place promptly
al 3:00 PM on thal day, The lanants havs the right to salisty
the debt and thereby slop the sala prior 1o the tma ol the
aucton, Contents of slarage unis 10 be sokd can be viewad al
3:00 PM on ihe day of the salo. The salo will b conducled by
saaled bid, AN sales are cash only, All conlents purchased
mugl be removed from the property within 48 hours of the
purchase, Plogse call BS0-684-1004 with any quastions,

Jourmal Enquirer
July 1, 2016
July & 2016

PUBLIC HOTICE

TAX COLLECTCR
THE EIGHTH UTILITIES DISTRICT

The Tax Celleclor of the Eighth Utliies District, Town of
Manchesier, ls giving notica thal paymanl of tixes on the
Grand List October 1, 2015 bacomes dus and payabls July 1,
2016,

Taxes must ba pald on or balore August 1, 2016 to avoid
Intarest charges. Paymani made afier August 1, 2016 will be
subject to an Interesl charge of 1 % % per month from the due
date ol July 1. Minimum lnleres! Is $2.00.

FAILURE TO RECEVE A TAX BILL SHALL NOT
INVALIDATE THE TAX OR INTEREST GHARGES,

M a recelpt Is dosired, please enclose a self-addressed,
siemped anvelope. Psyment may also be made onlina &t
www.manchesterelohthubiities.org. A convenlanca fea apphes

tor enfno

PUBLIC HOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE
Notica of Intent to Demcalish

Nalice Is hereby given that an applicalion for a Damolitan
Pemiit has been submitled to tha South Windsor Building
Department for the house located al 431 EEngion Road,
South Windsor, bull In 1937, Any resident seeking lo delay
this demoliion for up to 180 deys should contact the South
Windsor Bullding Department, In wriling, within 10 days of the
dale of this notice at Town of Gouth Windsor, Atin: Town
Bullding Oificlal, 1540 Sulivan Ave, South Windsor, GT
06074

South Windaor Demofition Defay Commitiee

July 8, 2016

Journal Ingqulrer

July 8, 2016
PUBLIC HOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given (o all taxpayers of tha TOWN OF EAST
WANDSOR, CONNECTICUT, that the FIRST INSTALLMENT
of Real Estals and Personal Proparty taxes, as wall as Mator
Vehicls tax bifls shali bacomé due and payable on July 1,

Office Hours
Monday throtsgh Filday 8:00 a.m. te 4:00 p.n.
Excluding Holideys

Albert Glonst
Tax Colleclor
Eighth Usiities District

Joumal Inguirer
Juns 30, 2016
July 8, 2018
July 27, 2016

PUBLIC KOTICE

Ofiica of tha Tax Collactor
Town of Somers
(860) 763-8210

Notica Is heraby given o the taxpayers of the town of Scmsrs
thal the st Inglalimend of real asiata and molor vehicle {over
§250.00) 1ax bils and the entire personal property tax, on the
grand [ist of Oclober 1, 2016, are dus and payabla on July
1sl, 2018, August 1, 2016 Is the lasl day lo pay these taxes
to avoid panalty interest. Per slale slaluta 12-145 Interast of
1.5% per month from the duie date, with a miWmum chargs
0l $2.00 will be appiled to all delinquent bills. The Interes! rata
applies per month, unti paid. Tha mailing addrass for tummant
lax payments la: Town of Somers, Depl. 324, P.O. Box
150505, Hartlord, CT 06115-0505. The lax oflice hours are
Monday - Wednesday 8:00 - 5:00, Thursday B:00 - 8:30 and
closed Friday, Online payments can ba made on our website:
www.somersch.gov.

Shemi Czyz
Tax Collector, Somars

Joumat Inguirar
June 24, 2016
July 8, 2016
July 27, 2018

PUBLIC HOTICE
NOTICE OF ADOPTION AND SUMMARY
OF AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE
TOWN OF MANCHESTER, CONNECTICUT
July 6, 2016

NOTICE 15 HEREBY GIVEN that al a regular meeling of the
Board of Directors of the Town of Manchester held on July 5,
2018, the following dmant to ordk aler 8 public
bearing held on July 5, 2016, was approved: "AMENDMENT
TO PROPEATY MAINTENANCE ORDINANCE®,  Acfion
Numbar 182-18,

The amendment revisas the Property Mainlenance ordinance,
Chapter 242 of the Cods of Ordinances, by providing
additlonsl enforcement provislons for blighled premises. It
al definition of biighted premises as

2016, Such taxes having been lald on the kst of
Oclober 1, 2015 shall become  delinquent if nol paid en or
before August 1, 2016, Interest accruas at a rate of 15 %
per menth, back to the original duo date of July 1, 2016, on all
definquent bills,

BAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES NOT RELIEVE OR
EXCUSE THE OBLIGATION OF THE BILL DUE Gonnaclicit
Ganeral Slatute 12-130

To avold long Fines, plesse psy by mai or onfine at
wew, eastwindsocel.com

Pleass mell checks payabla to Tax Gollector
Town of East Windsor
11Rye Streat
Buoad Brook, CT 06016

OFFIGE HOURS: Mon-Wed 8:30 - 430;
Tha 8:30 - 7:00; Fri 8:30 - 1:00

The tax offica wil be cosad Monday, July 4, 2018 for tha
Independence Day Weekend,

Dated al East Windsor, Connacticu, Juna 11, 2016

Pairicla Kealochvil, CCMC, Tax Collector
Joumnal Inquirer
June 24, 2018
July §, 2018

July 25, 2018

well 85 a citation process for the assessment and colleclion of
finas for violations of the ardinance. It also authorizes the
Town to remediate blighled propary f the owner fals to do so
in & imely fashion and recover the cost of the remediation
feom tha owmar.

This noee Is prepared for the beneft of the public, solsly for
purposes of iInformat i 1 and exF This
nofice doss nol represent the Intent of the Boasd of Dlrectors
of the Town of Mancheslat for any purpose.

Thie ordinanca shall lake effect ten (10) days after the thid
publication In this nevapager provided that within ten {10)
daya after the thicd publication of ihie notice a petition signed
by not less than five {5) percent of the electors of the Town,
as delermined from the lalest officla lisla of the Reglstrars of
Voters, has not been filed with the Town Clark requesting iis
rélerance 1o a specisl Town election,

A copy of the full text of the ordinance s oa file al the Town
Clark's offics and is available for public Inspection.

Dated at Manchester, Conneellci, Ihis 7th day of July, 2016,
By: Timothy P, O'Neil, Administrative Slatf Attomey

Journal Inquirer

July 8, 2016

July 9, 2016
July 11,2016

PUBLIC HOTIGE
LEGAL NOTICE

Notica is hareby given to Al taxpayers in the WAREROUSE
POINT FIRE DISTRICT of the TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR,
CONNECTICUT, thel the ONE INSTALLMENT of Raal Estale
end Parsonal Properly taxes shall bacome due and paysble
on July 1, 2018, Such taxes having beoen laid on the
assessmant list of Oclober 1, 2015 shall become delinguent if
nol pald on or befere August 1, 2016, ntarest accrues at a
rate of 1.6 % par month, back to ha original dus data of July
1, 2018, on all deinquent bils,

FAILURE TO RECEIVE A BILL DOES NOT RELIEVE OR
EXCUSE THE OBLIGATION OF THE BELL DUE. Connacticut
Genaral Slatule 12130

To avold long linss, please pay by mail or online al
WAWY.ea

Pieasa mall checks payable 10: Tax Colloclor
Town of East Windser
11Rya Stropl
Boad Brook, CT 06018

OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Wed 8:30 - 4;30;
E Thur 8;30 - 7:00; Fri 8:30 - 1:00

The tax offica will be closed Monday, July 4, 2016 for te
Independence Day Waekend,

Dated al Easl Windsor, Connacticut, Juns 11, 2016

Paliicla Kralochwl, CCMC, Tax Gollacior
Jownal Inquirer
June 24,2016
July 8,2016
duly 25, 2016
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JOURN RSPAY, JULY 212016 _ 33
OR] |[715 AUTO PARTS &| ({730 AUTOS | |{730 AUTOS| |{730 AUTOS { 11733 Suv's
NT| ACCESSORIES| FOR SALE FOR SALE FOR SALE
MITSUBISHI  OUTLANDER
all { TRUCK CAP: FREE 8' Ford g —==== | SUBARU LEGACY 2011 | 2005 185K miles neads tranny
of of | truck cap, Need gone ASAP. In = SRS | AWD, aulo, pwr windows, mir- Has new bres. §1,800 obo
68 | Vemon. Call B60-471-5850. rors, door locks, cruise, ABS, | BB0-816-0413
Es] ol mar $12508 Gl
730 EOR DAL 860.872.6207 CLASSIFIED
ghar 646-7767

04 Sliver Hyundai Elanita
ood condilion, 200,000 milles.
ow brakes, exhaust and Sres,

Power windows & g/c. Auto-

matic. $1500/0 860-670-3275

2003 Ford Focus: & deor. Au-
t0. 115k. Excellent Condition.
$2500/b.0, Gall 860-866-1652

ACUrE TL Sex
slanding valua w.f cw.ly 47 955

ury ddr, Mnta[ﬁc Grea, Tan

miles! 6eyl auto; Front wheo! int, 82,600 miles, Mint con-

drivo; pwr evel lhlng, CD chgr;

prem Bt 1) sargiite radto: ggzo%{m i ggﬂ%‘;ﬁf"";’é
sather;sunroof, prem whaals || 2 5 Wi
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

Relocation of I-91 Northbound Interchange 29 and Widening of 1-91
Northbound and Route 5/15 Northbound to 1-84 Eastbound in Hartford and
East Hartford, Connecticut

State Project Number: 63-703
Federal Aid Project Number: Pending
Project Description:

The proposed improvements include widening I-91 Northbound (NB) to extend the four-lane travel section from
Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant safety concerns, and provide an
efficient 1-91 to 1-84 connection. It is also proposed to remove the existing ramp at 1-91 NB Interchange 29 and
provide a major diverge south of the I-91 bridge over Route 15 to address the existing adverse vertical grade and
limited capacity of the existing ramp. The proposed new 1-91 diverge will consist of three lanes to the right,
maintaining 1-91 traffic (existing condition), and two lanes to the left, conveying traffic to Route 15 NB via a new
structure over Route 15 Southbound (SB). The existing pavement markings on the Charter Oak Bridge will be
modified to accommodate the additional NB lane from [-91. Additional proposed improvements include
widening Route 15 NB to three travel lames, from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass to
address congestion concerns on Route 15 and allow a more desirable distance from Interchange 29 on 1-91 to
merge from three travel lames to two prior to its merge with -84 East. The proposed project would relocate the
existing noise barrier walls on Route 15 NB and may result in the addition of new noise barrier walls on Route 15
SB from the Silver Lane on-ramp to the bridge over Main Street.

Pagelof21 Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



PART I: PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND AGENCY
COORDINATION

A. Public Involvement

Was there a notice of an opportunity of a public hearing when the EA was published?

Yes X NoO

What public involvement activities (legal notices, letters to affected property
owners/residents, meetings, newspaper articles, etc.) have occurred for this project?

A scoping notice for the project was published in the Environmental Monitor on August 18, 2015 under
the Connecticut Environmental Protection Act (CEPA). The comment period remained open until
September 18, 2015. During that time, the public had the opportunity to request a meeting. A public
notification of the EA was published on the Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT) public
notices web site and in the Hartford Courant and Journal Inquirer. The public notification of the EA
included a notice that a public hearing could be requested by interested parties. A public information
meeting was held in the City of Hartford on April 26, 2016 and in the Town of East Hartford on April 28,
2016. There was no opposition at the public information meeting in either Hartford or East Hartford.
Notifications of the public informational meetings were published in the Hartford Courant, Journal
Inquirer, and the Identidad Latina newspapers as well as a press release posted on the CTDOT website.
Copies of the press release were also mailed to the project abutters. A copy of the published
notification is attached.

Will this project involve substantial controversy concerning community and/or natural
resource impacts?

Yes[O No KX

Remarks: Substantial controversy is not anticipated for this project. The initial notification of the
project was published in the Connecticut Environmental Monitor on August 18, 2015 and lead to four
comment letters being submitted. The comments received from Connecticut Office of Policy and
Management (OPM), Connecticut Department of Public Health (DPH), Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP), and the public are attached for reference. None of the
letters received raised substantial concerns regarding community or natural resource impacts. The
public informational meetings held in Hartford and East Hartford also did not result in substantial
concerns.
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B. Agency Coordination

Coordination with agencies has occurred throughout the development of the project design and for
permitting the proposed project. Agencies and a brief description of the topics discussed are listed
below. Federal, State and local agencies are also being notified of this EA document.

City of Hartford and Town of East Hartford

Coordination with public officials on 10/15/14 to discuss the proposed project was well received.
Coordination with municipal engineering and highway departments addressing traffic and drainage
concerns for state and local roads on 6/4/15 and 6/24/15. The project Town Roads Meeting was held on
3/22/16 and was attended by East Hartford and Hartford officials and staff.

Metropolitan District Commission (MDC)

Project stormwater management and utility coordination meetings took place on 6/4/15, 6/24/15,
12/8/15 and 5/19/16.

US Army Corps of Engineers, DEEP Inland Water Resources, DEEP Office of Long Island Sound Programs

The project was presented at regulatory coordination meetings at CTDOT to discuss possible work in
previously permitted wetland mitigation areas and possible modification of existing wetlands to
improve stormwater quality. (6/18/15 and 11/19/15)

Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO)

FHWA informed tribal historic preservation offices of the Mohegan Tribe, Mashantucket Pequot Tribe,
and the Narragansett Tribe of the project on 10/6/2015 and no responses were received within the 30
day comment period.

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)

CTDOT informed the state historic preservation office of the project on 11/18/2014 and provided
additional information on 1/26/16. On 2/26/16 SHPO noted its concurrence with the finding that the
project results in no adverse effect to historic properties.

Additional transportation planning coordination

CTDOT has included this project in discussions with the Capitol Region Council of Governments
regarding regional transportation planning.

Office of Policy and Management

A scoping notice for the project was published in the Environmental Monitor on 8/18/15. Based on
CTDOT Environmental Classification Document and responses to the scoping notice it was determined
that an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) was not required. A post-scoping notice will be
prepared and published in the Environmental Monitor to complete the Connecticut Environmental
Policy Act (CEPA) process.
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PART Il: PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED AND ALTERNATIVES

Name of the Project: Relocation of I-91 Northbound Interchange 29 and Widening of I-91 Northbound and
Route 5/15 Northbound to 1-84 Eastbound

Project Location: Hartford and East Hartford, Connecticut, See attached Maps (Figures 1 and 2)

Logical Termini/Limits of Work: Northern terminus: Route 15 at -84 EB; Southern terminus: I-91 Interchange
27, near the Wethersfield/Hartford boundary.

A. Purpose and Need:

The purpose of the project is to address safety concerns associated with congestion and operational
deficiencies at the 1-91 northbound Interchange 29, which routinely experiences significant traffic delays
and above average crash frequency. Much of this can be attributed to the steep vertical grade and single-
lane configuration of the ramp, the heavy traffic weave on the Carter Oak Bridge, and the near capacity
volumes on I-91.

B. Project Description:

Existing Conditions:

This project begins on [-91 NB in the vicinity of Wethersfield Cove at approximately the
Hartford/Wethersfield town line, extending northerly along 1-91 NB to just past the Charter Oak Bridge
overpass. It also extends along State Route 5/15 NB from Interchange 87 at I-91 Interchange No. 27 in
Hartford to approximately 700 feet north of Interchange 91 - Silver Lane just before the 1-84 EB merge.

Interchange 29 is a partial interchange that provides a connection between 1-91 NB and Route 5/15 NB, as
well as between Route 5/15 SB and 1-91 SB. Immediately northeast of the interchange, Route 5/15 crosses
the Connecticut River as the Charter Oak Bridge. Interchange 29 on I-91NB is a single-lane off-ramp that
has a steep vertical grade and near capacity traffic volumes at 1,790 vehicles in the evening peak hour
with significant percentage of heavy vehicles at approximately 11%.

In addition, once ramp traffic reaches the top of the vertical grade, traffic must weave across traffic on
Route 5/15 NB destined for an exit to Route 2/Main Street on the east end of the bridge in East Hartford.
Combined, these factors cause a significant delay in traffic on 1-91 NB, higher than expected crash rates
and the queuing of traffic onto the mainline of the highway.

The existing traffic queues extend onto I-91 NB mainline, taking up the right lane of the three-lane facility.
The length of the queue varies, but has been observed to extend approximately 1.4 miles south to the
vicinity of the Wethersfield/Hartford town line and the 1-91 Bridge over Wethersfield Cove. From visual
observations, it appears that these queues are not only occurring during normal peak hours of traffic
(weekdays 7:00 to 9:00 AM and 4:00 to 6:00 PM), but outside those hours as well. The safety issues are
compounded by drivers that routinely cut into the right-lane queue from the center lane, which impedes
traffic flow in the left lane and further increases congestion on I-91 in this area.
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During 2011 through 2013 a total of 751 crashes were reported on I-91 NB from just north of the
Wethersfield Cove to exit ramp on Interchange 29. Of that, 178 resulted in injuries and 1 fatality. Route 15
NB had a total of 201 crashes occur between Interchange 85 - Silas Deane Highway (Route 99) and 1-84 EB
in East Hartford. 61 injuries and 3 fatalities were reported on this segment of Route5/15 NB. Crash data
and diagrams can be found in the Access Modification Report (available upon request).

Preferred Alternative Description:

The proposed design for this project is Alternative 8B, which is presented below:

Widen I-91 NB from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29

To relieve congestion, address significant safety concerns and provide an efficient 1-91 to 1-84 connection,
1-91 NB will be widened to extend the four lane travel lane section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29.
This widening will occur on the easterly side of 1-91 NB and will require modifications to four existing
bridges. The roadways under Bridge Nos. 00813 (I-91 over Route 15), 01466 (I-91 over the SB entrance to
I-91 SB and Route 15 SB), and 00480 (I-91 over Airport Road) will be lowered to maintain minimum
vertical clearances.

Relocate the I-91 NB Exit Ramp at Interchange 29

To address the adverse vertical grade and limited capacity of the existing ramp, it is proposed to remove
the existing ramp and provide a major diverge on 1-91 NB just south of the overpass of Route 15. The
diverge will consist of three lanes of I-91 NB traffic maintained to the right (existing condition) and two
lanes to the left via a new bridge over Route 15. This will require realignment of Route 15 and widening of
the southern approach to the Charter Oak Bridge. To avoid widening the Charter Oak Bridge over the
Connecticut River, existing pavement markings on Route 15 NB will be modified to accommodate the
added lane from the new I-91 NB Interchange 29 ramp. These four travel lanes on Route 15 NB will be
carried across the bridge to the existing lane drop at Interchange 90 to Route 2 and Route 5.

Widen Route 15 NB from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane Underpass

Due to the proximity of the four lane merge and lane drop at Interchange 90, it is proposed that Route 15
will be widened to three travel lanes from Interchange 90 to the Silver Lane underpass, prior to merging
with 1-84 Eastbound (EB). This widening addresses congestion concerns on Route 15 and allows for a
more desirable distance prior to the 1-84 EB merge. The improvement will require widening two bridges
on Route 15 (Route 15 over Route 5 and Route 15 over Silver Lane). A noise barrier wall is proposed along
the Route 5/15 SB on-ramp from Silver Lane and the existing noise barrier walls along Route 5/15 NB will
be relocated due to the roadway widening.

Project concept plans are included in the Figures section.

Is an access modification required?

YesX Nol

If yes, when did the FHWA grant a conditional approval of the access modification?

Conceptual approval of the Access Modification Report was received on 5/2/2016.
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C. Other Alternatives Considered:

CTDOT developed and reviewed eight (8) concept alternatives, plus several variations of those
alternatives, for addressing the operational and safety issues relating to 1-91 northbound off-ramp at
Interchange 29 including a no-build alternative. Four of the build conceptual alternatives were advanced
for further study in the Scope Review and Recommendation Report prepared by CTDOT’s Project
Development Unit. These included options for widening the existing ramp to the Charter Oak Bridge
(Alternatives 6C and 6D); replacing the existing ramp with a connection to Route 5/15 NB further to the
south at I-91 Interchange 27 (Alternative 4) and constructing a two-lane major left-diverge ramp to the
south of the existing ramp (Alternative 8B).

Widening the existing ramp to add a second lane was part of both Alternatives 6C and 6D. That design
improved the existing ramp by providing a climbing lane for heavy vehicles. Widening the existing ramp
maintains the existing vertical geometry issues (5% grade) at the ramp and the introduction of a second
lane on the ramp worsens the weave conditions as slow moving heavy vehicle would need to weave
through an additional lane before the Route 2/Main Street exit at the east end of the bridge. Alternatives
6C and 6D minimized the need to modify highway in the project corridor resulting in lower estimated
project costs. The 6C and 6D alternatives were eliminated from further consideration because they did
not fully address the project need.

Alternative 4 proposed replacing the existing ramp with a connection at Interchange 27. Alternative 4
required the replacement of four existing bridges to accommodate new roadway. The estimated cost of
Alternative 4 was twice that of the preferred alternative due to the impacts to existing infrastructure.
Based on the estimated project cost and complex maintenance and protection of traffic that would be
required, Alternative 4 was eliminated from further consideration.

CTDOT’s analysis of conceptual alternatives resulted in the selection of Preferred Alternative 8B which
replaces the existing Interchange 29 ramp with a two lane left diverge. This alternative requires
modification of existing bridges; however, those modifications can be achieved through deck widening
and lowering roadways while retaining the existing bridge structure. The preferred alternative eliminates
the existing problems of ramp grade and capacity, achieving the project needs.

A copy of CTDOT’s alternatives summary is included in the Access Modification Report. The conceptual
layout of the preferred alternative was further refined in the Preliminary Design process. The Access
Modification Report, Preliminary Design Plans and Scope Review and Recommendation Report are
available upon request.

The No-build Alternative is not feasible, prudent or practicable because:

It would not correct existing capacity deficiencies;
It would not correct existing safety hazards;
It would not correct the existing roadway geometric deficiencies;
It would not correct existing deteriorated conditions and maintenance problems; or
O It would result in serious impacts to the motoring public and general welfare of the economy.
] Other (describe):
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D. Maintenance of Traffic During Construction:

Maintenance of Traffic During Construction Yes No

Is a temporary bridge proposed? m

Is a temporary roadway proposed? m

Will the project involve the use of a detour or required ramp closure? (describe in

remarks) O
Provisions will be made for access by local traffic and so posted. n
Provisions will be made for through-traffic dependent businesses. O
Provisions will be made to accommodate any local special events. N

Will the proposed maintenance of traffic plan change the environmental

consequences of the action? O

Is there substantial controversy associated with the proposed method for the

maintenance of traffic plan? O

Remarks: A Conceptual Maintenance and Protection of Traffic Plan has been prepared for the project as
part of the Preliminary Design. The staging plan for the project consists of four main stages with
additional sub-stages. The main goals of the plan are to:

e Create a safe and effective work zone

e Maintain existing number of lanes during peak travel periods whenever feasible
Utilize off-peak lane closures

e Design speed of 45 mph for all modifications of lane widths and shoulders
The project will require temporary ramp closures including the closure of I-91 NB exit 28 and Route 15
exit 91 to Silver Lane. A minor amount of temporary roadway is required to accommodate traffic during
construction at the vicinity of the new bridge and left diverge. At this time no local special events have
been identified that would require coordination.

E. Estimated Project Cost and Schedule:

Estimated Project Cost and Schedule
Total Project Costs: approximate $287,000,000.00
Anticipated Start Date of Construction: Spring 2018
Date Project Incorporated into STIP: Pending Access Modification approval
Date Project Incorporated into TIP: Pending Access Modification approval

Remarks: The cost estimate for the proposed project is presented based on the estimation prepared for
the Preliminary Design submission. Assumptions and contingencies included in the cost estimate are
discussed in the Preliminary Design Report which is available upon request.
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F. Right-of-Way:

Land Use Impacts Number: of TOt?I Partial Takings Easem.ents (Slope
Relocations Takings or Drainage)

Residential: None None None To be determined
Commercial: None None None None
Other: Utilities None None None Yes (area TBD)
Other: Municipalities None None None Yes (area TBD)
TOTAL: None None None TBD

Yes No
Is a conceptual relocation study required? O
Has utility relocation coordinated been initiated? O

Remarks: The majority of the project work is contained within the existing Right-of-Way (ROW) of 1-91
and Route 15. No relocations, total or partial acquisitions are required. The project does anticipate
easements for construction access, grading and drainage. Based on the Preliminary Design, the project
will require 14 easements. Currently, easements are anticipated for parcels owned by the City of Hartford
Public Works, the Metropolitan District Commission, Connecticut Resources Recovery Authority and the
Connecticut Light and Power Company.

The project is using engineering methods such as retaining walls and engineered slopes to minimize
impacts to parcels that abut the project area. Utility coordination has been initiated and is beginning to
develop plans for any possible utility relocations that may be required for construction.
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PART Ill: IDENTIFICATION AND EVALUATION OF IMPACTS
OF THE PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE

A. Surface Water Resources

Surface Water Resources Present? Impacts?
(Y/N) (Y/N)

Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers No No
Waters listed on Federal Nationwide River Inventory No No
Navigable Waterways Yes No
Reservoirs No No
Lakes No No
Detention Basins or Storm Water Management Facilities Yes Yes
Other:

Remarks: Navigable waterways, detention basins, and stormwater management facilities are present
within the project area. The Charter Oak Bridge spans the Connecticut River which is a navigable
waterway and also designated as an impaired waterbody. Work is proposed on the Charter Oak Bridge,
but no work is proposed below the waterline at the bridge. Coordination with the United States Coast
Guard (USCG) will be initiated after a finalized scope of work at the Charter Oak Bridge is determined. Itis
anticipated that a construction letter notification will be required by USCG but not an individual bridge
permit. The Hockanum River, which flows into the Connecticut River, is near the project area. Work
within or over the Hockanum River is not proposed. Per Connecticut’s 2014 Integrated Water Quality
Report (IWQR), these sections of the Connecticut and Hockanum Rivers are categorized as impaired
waterbodies for the following uses described in the table below:

Waterbody Waterbody Waterbody Waterbody Impaired Cause
Segment ID Name type Size Designated Use
Connecticut . . . . Polychlorinated
CT4000-00_03 . River 35.6 Miles Fish Consumption .
River-03 biphenyls
Connecticut . . . _—_ .
CT4000-00_03 . River 35.6 Miles Recreation Escherichia coli
River-03
Habitat for Fish,
Hockanum . . S
CT4500-00_01 ] River 4.26 Miles Other Aquatic Life Cause Unknown
River-01 L
and Wildlife

Folly Brook Reservoir, present near the southern project limit, is not a drinking water reservoir, but part of
the City of Hartford flood control system. Water is stored in the basin and pumped through the flood
control dike into the Wethersfield Cove and the Connecticut River.

Detention basins and stormwater management systems associated with the project roadways and
adjacent urban areas are present in the project area. Some of these areas include constructed wetlands
or swales that convey stormwater, but are also regulated under State and/or Federal wetlands
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regulations. The drainage design for the project is in progress and includes measures to improve
stormwater quality and detain runoff peak flows. The project will seek to improve water quality to the
maximum extent practicable; however, stormwater improvements will be limited by available area,
existing wetlands and topography.

B. Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S.

Wetlands and other Waters of the U.S. Present?(Y/N) Impacts? (Y/N)
Wetlands Yes Yes
Other Waters of the U.S. Yes Yes

Total Area in Project Limits: approximately 45 acres

Total Area Impacted: lessthan 1 acre

Remarks: This project is anticipated to impact federal and state regulated wetlands and watercourses.
Many of the stormwater swales within the project corridor meet the regulatory definition of a watercourse
under the Connecticut Inland Wetlands and Watercourses Act and Waters of the US under the Clean Water
Act. The project is considering modifications of regulated Wetlands and Waters of the US to provide
improved stormwater quality treatment and stabilize banks. Existing wetlands and watercourses in the
project area were constructed and have water quality and stormwater treatment as their primary
function. The location of these constructed watercourses adjacent to existing highways and urban
develop limit their ability to provide habitat and recreation functions. The goal of the proposed work in
wetland would be to maintain or increase the existing wetland area and improve functions relative to
existing conditions. Stormwater quality improvement, detention and construction related impacts may
exceed 1 acre and require an Individual Section 404 ACOE Permit. The determination of wetland impact
area is pending additional design information.

Wetland delineation was conducted adjacent to the areas of proposed widening of 1-91 NB and Route
5/15 NB. Wetlands and watercourses present near the project area, but outside of the proposed work
area are shown approximately on the project plans based on aerial photo interpretation. The project
crosses over the Connecticut River which has an established Coastal Jurisdictional Line elevation of
3.8 feet (NAVD8S) in the project area.

C. Drinking Water Sources

Drinking Water Sources Present?(Y/N) Impacts? (Y/N)
Surface Supply Watershed No No
Potential Water Company Lands No No
Wells (Community, Non-community, Aquifer Protection) No No
Sole Source Aquifer Protection Area No No
Aquifer Protection Area No No

Remarks: No impacts to drinking water sources are anticipated for this project. Drinking water within
the surrounding of the Charter Oak Bridge project is provided by the Metropolitan District Commission
(MDC). MDC-owned land is present east of the southeastern extent of the project, but this land is not
related to water supply source water protection. According to the Atlas of Public Water Supply Sources &
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Drainage Basins of Connecticut (June 1982), two public drinking water wells, Pratt and Whitney Aircraft
Well No. 1 and No. 2, exist approximately 1 mile south of the northeast end of the project limits, next to
the Rentschler Airport. The project is not located within an aquifer protection area or sole source aquifer
protection area based on DEEP and USEPA online mapping. The Department of Public Health sent CTDOT
a comment letter during the CEPA public scoping period stating that this project is not within a public
water supply source (see Attachment A).

D. Floodplains

Floodplains Present?(Y/N) Impacts? (Y/N)
100-year Floodplain Yes Yes
Floodway Yes No

Yes No
Will the project have a “significant encroachment” on a
floodplain (100-year flood) or floodway? O
Will a flood management certification be required? O

Remarks: One-hundred year floodplain, FEMA Zone AE, is present at the northeast and southern limits of
the proposed project. Floodplain, FEMA Zone AE, is present north of Route 15, on the east side of the
Connecticut River. East of the River, FEMA Zone AE is also mapped in the area of the Route 15, Route 2
interchange, associated with the Hockanum River. The Connecticut River is mapped as FEMA Zone AE.
Areas of Floodway are designated at the channels of both the Hockanum River and the Connecticut River.
West of the River, Wethersfield Cove is mapped as FEMA Zone AE. The Wethersfield Cove is at the
southern limit of the project and is not inferred to be impacted by the scope of work. This floodplain is
limited on its north side by a flood control dyke. FEMA floodplain limits are depicted in Figure 2.

The Connecticut River flows approximately north to south beneath the Charter Oak Bridge (Route 5/15)
within the limits of the project. No in-water work is proposed for the Charter Oak Bridge rehabilitation
project. The project will not result in any encroachment or fill in floodway, minor work in mapped
floodplain is proposed at existing stormwater outfalls and possible stormwater management
improvements. It is anticipated that a Flood Management Certification will be required for the work in
Floodplain but no significant loss of flood storage is proposed.

The Hockanum River flows approximately east to west adjacent to the Charter Oak Bridge (Route 5/15).
Impacts within the floodplain of the Hockanum River are not anticipated. Direct impacts to the
Hockanum River are also not anticipated.
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E. Terrestrial Habitat

Terrestrial Habitat Yes No
Unique or high quality habitat Present? O
Does project need DEEP Fisheries Coordination? O

Remarks: There are no unique or high-quality habitats present within the project area since the project is
to take place in the existing highway ROW within an urban area. No in-water work is proposed in the
Hockanum River; however, work from a barge within the Connecticut River may be necessary for the
structural work at the Charter Oak Bridge. DEEP fisheries coordination will occur once it is determined if
work from barges will be required. Work below the waterline of the Charter Oak Bridge is not anticipated.

F. Threatened and Endangered Species

. Present? Impacts?
Threatened and Endangered Species (V/N) (V/N)
Within the known range of any federally protected species Yes No
Critical habitat within project area Yes No
Federal species found in project area Yes No
State species found in project area Yes No
Within 1 mile of known hibernacula for Northern long-eared bat No No
Yes No
Will trees be cut as part of this project? O

Remarks: No impacts to threatened and endangered species are anticipated for this project. The
Federally Endangered Dwarf Wedgemussel (Alasmidonta heterodon) is known to be present in the
Connecticut River, although it is not known whether it exists in the project area. No in-water work in the
Connecticut River is anticipated. If work barge anchoring in the Connecticut River is required, additional
coordination with USFWS will occur. An area of Floodplain Forest Critical Habitat Area is mapped by DEEP
at the confluence of the Hockanum and Connecticut Rivers. This critical habitat area is mapped by DEEP
as part of the Connecticut Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. No impacts to floodplain forest
are anticipated.
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G. Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act

Section 106 Consultation and Tribal Consultation Yes No
Are any NR-eligible or NR-listed resources present? O
Are any National Historic Landmarks present? O
Has OEP reviewed the project and determined/recommended a finding? O
Has SHPO Consultation (if applicable) been completed? O
Has Tribal Consultation been completed? 0
Is the project within the Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor or the

Upper Housatonic Valley Heritage Area? =
If the recommended finding was an adverse effect, has an MOA been

completed? Enter date of signed MOA: N/A no adverse effect finding = =

Remarks: The project coordination with THPOs of the Mohegan Tribe, Mashantucket Pequot Tribe, and
the Narragansett Tribe and did not receive a response within the 30-day comment period. SHPO
confirmed the finding of No Adverse Effect by the project in correspondence on 2/26/16. Agency
coordination is presented in Appendix B.

H. Section 4(f) of the US DOT Act
Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Conservation Act

. Present? Impacts?
Section 4(f) and 6(f) Resources
(Y/N) (Y/N)
Section 4(f): Publicly-owned parks, recreation areas, or wildlife and
. L Yes Yes temporary
waterfowl refuges of national, state, or local significance
Section 4(f): Historic Sites of national, state, or local significance No No
present
Properties protected by Section 6(f) of the Land and Water Yes Yes,
Conservation Fund Act temporary
Yes No
Would the project qualify for a Section 4(f) exception? O
Would project result in a use of a Section 4(f) property? O
If yes, would project need:
4(f) de minimis impact? O O
4(f) programmatic evaluation? O O
4(f) individual evaluation? O O
Would project result in the permanent conversion of a Section 6(f)
. O
property to a non-recreation use?

Remarks: Work at the Charter Oak Bridge in Hartford is anticipated to result in temporary impacts to the
Charter Oak Landing Park and boat launch area. Work for the relocation of the exit 29 ramp to the
Charter Oak Bridge and work to the Charter Oak Bridge itself over the Charter Oak Landing Park may
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require temporary impacts to this area of the park, restricting access to the public to the area in the
vicinity of the Charter Oak Bridge and potentially the boat launch for a portion of construction. The
impacts would most likely result in the storage of construction materials in the immediate vicinity. The
Charter Oak Landing Park is a publicly owned park and recreation area located below the bridge
designating it as a Section 4(f) resource. Work in the area is not expected to have any long-term impacts
to the Charter Oak Landing Park and the impacts qualify as an exception to Section 4(f) approval under 23
CFR 774. 13(d) since the impacts are only temporary and would not qualify as a “use” under Section 4(f).
Coordination with the City of Hartford has been ongoing and their concurrence is located in Appendix B.
Charter Oak Landing Park received Federal money under the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF)
Act and therefore is afforded protection under 6(f). However, since the impacts are only temporary during
a portion of construction and there will be no permanent conversion of any portion of the protected land
from recreation, there is no further action required under Section 6(f). Coordination has occurred with the
CTDEEP regarding Section 6(f) and their concurrence is located in Appendix B. Additionally, it may be
necessary to temporarily impact a small portion of Great River Park in the Town of East Hartford during a
portion of construction. This too will qualify as an exception to Section 4(f) approval under CFR 23
774.13(d) since the impacts are only temporary and would not qualify as a “use” under Section 4(f).
Coordination with the Town of East Hartford is ongoing and their concurrence is located in Appendix B.
The portion of Great River Park that was granted LWCF Act funding is not located within the project area
and would not be impacted. Coordination is on-going as the proposed work near and above the park is
developed. The project’s proximity to parks at the Connecticut River was identified and presented at the
Town Roads Meeting (3/22/16).

l. Air Quality
Air quality Non-Attainment  Maintenance Attainment
What is the designation for this project area?
co O O
PM2.5 n n
Yes No
Is the project exempt from conformity analysis? O
If NO:
Is the project on the current TIP/STIP? m
Is a project level emissions analysis required? |
Is the project categorically excluded from analysis of potential
MSAT effects? O
Does the project have potential for MSATs effects requiring a
qualitative or quantitative analysis? O

Remarks: An Air Quality Assessment was performed for the project by CTDOT and is attached. Results of
the analysis find that the project is in conformity with the Clean Air Act. No additional coordination is
required.
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J. Noise

Noise Yes No

Does the project require a noise analysis in accordance with FHWA'’s

regulations and the CTDOT traffic noise policy? X =

Remarks: Due to the widening of Route 5/15 in East Hartford, monitoring of traffic noise levels at the
apartments located along this section is required. The project proposes the addition of noise walls along
Route 5/15 SB on-ramp from Silver Lane and relocation of the existing noise barrier walls along Route
5/15 NB. There are no residential neighborhoods within the project on the Hartford side as the locations
are mostly commercial; therefore the installation of noise walls in that area is not proposed. Preliminary
study reports have concluded that modeled traffic noise levels of the proposed build conditions would be
greater than the existing levels. Noise abatement measures are considered feasible and reasonable and
will reduce the noise levels within the residential areas highlighted as a concern. CTDOT’s Noise Study
has been submitted to FHWA and is attached.

K. Hazardous Materials and Waste Sites

Hazardous Materials and Waste Sites Yes No

Are there any known hazardous materials or waste sites within the

. : O
project corridor?

Remarks: A landfill is present within the project area between 1-91 and Route 15 in Hartford. The design
seeks to minimize impacts to that landfill. In the early 1990s this landfill was constructed as part of
project number 63-434 which consolidated ‘compacted spoil’ into a landfill also referred to as the
‘Entombed Soil Area’. Review of the plans for project 63-434 show that the encapsulation was achieved
using a flexible membrane liner to minimize rainfall infiltration into the landfill with a designed drainage
system to direct any stormwater away from the encapsulated material. To achieve the widening I-91 NB
within these limits, a retaining wall is proposed. This wall will be a reinforced concrete wall that will be
constructed to retain 1-91 NB and permit the existing drainage swale to remain as designed. The
construction of this wall will require the Contractor to excavate in the vicinity of the existing membrane
liner. Details and specifications will be developed to ensure that the membrane liner remains intact and
the existing drainage swale continues to function on the exterior of the proposed wall. These details and
specifications will be developed during the final design phase in coordination with on-going
environmental compliance analysis of the project area. Proposed improvements may require a
Disruption Authorization and/or an Environmental Land Use Restriction - Engineered Control.

Further investigation of soils and groundwater in the project area is being directed by CTDOT’s
Environmental Compliance Unit to manage hazardous materials during project construction.
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L. Community Impacts

Community Impacts Yes No

Does the project result in substantial impacts to community cohesion? O

X

Does the project result in substantial impacts to local/regional development

patterns in the area? =
Does the project result in substantial impacts to the local tax base or property

O
values?
Would the project result in substantial impacts to health and educational facilities,
emergency services, religious institutions, community facilities, public O

transportation services, or pedestrian and bicycle facilities within the project area?

Remarks: The project does not result in any significant adverse impacts to the communities in the project
area. The goal of the project is to improve driver safety at existing highways. The project does not add or
remove access points to the existing highways and does not construct new roadway alignment outside of
existing ROW. Additional right-of-way required for the project is not on privately owned parcels. The
project does not require modification to any existing buildings or land uses.

Because the project does not add or remove access points to the highway or significantly expand
roadway capacity, the project is not expected to impact the local or regional development patterns. The
existing parcels adjacent to highway in the project corridor are adjacent to highway in both existing and
proposed conditions; therefore, no substantial impacts to the local tax base or property values are
anticipated. The project proposes to replace and extend noise barriers in East Hartford to reduce
highway impacts on adjacent residential areas (Section J).

Land use within the project corridor is transportation both in existing and proposed conditions. The
project does not include new roadway alignments through residential land use areas. The modifications
to the highway including lane additions in some areas will not separate any institutions from the
community. The Connecticut River and its floodplain are utilized as parkland including Great River Park
in East Hartford and Charter Oak Landing in Hartford. The Charter Oak Bridge includes a bicycle and
pedestrian walkway which connects the two parks. The proposed project maintains this connection and
will maintain the park and recreational use at the Connecticut River.

M. Environmental Justice (E.O. 12898)

Environmental Justice (E.O. 12898) Yes No

Are any EJ populations located within the project area? O

Would the project result in disproportionately high or adverse

impacts to EJ populations? =

Remarks: Federal Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice (EJ) in
Minority Populations and Low Income Populations, requires federal agencies to avoid disproportionately
high and adverse human health and environmental effects on minority and low income populations.
Minority and low-income environmental justice populations are present within the project corridor
according to the 2010 Census Demographic and Income profiles by the United States Census Bureau. EPA
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environmental justice mapping and screening tool, EJSCREEN, was utilized to corroborate data and
demographic information surrounding the project area. The American Community Survey given by the
U.S. Census Bureau estimates that within Census Tract 5025 and 5106 of Hartford County, approximately
36.9% and 19.3% respectively, are living below the poverty level (U.S. Census Bureau, 2014). The
percentage of minority populations living within the Census Tract surveyed during the 2010 decennial
Census reported respectively, 72.1% and 73.2% of persons living in these tracts are minorities (U.S.
Census Bureau, 2010). Significant non-English speaking populations with Limited English Proficiency are
also present. By the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 22a-20a, the entire city of Hartford and town of
East Hartford are environmental justice communities due to their status of a Distressed Municipality per
2015 reports. According to CGS Section 32-9p, a distressed municipality is based on “high unemployment
and poverty, aging housing stock and low or declining rates of growth in job creation, population, and per
capita income.” This project is not considered under DEEP’s Environmental Justice Policy of actions that
would be subject to a permit because it does not fall under sections 22a-20a (b)(2), (3) and (4) CGS. The
proposed project is also consistent with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which requires
nondiscrimination in any federally funded activities. The project modifies a limited access highway
within the existing ROW with only minor work outside the ROW. There are no foreseeable adverse social,
economic, or environmental effects on minority and low-income populations as defined by the DOT and
FHWA environmental orders. Therefore, in accordance with the provisions of E.O. 12898, DOT 5610.2(a)
and FHWA Order 6640.23A, no further EJ analysis is required. Information on environmental justice
populations within the project corridor from US Census Bureau and EPA statistics are linked on the
Reference Page.

N. Indirect and Cumulative Impacts

Remarks: No significant negative indirect or cumulative impacts are anticipated as a result of the project.
As described in Section L. Community Impacts, the project does not significantly alter the existing
roadway capacity or entrance and exit points, which will limit indirect and/or cumulative impact which
might result from changing development patterns in the project area.

0. Permits Checklist

Permits Checklist Yes No
Flood Management Certification O
Inland Wetlands/Watercourses Permits O
Stormwater Permit O
Department of Public Health Permits O
Section 401 Water Quality Certification |
Dam Safety Permits O
Coastal Permits/Certifications O
Section 404 Permit O
U.S. Coast Guard Permit O

Remarks: A final permit determination is pending the development of the project plans and has been
reviewed at regulatory coordination meetings at CTDOT. A preliminary permit need determination form
is attached. Coordination with US Coast Guard is pending design information at the Charter Oak Bridge.
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Itis currently anticipated that the project will include modifications to the bridge deck and superstructure
that will not significantly alter the existing low chord or span openings of the existing bridge. Work may
require a barge in the Connecticut River during construction. We anticipate that a construction letter will
be required by US Coast Guard but not an individual bridge permit.
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PART IV: ENVIRONMENTAL AND PROJECT COMMITMENTS

List all Environmental and Project Commitments (in numerical format) for the project.

1. In-lieu fee mitigation for section 404 permit is anticipated. Impact area determination is
pending final design and coordination with ACOE.

2. Additional commitments may be required based on permit conditions.

3. Potential noise barrier construction in East Hartford.
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Figure 2: FEMA Floodplain and Floodway
Project Concept Plans (4 sheets)

Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



s

FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
STATE PROJECT NO. 63-703: RELOCATION OF I-91 INTERCHANGE 29

saibuod

horas St

CHARTER OAK LANDING PARK

nawar

any-PIRUSY

gmott st

Re

ading S

55t

T
pent Rd B N
5 e Hockanum . o z
5 4 ™ Ao %
godW enst 5 grs carter-St %’; o"‘:: Z
and S Al 1 2 ¥
way'e? 4 Hartford-Brainard ‘l“_, aiiprook O
© o A Ml
2 & Airport o b
3 s & N oxtord BF
st E s 3 y .
hish S g ot % % & R \ :’\B:“_;\
3
‘;E?(:)Druur'wl St ?3
8 prymouth St 5 5 X
n 5
Th S hanmeeSt 1 Sunny’e
5 .:,Duum\,&l 0 o aroad St
)
: Z o caonSt |
%
N »
@ golton St :E:
St = } %,
eSt \ G A z;///d\&
toria RY o - Z
i MDC-WATER POLLUTION CONTROL FACILITY
g 3 KencoveD!
& o, N
2 &v \ putnAM By,
| _ g Sie -
S jordan " Sources: Esri; HERE, DeLorme, USGS, Intermap, increment P.€orp:, NRCAN,
& | % Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri (Thailand), MapmyIndia, ©
y s 3 OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS UseF€ommunity

Wawarme nv

eniontStE

t
Meadow S

g pehpa?

3

e O e AND WIDENING OF I-91NB AND STATE ROUTE 5/15 NB TO 1-84 EB
m : HARTFORD AND EAST HARTFORD, CT
t ; S'B{VFE‘“ ;‘;‘mmncrziiﬂ) — - - é\":.‘é— g
| GREAT RIVER PARK e
Phoanix Mutual W o
Hartford i ‘ ,“\n ?Z
Sg Arch g, pland St Sil
1;1/:70/"";//% 1% T,% % L U \ T O//’o,og
COLT ARMORY BOAT LAUNCH

~| Legend

o™ mead R D Project Area
;‘ . 4 : 5 Public Park
REGIONAL FARMERS MARKET A"», £\ 2
R/ LSS Q
h »'r, 7 grewer S s @ 8

HARTFORD BRAINARD AIRPOR

Date: 3/29/2016

1inch = 2,000 feet

T . Feet
0 5001,000 2,000



Nhodges
Text Box
FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
STATE PROJECT NO. 63-703: RELOCATION OF I-91 INTERCHANGE 29 
AND WIDENING OF I-91NB AND STATE ROUTE 5/15 NB TO I-84 EB
HARTFORD AND EAST HARTFORD, CT


ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

FEMA FLOODPLAIN AND FLOODWAY

.
.

FIGURE 2

clure
g

Archita
al
|

—

i

L

STATE PROJECT NO. 63-703: RELOCATION OF 1-91 INTERCHANGE 29

Surveying

"'7}) Engineer

s

nantal Sarvica:

il

AND WIDENING OF I-91NB AND STATE ROUTE 5/15 NB TO 1-84 EB

HARTFORD AND EAST HARTFORD, CT

v
wl

ra

Hartford )

[2¢ < ¢ Zone AE (100-YR FLOOD)

/A FLOODWAY

Well

yersfield e

2 -~

glot st

W
Hockanum.

Hartford-Brainard

0 WBragpy,,

-1
e 51

o

reddind

= 2,000 feet
N . Feet
2,000

0 5001,000

1linch

Source: FEMA
Date: 4/4/2016

]




KEYMAP FOR PROJECT CONCEPT PLANS
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

STATE PROJECT NO. 63-703: RELOCATION OF 1-91 INTERCHANGE 29
AND WIDENING OF 1-91 NB AND STATE ROUTE 5/15NB TO -84 EB

HARTFORD AND EAST HARTFORD, CT

| East Hartford

1-91

Route5/15

Connecticut River |

Exit 29

Route5/15

Exit 28

Route5/15

SCALE 1IN FEET

©
=

[ . . |
Con™ e e e .

1400 0 1400 2800




LEGEND: | ;
[ EARTH FILL

. I EARTH CUT =
' [ FULL DEPTH RECONSTRUCTION /"

[ PROPOSED STRUCTURE
I MILL AND OVERLAY
I CULVERTS (BELOW GRADE)
I PROPOSED SIDEWALK

~— WETLANDS / DRAINAGE

| WATER

I TUNNEL
-——— RIGHT OF WAY

., ——— PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY

e

LIMIT OF
27 —.CONSTRUCTION /*

e xy
bl Ly

i) { a TS | A

RELOCATION OF I-91 NB INTERCHANGE 2

AND

|WIDENING OF I-91 NB AND ROUTE 15 NB

STATE PROJ. NO. 63-703

e =
OF CONSTRUCTION




LEGEND:

[T EARTH FILL

[N EARTH CUT

[ ] FULL DEPTH RECONSTRUCTION =
PROPOSED STRUCTURE
MILL AND OVERLAY ,
CULVERTS (BELOW GRADE) [
PROPOSED SIDEWALK

§ WETLANDS / DRAINAGE

] WATER

STRUCTURE TO BE REMOVED

-——— RIGHT OF WAY

D RIGHT OF WAY

AND
WIDENING OF I-91 NB AND ROUTE 15
STATE PROJ. NO. 63-703




LEGEND:
[ EARTH FILL
[ EARTH CUT
FULL DEPTH RECONSTRUCTION
PROPOSED STRUCTURE
MILL AND OVERLAY
[ CULVERTS (BELOW GRADE)
N PROPOSED SIDEWALK
——~— WETLANDS / DRAINAGE
WATER
STRUCTURE TO BE REMOVED
RIGHT OF WAY
— PROPOSED RIGHT OF WAY

s ik = -
RELOCATION OF I-91 NB INTERCHANGE
AND
WIDENING OF I-91 NB AND ROUTE 15 NB|
STATE PROJ. NO. 63-703




ATTACHMENTS

Public Information Meeting Announcements

Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



Calendar Event Info for Web Site

Event Title: Public Informational Meeting — Project No. 63-703
Relocation of I-91 NB Interchange 29
and Widening of 1-91 NB & Route 15 NB to 1-84 East

Body (Description):

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (Department) will conduct two (2) Public
Informational Meetings concerning the proposed Relocation of 1-91 NB Interchange 29 and
Widening of 1-91 NB & Route 15 NB to I-84 East. The first will be held on Tuesday, April 26,
2016 in the Hartford Public Works Department, Keith Chapman Conference Room (2nd Floor)
located at 50 Jennings Road, Hartford, CT 06120. The second, a repeat of the first meeting, will
be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 in the Raymond Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford,
CT. An open forum for individual discussions with Department officials will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a formal presentation at 7:00 p.m.

The project is identified as State Project No. 63-703.

The purpose of the project is to address safety concerns associated with congestion and
operational deficiencies at the 1-91 northbound Interchange 29, which routinely experiences
significant traffic delays and above average crash frequency. Much of this can be attributed to
the steep vertical grade and single-lane configuration of the ramp, the heavy traffic weave on
the Charter Oak Bridge, and the near capacity volumes on [-91.

The proposed improvements include widening 1-91 northbound to extend the four-lane travel
section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant safety
concerns, and provide an efficient 1-91 to -84 connection. It is also proposed to remove the
existing ramp at 1-91 northbound Interchange 29 and provide a major diverge south of the 1-91
bridge over Route 15 to address the existing adverse vertical grade and limited capacity of the
existing ramp. The new [-91 diverge will consist of three lanes to the right, maintaining 1-91
traffic (existing condition), and two lanes to the left, conveying traffic to Route 15 northbound via
a new structure over Route 15 southbound. The existing pavement markings on the Charter
Oak Bridge will be modified to accommodate the additional northbound lane from [-91.
Additional improvements include widening of Route 15 northbound to three travel lanes, from
the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass, to address congestion concerns on Route
15 and allow a more desirable distance from Interchange 29 on 1-91 to merge from three travel
lanes to two prior to its merge with I-84 East. The existing noise barrier walls on Route 15
northbound will need to be relocated to account for the road widening. Noise barrier walls could
potentially be added to Route 15 southbound from the Silver Lane on-ramp to the bridge over
Main Street.

There are right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed improvements to allow for
drainage easements and temporary construction easements.

Construction is anticipated to begin in spring 2018, based on the availability of funding. The
estimated construction cost for this project is approximately $287 million. This project is
anticipated to be undertaken with eighty percent (80%) Federal Funds and twenty percent
(20%) State funds.



The Public Informational Meetings are being held to afford a full opportunity for public
participation and to allow open discussion of any views and comments the community may have
concerning this proposed project.

The meeting facilities are ADA accessible. Language assistance may be requested by
contacting the Department’s Office of Communications (voice only) at (860) 594-3062 at least five
(5) business days prior to the meeting. Language assistance is provided at no cost to the public,
and efforts will be made to respond to requests for assistance.

Plans of the proposed project will be on display for public review. Department personnel will be
available during the meetings to discuss this project. More detailed information is available at
the Department’s Office of Engineering, 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut, Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., excluding holidays. Anyone
wishing to discuss the project may contact Susan M. Libatique at (860) 594-3179 or by e-mail at
susan.libatigue@ct.gov. Plans are also available for review at the Permitting Office in the
Hartford Department of Public Works and at the Engineering Department at the East Hartford
Town Hall.

Date: April 26, 2016

Location: Hartford Public Works Department, Keith Chapman Conference Room
(2nd Floor), 50 Jennings Road, Hartford CT

Date: April 28, 2016

Location: Raymond Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford CT
Start Time: 7:00pm

End Time: No specific time

Contact Person: Susan M. Libatique

Contact E-Mail: susan.libatique@ct.gov

Bureau: Bureau of Engineering and Construction



Press Release Title:

Notice of Public Informational Meeting Concerning the Relocation of I-91 NB Interchange
29 and Widening of I-91 NB & Route 15 NB to |-84 East in the City of Hartford and Town of
East Hartford.

Teaser:

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (Department) will conduct two (2) Public
Informational Meetings concerning the proposed Relocation of I-91 NB Interchange 29 and
Widening of I-91 NB & Route 15 NB to |-84 East. The first will be held on Tuesday, April
26, 2016 in the Hartford Public Works Department, Keith Chapman Conference Room
(2nd Floor) located at 50 Jennings Road, Hartford, CT 06120. The second, a repeat of the
first meeting, will be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 in the Raymond Library, 840 Main
Street, East Hartford, CT. An open forum for individual discussions with Department
officials will begin at 6:30 p.m., followed by a formal presentation at 7:00 p.m.

Body of Message:

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (Department) will conduct two (2) Public
Informational Meetings concerning the proposed Relocation of 1-91 NB Interchange 29 and
Widening of 1-91 NB & Route 15 NB to I-84 East. The first will be held on Tuesday, April 26,
2016 in the Hartford Public Works Department, Keith Chapman Conference Room (2nd Floor)
located at 50 Jennings Road, Hartford, CT 06120. The second, a repeat of the first meeting, will
be held on Thursday, April 28, 2016 in the Raymond Library, 840 Main Street, East Hartford,
CT. An open forum for individual discussions with Department officials will begin at 6:30 p.m.,
followed by a formal presentation at 7:00 p.m.

The project is identified as State Project No. 63-703.

The purpose of the project is to address safety concerns associated with congestion and
operational deficiencies at the 1-91 northbound Interchange 29, which routinely experiences
significant traffic delays and above average crash frequency. Much of this can be attributed to
the steep vertical grade and single-lane configuration of the ramp, the heavy traffic weave on
the Charter Oak Bridge, and the near capacity volumes on [-91.

The proposed improvements include widening 1-91 northbound to extend the four-lane travel
section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant safety
concerns, and provide an efficient 1-91 to -84 connection. It is also proposed to remove the
existing ramp at 1-91 northbound Interchange 29 and provide a major diverge south of the 1-91
bridge over Route 15 to address the existing adverse vertical grade and limited capacity of the
existing ramp. The new 1-91 diverge will consist of three lanes to the right, maintaining 1-91
traffic (existing condition), and two lanes to the left, conveying traffic to Route 15 northbound via
a new structure over Route 15 southbound. The existing pavement markings on the Charter
Oak Bridge will be modified to accommodate the additional northbound lane from [-91.
Additional improvements include widening of Route 15 northbound to three travel lanes, from
the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass, to address congestion concerns on Route
15 and allow a more desirable distance from Interchange 29 on 1-91 to merge from three travel
lanes to two prior to its merge with 1-84 East. The existing noise barrier walls on Route 15
northbound will need to be relocated to account for the road widening. Noise barrier walls could
potentially be added to Route 15 southbound from the Silver Lane on-ramp to the bridge over
Main Street.



There are right-of-way impacts associated with the proposed improvements to allow for
drainage easements and temporary construction easements.

Construction is anticipated to begin in spring 2018, based on the availability of funding. The
estimated construction cost for this project is approximately $287 million. This project is
anticipated to be undertaken with eighty percent (80%) Federal Funds and twenty percent
(20%) State funds.

The Public Informational Meetings are being held to afford a full opportunity for public
participation and to allow open discussion of any views and comments the community may have
concerning this proposed project.

The meeting facilities are ADA accessible. Language assistance may be requested by
contacting the Department’s Office of Communications (voice only) at (860) 594-3062 at least five
(5) business days prior to the meeting. Language assistance is provided at no cost to the public,
and efforts will be made to respond to requests for assistance.

Plans of the proposed project will be on display for public review. Department personnel will be
available during the meetings to discuss this project. More detailed information is available at
the Department’s Office of Engineering, 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut, Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., excluding holidays. Anyone
wishing to discuss the project may contact Susan M. Libatique at (860) 594-3179 or by e-mail at
susan.libatigue@ct.gov. Plans are also available for review at the Permitting Office in the
Hartford Department of Public Works and at the Engineering Department at the East Hartford
Town Hall.

Show this content on the Homepage: Yes

Start Date: April 12, 2016
End Date: May 19, 2016

E-Alert: Yes
Specific Date E- Alerts to be issued: April 26, 2016 and April 28, 2016

Group: CTDOT Current News



Everyone Is Invited To A
PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
State Project No. 63-703

Relocation of 1-91 NB Interchange 29
and Widening of 1-91 NB & Route 15 NB to 1-84
Hartford and East Hartford

TO BE HELD
Tuesday, April 26, 2016
Hartford Public Works Department
Keith Chapman Conference Room (2™ Floor)
50 Jennings Road, Hartford

OR

Thursday, April 28, 2016
Raymond Library
840 Main Street, East Hartford

Open Forum for Individual Discussions with
DOT Officials will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Formal Presentation at 7:00 p.m.

Residents, commuters, business owners, and other
interested individuals are encouraged to take
advantage of this opportunity to learn about and
discuss the proposed project.

Written questions or comments should be directed to
Susan M. Libatique, P.E.
Transportation Principal Engineer
Connecticut Department of Transportation
P.O. Box 317546
Newington, Connecticut 06131-7546
or e-mail susan.libatique@ct.gov

Plans will be available at the
Hartford Public Works Department, Permitting Office
and the
East Hartford Town Hall, Engineering Department
two weeks prior to the meeting.

Meeting facilities are ADA accessible.

If language assistance is needed, please contact
the Department of Transportation’s Office of
Communications (voice only) at (860) 594-3062
at least 5 business days prior to the meeting.
Efforts will be made to
respond to requests for assistance.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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POLICE BRIEFS

Man Faces Charges
Atter Calling Police

BERANFORD - A X2-year-old
Branford man is facing drog charges
after police say he callsd tg reparta

Gt e
o
when Lhey srrived an Sarurdey,

Teylar Saplente way charged with
passession of narcoica with intent to

posseadanof

umelled marifoana
when they arrived at
Saplente's East Main
Sereetapartroent and
cbtuined a search

L bashod,

ifuana, hilludoe, ¢

N

believed to be metharnphetamines,

d.r\l(pmphe:n‘iﬁllnswuﬂhnsh
wrere discavered after asearchof

Sapiente's spartnent, police aid.

—Dandd

-a-

Moran

Four Arrested ‘
After Car Chase

HAMDEN — After an officer was
Tearly hil by adriver imastolen cann
chase ensued throagh en Sunday
night, poice said

Offiter Andrew Lipfard was senito

s an Dixwell Avesus
ubout B30 . after policelearned 2.
stolen vehicle was in the drive-thea

ane.
‘l."lud.nmnflh: stolen car, Frie
Lumplin, 1%, drove the car atche afficer

Avenue, Cizeular Avenue and Gbert
Avene, befure it crashed inlo a nitility

Yusel Dabbs, 18, of New Haven, waa
seated In theback seat aad was arrested
by Officer $ara Bedding, police raid

Lumpkin, and Michael Baldwin, 18,
bath of New Huven, were arrested by

Lipford and Officer Gabe Garcla aftera
ahart foot chase. Angther person,
Haree Charles, was faken lnto eustedy
l&uSgt_IuanVudrﬂnlndhhanu

og tracked him for sonze tima, police

CONNECTICUT

BANKRUPTCY COURT

At Hearing, Judge Chides 50 Cent

Tells Him Neo More Social Media Posts From Courthouse

By DAVID OWENS
dowes @caranteem

HA{INRDd

e hay chided hip-hop mogul end
Eﬂgnummsﬂt:mtfm:soc\alwmﬂﬁl
pout be made afier 2 hearing

pramptad, b part, by hls social medh
parts.

Aftera bearing March § ln}hrﬂ'nrd,
50 Cent pasted 2 photo, taken in 2
conference room [n the federal court-

his Jeans while he ate

*{ went to court today and all I felt
i love” the rappes, whose real name.
T e STy i

ot o me
" abaul monzy. T eadd Talot got none, bt
Hyouwant soms MEM I heve ya ga*

Amn M, Hevins took
ot of the post, which
I:;;&o:rmﬂykenn—

1 woidd like to make
4 brief comment abaut
tha use of social madia®
sba sald T want to be
clear Bust when parties
are in this courtroom ar

theyre n L confer-

Even lawyers whn work in the court-
house and ather stalf were forbldden
Emmhnngmgphnne! inle the court-

Tns worked by engure that

hort l]-:mgldge e Ml
sa,I]u.rtmnrmm:he

that poiot”
The fud, lhnpmbedhd.mnfor

m un Wednesduy

uh!mdmm
mmﬂumer
Nevins sduduladl.heMarchQ bear:

sodal o
ding one that showed hlm lying
amld bundles of¢ash and 1nothec with
the bundles srranged to spell

- “BRORE™

The llrgut of 30 Cant's creditors
raised or shout the photos b a
court 2nd questioned whether
the entartalner srus reperting il of hls
IDCONL

I 5 I:r.han'l ankruptcy proceedings are m Jacksan’s
As the close of n Toutine bearngon  fransparcat, She also sought to rein- wmusrhndukdﬁth[q]lﬂ;li
Wednesdny, US, Bankrupicy Judge  force for lekson the kmportince of the nmmmmmﬂmﬂm
said Flizsbeih Davis mfored & warnan and was involved na
Baldwm wras Faundw:Lh]Jbay of Hmule secticnof Montville was wetkend standoff that spannsd more
arack cocalne, police sald They alio driving narth when the car crassed the. thun six hours faces numema
2ulé a stalen £0-ealiber handgun was center line Into the lare for southborad Christopher BMims, 12, was [a police
near the can trafic, Sgt. Evic Bushor a3id custody Mo morning at Yale Newr
The four men Face a sumber of ‘Tha carleft the rosd, hit a denewall Haven Hagpial, where he wasbeing
tharges, incdudiag icond-degree and struck atree, Bushor uid, and the evalusted dfer the Saburday standel
Tarceny. \rnm-mwas eje Folice sald bz (aces charged of
—Hlcholas Rondinare vras abrlifted to Hartford Erst-degree unlawrful restriint,
Husﬁiwﬁeﬁarﬂﬂmﬂh he secand- el!snd-lu;t,riskuﬂ.njurj'l‘.u
. eritical condijon Mai moming . minor and isco legres
‘Woman Critically wd threterng Hiaball waset
~Chrisiine Dunpcay 750,000
Injured In Crash e el e sandofT e
— A driver was crideally om0 U of domestic vialenes.
ifurd when e was hrerro o < Man Arrested After Acccrtaglosg: Excbubon e
car aweekead cru motker of Mime? wasing
e e S hossone: | 62 Hour Standoff duringthe dadh at 60 Sney Brook
Sundzy mear 961 Colonel LEEIYARD — Aman wha police say Raoad, which began sbout apm.
Saturdxy. Sheand dn:hﬂdwe atleto
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nnpemd anunsolved 1975
homiride,

Police said Monday an their
Faccbook page that Witliam
Baoker, M, was found dead in his
apartment oo Jan 84,1975, with
bullet wound in bls chest.

His son, Ernest Eooker, found

thebody

Thebullet was recovered from
Hooker and sent for ballistic
lamination and comgarison
agringd possible Brearmy, but no
matchwasmade

Police say several itenain the
aparimentwere processed for
‘ﬁ;;aerpcinq but ao matches orere

e.

—AmtocTated Press

Driving Lesson

whpwuk lndrwebl:hd

mh«b a, plunin,

againsta lﬂﬂdmspn e 3
The eccident happensd on

NEWINGTON

Facebook Posts Plagiarized

School Board Member Silvia Adrnits Failing To.Cite Sources

Ey CHRISTOPHER HOFFHAN
Soacd to The Couran?

NEWINGTON — A local porent hay
Bentified three Faedboal o educs-
Hoa policy that school member Steven
Sﬂﬂlphgiargzlnd!.luﬂh\gmdlehud
\ndisch "

“7f u studenl does what he did, ir's three
deys suspension” said MGchae] Branda, whe
2 be plans to ukdnbou—dmhhmon
1gainst Sijvia at ity meeting

Tonk b o Tt “K;‘."ukg.ﬂ,

ple
Io sa hla—vinrmﬂ:lhe Cmmtt,si!nl
the posts.

ackmowledged plagi

“Traguilty ol nbluung sources” Sitria
sald “My Intention wus ta throw Ideas ouc
ard share what 1 was reading. 1 didn't dite

Tudor Lanie enrly Sund; whese I got that (material] T 4id 2 lat of
aﬁrﬂmnn,pnﬁ:euli cuttingmd p mdl]:\mwmg.:hxﬁnﬂ:"
ve.lldmugi'utlﬂstonz Sihvia, a -an elected to the schoot
afhulr.pllbro hhxdthov:mhl nutzdmhﬂdlhl
According to Syt Sre; el Demacrat and suy
Breschn !t ind the. m [!l?!dl[nhiﬂhl!lﬁ!ﬁ part
cay, directing| "Il.hnhripul.pmd tics Sihiz paid,
munpud rab.w_kmlnlplrﬁng But Branda any parduan
B o oy 10 o B so G
Al =
For. mmemahgd.lin‘l hie nolocat DMMI:?:
the brake hued enoughta eome toa

stop before striking b

ploning hlm.

The meident was sccidental and
the woman is not expected tobe
urested, Brescinosald She had
an advltleamer's permit,

— Chilsting Damnpiey

Teen Hurt
In Bristol Crash

BRISTOL —Ateenwan
serigualy Injured whap the carhe
was ridmg in crushed into ©
concrele wall on Tower Read, .
police 1aid.

The1*year-gld male wa Laken
ta & hospitelin Walerbury with
head and chestinfurles The driver,
2 Tyear-old female, had minor
head and shoolder imurles, police
said

—Hicholas Rondinona

“I'm guilty of not citing

the sources. My intention was lo

throw ideas out and share what [

was reading. | didn' cite where [
get that [material}. 1did alot of
culting and pasting and throwing
stoff out™*
Strven Slva

*1 think what really atermed me is thixia
unected official” Branda sald "Thal tome
i misleading voters, taxpayers, parents and
eventeachens”

TBranda 1sld he s nrerested In cducation
pelicy becamse be bas x child in ke school
system and a sevend cue about g attend Bh
wife Ty a Learher, but net in Newington, he
nld Sinze her fll, Brinds sud he hay
fallgwred commented on the detailed
wé ofien nadial
regullﬂypmoﬂ

cnsslon
ﬂvﬁzmhmml!ed s&uﬁmha-

5&“:7 proposals Sitvia
e e ke popular Newingtan

istralors ard other schocl board members,
ractics, caping it residents 3 belere
e ideay arg imder active consideration. He
has called for spendin
‘haw the district spends and allocated meney.
Branda 11d he became susplciens after
§lvia did not give 2 clear unpwer 10 hiy
requast for the sousce of his eistement that
masters degrees arc of litthe wse b teackers.
H: ra wome of Sve's palicy pronawnce-
menby through o website that chacks for
Eﬁ-pmm aod fomd 190 posts had been

Core,
charter schools and maling education mare
costeffident.

Ome of \he posty in question deserlbed

other qu
aldes, imtmcﬂaual eoaches ud sther sup-
port clafl §itvia pulop both o Apnl 2
Alhin!.pnd ated Now s.ms.;ropaud
vz money on texthooks e
mp-edaﬂbuturbmmﬁmlwebsuu!kd

Open Edu
Scheal Eoud Clmrwumn Nancy Pet-

RESTAURANT FESTTVAL

Taste Of Manchester Tickets On Sale

By JEESE LEAVENWORTH
e prerwarth@cauant. can

MANCHESTER — Tickets are on sale for
the Twte of Manchester, a pub crawl-style
event that Festures food and drink at
restamantx.

Set for Muxy 10, the event benefin
Manchester Dog Owriers Group Ine, which
promotes rupomue dog owpership and

Tnbu:ostmﬁnrldu!umdmfw
11 aid younger and are wvallable at
tasigofmanchesierct com, or stthe costomer
servics cemler o wwn Tall The price

Includes visits :?r}un: free bui
Iranspartztion an: €1 to win prizes,
From 530 to § dd!t hnlg?rzl mxy
sample dishes and
Brown Sugar Catering 21 mk, Cr.lm]c
Omeler, Hardeore Sweer Cupcakes, Hart-
ford Read Cafe, Hartford Road Piraz, The
Hunm'l"lgrr,hﬁamh\ridd Giuta,
Lenws I Loa Sarapes, Lndq
Taco ami Mm Liquory Aha p:mﬂpahni
voill ba Afain Pub, Mike's Pizzeds, Oxic
e To Sl By Wos oo
gels, Top
Prizes are tg be mwarded st
setfor 9 1o 10 pm at the Army & Mavy Cho

on Mat Strzet. Ticket holders who visit 2L
Oalk, La Bambz, La Via del Guato imd MaR
Liquors will gain 2 chanee & win 2 golden
tickat prize, organizers sui

are seclking vohunteers for the
niqhto!_lhelevq:‘c Vbla;e{l :reebp‘bl;ef_of

wnd click on the volunleer 1ah
‘Event sponsrs Inchude Eastern Connect-
ieut Health Network, Languthry lectrical

Palty
P.RA. Adnnced Lighring and Sewnd Salu-
Hony, Juhew Barks & Bubbles and Litle
Thuu:umecha.u-
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Car Involved In Fatal
Hit-And-Run Found

GREENWICH —Folfce 1dd

Sendxy snd have tentatively dentified
the driver, but have not made anarcect.

‘The car was fond in Gumwu:h.lt
ivinpolice omody wind will

%:}:ﬂ?& 'pal:r.: |d=nh£=d

section o{Gr\enwnm a lhepeducmn
Yiled on East Putnam Avemnue, pabice
maid.

He was struck about 1 pm Sunday
nawr Hillside Road, they said Atthe
time, police sald the vehicle hvotved
W @ Mercedes witha damnged

Even though police have tenlubively
Ifentified the driver, he investigation

remaing sald
oo ameon wille
releasad before an arrestveurant s
[isued, hasald
— David Mor, Chelptine Demprey

Ex-Hospital Official
Accused Of Voyeurism
BRIDGEEORT — A former hospital
official is accused of farcd
¥ enemas [a atkeust four
men and pecrety photngraphing
dozens more. R
‘Connecticgt Post reported that
it S e M
= qunls
[mﬂﬁ:l!gree !-emafll:‘I ma:s‘;r\l}:t 19410
counls of voyearism.
A man reg I‘ll:d. ta. :cin

lumhed:ndp'hctﬂp‘l ed'hun
he s earcled l.nl.th.M'.I‘caurseu

the Bridgeport Hospital nursing sehoel
In:lmz.mr'nnahwuh:s Enstructor

Phkcel 2y Barknsky honed over
T}Mogmphibeh:dsecmﬂyhkm
afatleast a dosen nude men while he
wupe.rformmglmcﬂca] procedure

H'uspnl.:l officlaly say they ﬁred
Burkindey after learning shout
investipation,

Bsrhnskfnnnmq dectined to
comment autside courl.

—Assacweed Press
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Man Accusled of
Kidnapping Daughter

Police Say Girl's Mother Assaulted

By WMIHAELA PORTER
mmpertar @kt com

allegzdlph, oumhuu,me:i&"

' 7]

home ¢m Thompson Court, chaked
and pushed her and than took thelr
young daughter hag bcen areated,
palite Chisf Carl Sferruzes waid
Tuesday,

- John Moraa, 27 of 20 Pebra St,
wad charged with risk of {nj:
child, sscoad-degres yed] o
dungerment, third-degree agpacl,
secand-degree breach of peace, scc-
and-degree ome in-
vasion, ascond-degree Ihruimln;
andlnterferingwith mofficerfresist:
ingurest, Sfermazzaanid.

Moran was initially held on
$175000 bail Inst m Saperior Cousl
mdgen&u:edhnms:spuu.

nd called pobice
.lhuul?-!Sg.m.Mmdj;ymluan

rarza said She told police du:l she
wa with Moran via texd far
a Izw = aeeording to a potice

'I'hcwummlnldpol.lu!halMonn
u:dnd‘:dboﬂlﬂ::purdldmmdﬂu
door intg her house wnd wilked
inside, according to the pollce report.

Passersby Help Driver
After Fiery Crash

WALLINQFORD — Passing
motorists slopped to help a driver
ascape hls bractor trailer after a fery
a:ﬁnl-n'[\mdqmming!htb'ed
ap briffe for hows, state pollce sald.
Therrash happened about 430 2 m,

theoat again, this time ullmmingher
mldmrsheh:ld

wﬁ‘ﬁ’u mﬂhﬁ&ghmm

forced their way tn, Sferrarza inid

izsion.

. Departmentof Children and Furdlies
wit aotified. The daughter wasleft
the care of her mother.

_When the woman

told themn. She briedto
Eet up but Morin
ber by the

witngar confirmed the

hear the yomg
saeaning inside and puhu

woman did aot require hospital-
According ta the police repart, the

pgiven a ticket for faihure
tomalntain an estshlfsbed lane, state
policesaid.

lm}:rhaurs, traffic was reduced Lo ppe

= Christine Dempery

Man Naked On Beach
Near Playground

‘WEST HAVEN — An Ansania man.
was arrested Monday after police
received repocts thathe wat naked ona
beachnextton oumnd,

l!,nfﬂ:hansmn.
ed with public indecency and
:ﬁe;chnlpeuc,&u)

Pollee sald they
recefved calls shouk 4:30
pm. from rexidentswho
cemopliined that there

s aruked man onSea.

Hook massacre.

Officers found Gerrish fo hluvehide
inthe parking for that facey the.

police 3a]d He mentioned
thathe mighthuve been nalted for o
shoct period of tras, police safd.

The playground s dedicatad In
Charlotic Bacon, o &-year-old killedin
December 2413 it Newtown's Sindy
Hock Elementary Schocl

— Chviriine Dempasy

Man Arrested In
Willimantic Stabbing

Tackuon Street, was charged with
Erst-degree assanlt He was jn custody
mllﬂqooﬂh:ﬂeulj"n.leld:ylndwu

1tl’_'n\:15mu:emnh!:ou|:ilana\7h?n
Damhmge Jenkins, 26, lost control
the truck, they 5213 The fg shuck a
wire gutrdraf and an exit sign, which
Tipped the trailer apart, apilling carge.

The trock pvertumed and czaght
Bre, pahcennl Passing molorists
Soppedia Jeoking getout.

He wa treated ot Yale-New Haven
Hospital for Inforles that troapers sald

pear st Su
inDandelson Teter nthe day,

He oras arrested al Superior Court in
Manchester, where he was sppearing
rm‘\imeh::d charges, Lt Alex Cariary
sai

According topolice, the stabbing

on Jan 24 on Jackson Street.
it i Y
aver i ot i
had picked.

= Christine Dampasy
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dere alla tickieri

SPECIALS GOOD

Thorsday-Wednerday
411718 - 4/2T/10

USDA INSP. FRESH
WHOLE OR HALF

BONELESS BEEF

STRIP LOIN 3593

USDA INSP. - FRESH

STEAKHOUSE

USDA INSP, - FRESH

TIPS sgae
USDA INS¥R, - FRESH
ASSORTED

PORK cHoPs $163

VEAL SHOULDER
BLADE

CHOPS $42L§.
USDA INSP. - FRESH
VEAL

STEW

$59.2

BONE IN BEEF
0 E
SHANK MEAT 9299

90 ANOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD

5] Springfiel, A2, 20 West P
(Ect Lo orto Amesdo Shsst

BUY DIRECT
8 SAVE

1-413-737- 1288 (VEXI T0 SWEETLIFE)
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Abril 21 - Mayo 11, 2016

ABRIL

Jueves 21, 1:30pm-3:00pm

RALLY FOR AFFORD TO DREAM [ SB147
Eft HARTFORD, Apoyar y pedif a la Asamblea
General de fa CT para pasar S8 147. Lugar:
marcha Inlclara en Bushnell Patk y la termina
en Slate Caplial Narth Steps, 210 Capilol Ave,
Hartford, CT. Mas informes al 203-482-7340, 0
escribiendo a: camila@ctdadream.org :

Jueves 21, 5:30pm

TALLERDE PRESERVACION DE ALIMENTOS
EN HARTFORD, Diversos lemas de
conservacion da Ios alimentos, entre ellos el
enlatado, congelaclon, fermentacién y secado.
Recibird fos preductos frescos, frascos para
conservas y recurscs de insliucckdn para lgvar
a casa, Lugar. Biblicleca Pobllca, 1260 Albany
Ave, Hartford, CT, Mas Info: {860) 695-6322.

Jueves 21 5:000m
MARIACHI EMPERADORES DE PUEBLA EN
WALLINGFORD. Disfrute de buena mislca
mienlras cena. Lugar. Plaza Azleca, 1088
Colony Rd. Wallingford. Reservaclones al 203
§26-9671

Vlemes 22, 3:45pm-5:00pm

DIADEL JUEGO: ARTE Y ENTRETENIMIENTO
EN HARTFORD. Todas las edades, Unase para
loda tipa de '[uego:jue%os de videoen [a pantalla
grande, heckey de alre, futbelin ybluegos de
mesa. Lugar, Goodwin Branch, 460 New Britain
Ava. Harlford, G, Mas Info; (860) 695-7481

Viemnes 22, Tpm-11pm

MUSICA EN VIVO Y KARAOKE EN NEW
BRITAIN. Todos los viemes en Socledad
Puerlomrinuenia. Esta vez con Pedrilo Alvares
y e Tilo Los Libprales. Lugar, Puerlo Rican
Saclety 1562 High St. New Britain.

Viernes 22, 9pm

GRUPO NYCE MERENGUE Y BACHATA EN
WEST HAVEN. Lugar: Boku, 481 Campbell Ave,
Wesl Haven. Reservaclenes al 2036454513,

Viemes 22, 6:30pm-9:30
TROMBEATZ CON HOMMY RAMOS YNELSON
RELLO EN HARTFORD, Happy Hours. No

. EVENTOS
Sibade 23, 9:00am-3:00pm AMERICA EN  NEWINGTON,  Lugan
CONFERENCIAANUAL:SALUDDELAMUJUR  Puerto  Valatta, 2385 Berfin  Tnpk.

EN MIDDLETOWN. Aumentar |2 conciencia de
los muchos problemas de salud que afeslan a
las mujeres. Cabinas de demonstrzcion, Orador
Principal; Emestine Shepard. Enlrada $22.50,
Lugar: Cross Slreet Zumba Filmess, 440 Wesl
1 Middletown, CT, Mas informacion: hbipd!

Sabada 23, 9:00am-4:30pm

CODE CONNECTICUT: APRENDER A
PROGRAMAR FMEDIA" (MEDIOS DE
COMUNICACION) EN HARTFORD. Cada taller
lendra su propio ordenador partatil, Se afrecera
desayuno y almuerzo, Enlrada - $20 Aduttos,
$10 Esludlantes. Lugar. Reset Soclal Enterprice
Trust, 1429 Park SL #114, Martiord, CT. Més
Informacion: htip:iwwwevenibilecom -

$abado 23,9:000m

LOS ORIGMALES DE LA CUMBIA EN
HARTFORD. Plolln Bar & Restaurant, 385
Frankin Ave. Harlford. Cover $10

Sabado 23, 10:00am !

ART LEAGUE EN WEST HARTFORD. Club
de Arle para nifics mayores de € afios. Mas
Informacian visite la pagina: btlp:fAwesthartford
orglcall-for-artists.

Sibado 23, 9pm -

105 OHIGINALES DE LA CUMBIA EN
HARTFORD. Lugar: Ploln Bar & Reslauranl,
395 Franklin Ave, Hartford. Enfrada $10.

Sibado 23, 11pm

ORQUESTA BROADWAY EN NYACK, NY.
Clages de salsa a las 8pm y bandas de salsa
en vivo todos los Sabados, Besl Weslam
Nyack en Tudson 28 Roule 59 Nyack,
NY. Salida 11. Enlrada gratis con esladia
en un Hole! 'a noche del Sabado. Para
mas Informacion llame al (845} 358-8100.

Domingo 24, 14:30am-2:30pm

EDUARDO ROCHAS DUO EN NEW HAVEN.
Barracuda Bistro, 1180 Chapel . New Haven.
Para més Informacion llama 2 203-631-5636.

- Lugar, d . Domingo 24, 5pm-8pm
over. Liigar, Casond, 631 Wethersfield Ave. Qrpia®Hl ~ LOS  TROVADORES DE
|

Esta Invitado a una

- JUNTA PUBLICA INFORMATIVA

Pruyecto del Estado No. 63-703

Reubleacién de 101 NB Interseccidn 29
y expansién de 191 NB y ta Ruta 15 NB hacia I-84
Hartford & East Hartford

SELLEVARAA CABOEL

Wartes, 26 de Abril dei 2016
en el Departamenio de Qbras Publicas de Hartford (DOT)
Salén de Conferencias Keflth Chapman (Znd Pise)
50 Jennings Road, Hartford

Y

Jueves 28 de Abril del 2016
Biblioteca Raymand
840 Main Stceet, East Hartford

Foro Atilerto para Discusiones Individuales con
1os oficiales de DOT ermpezuran a las 6:30 pum,
Presentacién farmal comienza 4 Tas 7:00 pam.

Resldentes, viajeros, dueilos de negotios, ¥ otrad persondg Inceresadas se fex recomienda toar
verrafa de o3t sportunlded para uprender acerca de y discrtlr ¢t proyecio propiesio.

Cualquier pregunta par ¢scrilo @ comentarios deberdn ser dingidos a
Svson M. Lilsatiqee, PE R
Tngenien Principal do Transportacidn (Transportarton Prinefpal Englneer)  ~
Connzcticut Department of Traneportation
P.O. Box 317546
Nawinglon, Connecticut 061317546
o por e-mail susanlibatique@ct.gov

Los planes estardn disponibles en -
¢l Departamento de Hariford de Dbras Publicas, Dficina dv Permisos
y &l Ayuntamiento de East {Hariford, Departamenta ge Tugenieria
dos semanas arites de 1a junte,

Las Instakacharies para La reuntén gon accesibler pars persunas (oo discapacidudes { ADA) $i 1€ reguiere
astsiencla de lenguaje, pov favor oontacte a la Oficina de-Comunicaciones del Departamesto dz
Transportacidn (ublando) al (860) 594-3052 por Jo menos § dias de oegocio hibilesantes de la rennléa
% hardn esferzos para Tesponider las sollltudes hechas pam aditenda,

BSTADO DE CONNECTICUT

Newinglon, Reservaciones al 960-667-8CH0.

Martes 26, 5:30nm

CESAR VALLEJO Y LA POESIA UNIVERSAL.
Lugar: Biblloteca Piiblica, 500 Maln 8%, Hartford,
CT. Mas 'nfo; (860) 695-6300,

Viernes 29, 8:30 am~2:00pm

2da CONFERENCIA DE ESTUDIOS
LATINOAMERICANOS Y DEL. CARIBE EN
WILLIMANTIC. Lugar: Student Center Thealer
da Eastemn Connecticur Slate University, Para
mas informacion contactar a Ricarda Pérez a:
perezri@eastemel.edy

Viemes 29, 7pm

SALSA CON SON SIETE EN BRIOGEFORT.
Edwin Rivera y Eddle Rivera, Lugar Biou
Theatre, 275 Fairield Ave, Bridgeporl.
Resarvacionas (203) 332-3228, Entradas. $15
por silla en‘el tealio y $18 par silla con mesa.

§4bado 30, 9:00am-5:00pm
WMERCADO DE LAS PULGAS EN SIMSBURY.
Un divestldo dla de compras, comida y mislca
an vivo, Festival de camidn de alimentos de los
mejores en GT ¥ MA. Entrada solo $3 y gralls
ara los mitos. Lugar: Simsbury Meadows
arforming Ats Canter, 22 Iron Horsa Bhvd.
Simsbury, CT. Mas Info: {860} 9B9-7045, hiloc/i
www.simsburyfiea.com

Sdbado 30, 10:15am

JALLER DE ESCRIBIR POESIA, Lugar
Bibiloleca Poblica, 500 Maln St, Hartford, CT.
Mas Info: (860} 685-6300.

§abado 30, 6:00pm .

JOSE PAULO, EL CANTANTE BRASILENO
EN HARTFORD. Celgbraclon Lanzamlenlo
de su nuevo CD. Lugar Poruguese Club,
730 . Mounlaln Rd, Newingtan, cY
08411, Méas Injormacien: (BB} 2686292,

Jueves 5, 12:00pm-4:00pm

EVENTO DE MODA EN STAMFORD.
Celebranda el Dia de ta Madre, Donaclén $10.
Lugar: Sheralcn Stamford Hatel, 700 East
Main St. Slamford, CT. Més Informacion: www
g132m3ashlspanasci.mm o llamando al {203} 219-

Viernes 6, 9:30am-12:00am

MEJORAR  SUS PERSPECTIVAS DE
CONTRATACION DEL GOBIERNO. la
forma de gestionar las lres fases del avenio,
Incluyendofa preparackén, reuniones cara a cara
y seguimienlo, También crear una derosa
dedlaracién de lacapackiad daunapéglnaquele
distinguen de |a compelencla. Lugar, Untvarsity
of Harlford, 200 Bleomfieid Ave. West Harllord,
CT. Més Info: hﬂgﬂuomrnerce.cashnei.ggm.’@r

Sabado '?I; 12:00pm-4:00pm

DIVERSION FESTIVAL DE LA FAMILIA EN
NEW HAVEN, Celebra todo lo que New Haven
fieno para ofrecer. Incluye Juegos, comida y
acividadas. Entradagralis. Lugar: Nelghbarneod
Housing Service, 333 ShermanAve, New Haven,
CT. Mas mfo: (203) 562-0598.

Sabado 7, 12:00pm-5:00pm

RIVERFRONT FESTWAL DE ENCUENTRO.

Aprender acerca de la ulluza, fistorla y clancla

del Rlp Connectictd, Lugar Harbor Park, 80

ggrbor Dr. Middletown, CT. Més [nfo: {860) 685
55.

$abade 7,11am-6pm

10TH ANNUAL SAMBA FEST EN HARTFORD.
Producido por Trinity Collega en conjunta con
Riverfront Recapluip, sera una caravana da
musica que Incluird a los grupos artlsticos da
Ginga Brasleira, Sambeleza, Sambusa Band,
Grupo Ghetlos, Cenjunto Antifano presentando
a Ray Gonzalez, Hartford Steel Sym§hony.
Hartord Hol Several Brass Band, Trinity Samba
Ensemtle, y Trinty Sleel., Lugar: Morlensen
Riverfront Plaza, 300 Columbus Boulevard,
Enlrada Gratis free.

Marfes 10,

CANMPEGN DE CONNECTICUT DE LOS
NINOS EN HARTFORD. Ei Cenlio para la
Defensa de los Nifios presentara con orgullo
los premlos de este afio. Lugar: Infinity Hall, 32
Fronl SY, Hartferd, CT, Mas info e-mal: ewilson(@
kidscounselorg

Sahado 14, %:00am—4:000m -
CONSULADC MOVIL DE GUATEMALA EN
HARTFORD, Se brindard diferentes servicios
come emisln de pasaporle, emision de
[dentificacién consular y més, Municipalldad de
Hartford, 550 Main SI. Hartford, CT 0 103, Para
mas informacion llamar al 212-886-3837.

Domingo 15. 9:00am-12:00pm

ROCK THE GAUNTLET EN NEW HAVEN.
Carera 5K con 20 diferentes cbstéculos. Lugar
Eas| Rock Park, 41 Cold Spring St, New Haven,
CT. Mas Info; (203) 458-1639, hilp/hwww.
gauntletraces.com.

Lunes 16, 9:30am-1i:30am

LOS FUNDAMENTOS DE LOS MEDIOS
SOCIALES. Taller graluilo. Utilizando los madias
sociales para llegar a sus clientes, miembros y
las persrecﬁvas. University of Hartford, 200
Bloomfiels Ave, West Hartford, CT, Mas inlo;
hitp#commerce.cashnet comjecle

Martes 17, 7:00pm

RECITALPOETICO ENHARTFORD. Las poetas
Bessy Reyna y Martha Collins presentacan un
recital. Lugar: saldn cullurel WordForge el lado
del restauranie FlraBox en Broad St Hartford.
Ablarto al plbllco.

Miércotes 48, 5:30pm

CLASE DE ABONOS ORGANICOS ENHPLDE
HARTFCRD. Los temas Incluyen las mejores
précticas para el compostala al alre libre. Lugar:
Hartford Public Libraty de Haford, en el aula
dala Planla Baja. Llamar al 860.695.6322 para
reglstrarse.

Sabade 21, 12:00o0m-4:00pm

POWER HEALTH: SALUD, BIENESTAR, Y
EMPODERAMIENTO EN HARTFORD. Evenlo
gralis parala comunidad. Cada parsora tiane [a
oporlunidad para reciblr més de $1000 ddlares
da alencién médica gratuita, Entrelanimiento en
viva, bolsas deregalo, demosiraciénde apliludes
y diversion paca toda |a famlia, Lugas: Tha Boys
and Glils Club, 170 Slgournay SL Hartiord, CT.
Més informaclon: wavw Poweinedlihtour.com.

Lunes 23, 9:30am-11:30am

BLOGGING PARA PRINCIPIANTES EN WEST
HARTFORD. Taller %uratuilo. Aprender sobre los
lpos de blogs, los fundementos de comenzar
un biog y por qué se deben considarar los blogs
para &4 negoclo. Unliversity of Hartford, 200
Bloomfigld Ave. West Hartford, CT. Mas Info:

Hp:ifcommesce.cashnet

con la colaboracion de

para la comunidad.
“Your calendar of

Calendario de Eventos realizado

LatinMusicTonight.co
Eventos Culturales'y Musicales

Live . Local . Latin. Shows"

Para mas informacién: 860-989-5355
‘0.ascriblendo-a: fimenutt@yahoo.com
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\irport authority keeps
num on casino negotiations

Harlan Levy

nal Inguirer

YINDSOR LOCKS "— The
mecticat Airport Authority on
nday once again refused to dis-
ie information about ongoing
otiations for a casino at Bradley
rmational Airport, claiming the
uments and discussions are
mpt from the state’s Freedom of
ymation Act. )
he authority went into its fifth
cutive session to talk about the
antial ~ casino development,
cifically designating the session
€ as “negoliating strategy.”
fter the session, Vice Chairman
thael Long, who was presiding
Monday, said, "We took no
on. We didn’t have any votes,
are just going to continue nego-
ons”
ong also refused to reveal any
ils about the authority's proposal.
‘asino competitor MGM, which
a project underway in
ingfield, has requested docu-
its pertaining to the airport’s
ino plan under  freedom-of-
irmation laws. The authorily
«cted the request, saying the
srmation is protected because
otiations are ongoing with the
e’s two tribes, -
he Mashantucket Pequots and
Mohepgans, each the owner of a
no in Ledyard and Montville
1ectively, asked for proposals
year to joinlly build a third casi-
north of Hartford to compete
1 MGM in Springfield.
Secret meectings held behind
ied deoors usually lead lo bad
comes,” MGM  spokesman
nard Kavaler said Monday.
ying to develop the rules and
Aations for Connecticut’s [irst
mmercial casino requircs full
lic parlicipation, as anything
smacks of back-room dealings
vhich the public's interests will
gnored”
‘asinos are a “significant public
& that require, as a matter of
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The authority went into its
fifth executive session to talk
about the potential casino
development, specifically
designating the session topic
as “negotiating strategy.”

policy and law, a full and open dis-
cussion,” Kavaler added,
“Continued secrecy is unacceptable
for residents of Windsor Locks, the
region, and the state”

MGM’s law firm, Cammody,
Torrance, Sandak, & Hennessey,
filed its complaint with the FOI
Commission in February. A com-
mission hearing officer heard argu-
ments Thursday in Hartford.

Authority Executive Director Kevin
Dillon told the autherity on Monday
that he testified at the hearing and
reasserted the authority's argument

“Again, we feel that we have a
great position,” Dillon told the
board. "This is a business negotia-
tion. We responded to an RFP
(request for proposals). We do rep-
resenl the public interest in that
regard, and the public interest
should not take a back seat te the
other developer's interest in regard
lo a futvre development of a casino.
.. Once the business negotiations
are completed, we fully intend to
release all of the documentation
associated with the RFP devclop-

ment as well as any -communica-
tions that are germane to that devel-
opment.”

The airport authority submitted one
of two proposals to bring a casino to

‘Windsor Locks, offering Bradiey

International Airport as a site.
Sportech Venues proposed build-
ing a casino at the Winners pari-

mutuel location, The tribes also -

received proposals for sites in East
Hartford, East Windsor, and
Hariford,

Since MMCT, the entity formed
by the two tribes in seeking a third
casino, stopped accepting proposals
in November, the arport authority
has gone into executive session dur-
ing 1ts regular meetings to discuss
its casino proposal:

Ajrport authority General Counsel
Patdck Pemerewski sent a letter to
MGM's lawyers in January stating
the authority won't comply with the
records request, which listed 27 cat-

-egories of documents, many of them

pertaining to anything related to leg-
islation that the General Assembly
approved last year inviting the tribes
to submit a proposal for possible
gaming expansion.

The firm also requested any com-
municalions with the Mashantucket
Pequot and Mohegan tribes or any
entity acting on their behalf, incled-
ing any comments on the issue of
ganing eXpansion.

Additionally, the request includ-
ed any communications about
MGM’s Springfield casino, and
anything discussing whether MGM
should be excluded from
Connecticul’s gaming expausion
process.
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'SPECIAL OFFER ENDS APRIL 30

Everyone Is Invited To A

PusLic INFORMATIONAL MEETING
State Project No. 63-703

Relocation of I-91 NB Interchange 29
and Widening of I-91 NB & Route 15 NB to 1-84
Hartford and East Hartford

To Bz Hiu:o

Tuesday, April 26, 2016
Har{ford Publie Works Department
Keith Chapman Canference Room (2"¢ Flgor)
50 Jennings Road, Hartford

AND

Thursday, April 28, 2016
Raymeond Library
840 Main Street, East Hartford

Open Forum for Individual Discusslons with
DOT Officials will begin at 6:30 p.m,
Formal Presentation af 7:00 p.m,

Residents, commulers, business owners, and other interested
indrviduals are encouraged to lake advantage of this opportunity
to tearn about and discuss the proposed project.

‘Written questions or comments should be directed to
Susan M. Libatique, PE.
Transportation Principal Engineer
Connecticut Department of Transportation

P.0. Box 317546 )
Newingion, Connecticut 06131-7546
or e-mail susan,libalique@ct.gov

Plans will be available at the
Hartford Public Works Department, Permitting Office
and the Bast Hartford Town Hall, Engineering Department
two weeks prior to the meeting.

Meeling facilities are ADA aceessible. If language assistance is needed,
pleass conlact the Department of Transportation’s Office of Communications
(voice only) at (860) 594-30G2 at Jeail 5 business days prior to the meeling.
Efforts will be made to respond ta requests for assistance,

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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\ergency person-
| carry a waman
'm a rescue boat
people are evac-
‘ed Monday from
apartment com-
lex in Houston.

Associaled Press

ouston faces

" VEATHER
NTINUED FROM PAGE 8

rt period of time, there's nothing
can do,” he added.
lash flooding and more rain are
sible today, a day after some
s saw waler levels approaching
inches. Scores of subdivisions
ided, schools were closed, and
" rer was knocked out to thou-
s of residents who were urged
helter in place.
1 addition to. its location,
1ston’s “gumbe” soft soil, fast-
wing populaticn and building
m that has tumed empty pas-
s into honsing developments all
r the city’s suburbs and exurbs
te it vulnerable to high waters,
erts say. )
larris County, where Houston
many of its suburbs are located,
seen a 30 percent jump in pop-
ion since 2000. Tts surrounding
nties have almost grown more
1 10 percent since 2000, accord-
. to the Greater Houston
mership, a business group.
ome of the resulting develop-
1ts include adequate greenspace
water nunoff, but not all of them
said Philip Bedient, an engi-
ring  professor at  Rice
VETSity.
Could we have engineered our
+ out of this?" Bedient said.
iy if we started talking about
rations 35 or 40 years ago.”"

amuel Brody, director of the 3

rironmental  Planning &
tainability Research Unit at

as A&M University, last year

ed Houston “the No. 1 city in
erica to be injured and die in a
id”

ainstorms  last  year over
morial Day weekend caused
or flooding thal required
1orities to rescue 20 people,
it of them drivers, from high
er. Drivers abandoned at least
0 vehicles, and more than
J0 homes were damaged in the

more flooding
The year before, flash flooding in

Houston and suburban counties left
cars trapped on major highways.

Those storms still pale in com-
parison to the devastation wreaked
by Hurricane Tke in 2008 and
Tropical Storm Allison in 2001,
Allison left behind $5 billion in
damages and flooded parts of
downtown and the Texas Medical
Center, which sits near the Brays
Bayou, a key watershed,

.

Staffordpool

Transform your backyard

Japan suffers aftershocks as people live in fea

By Mari Yamaguchi
Associated Prass

MINAMIASO, Japan — Japan's
southern quake-hit area was rattled
by a strong aftershock today and

. searchers found a woman's body

buried under Iandslide rubble, rais-
ing the death toll from the twin
earthquakes to 45.

More than 100,000 evacuees,
some sleeping in their cars and oth-
ers in gymmasiums or community

.centers, were bracing for another

chilly night. Many people are afraid
to stay in their homes as aftershocks
continued to shake the area on (he
southem island of Kyushu, includ-

- ing a 5.5-magnitude temblor today.

Authorities were advising people
staying in cars and shelters to move
about to avoid developing deep-
vein thrombosis, or blood clots that
develop after being immobile for a
long time. Japanese media reporied
that a 5l-year-old woman from
Kumatnoto had died Monday from
the condition.

At least 23 people have dovel-
oped symptoms, Kyodo News serv-
ice said, Saiseikai Kumamoto
Hospital said today it had diag-
nosed 10 cases, including two peo-

R

860-623-9291

ple in critical condition.

The area around Kumamoto was
hit by two quakes within 28 hours
of each other late Thursday and
early Saturday, triggering land-

slides that have blocked roads. The

Fire and Disaster Management
Agency said nearly 1,200 houses
had been destroyed. :
Nine people died in the first,
magnitudé 6.4 earthquake, and at

; » Automatic Oil Delivery
"+ Qil Conlracts/Service Conlracls

least 36 died in the second
which registered 7.3. About
have been injured.

The hardest-hit towns
Mashiki, where 20 residents
and Minamiaso, a remote mot
arca where 11 died and the
toll is creeping up as soldier
emergency workers use bacl
and shovels to search for m
people.

* Roiler/AC Sexvice
« 24 Hr, Emergency Service

TROIANO OIL. COMPANY

177 ENFIELD ST, ENFIELD, CT  860.745.0321
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Everyone Is Invited To A
PuUBLIC INFORMATIONAL MEETING
State Froject No. §3-703

Relocation of I-91 NB Interchange 29
and Widening of I-91 NB & Route 15 NB to 1-84
Hartford and Bast Hartford

To B HeLo

Tuesday, April 26,2016
Hartford Public Works Department
Kelth Chapman Conference Room (2 Floor)
50 Jennings Road, Hariford

AND

Thursday, April 28, 2016
Raymond Library
840 Main Street, East Hartford

Open Forum fer Individual Discussions with
DOT Officials will begin at §:30 p.m,
Formal Presentation at 7:00 p.m.

Residents, compiuters, business owners, and other interesied
individuals are encouraged fo take advantage of this opporiuniry
to learn about and discuss the proposed project,

Written questions or comments should be directed 1o
Susan M, Libatique, BB,
Transportation Principal Engineer
Connecticut Department of Transportation

. RO.Box 317546
Newington, Connecticul 06131-7546
or e-mail susan.libatique@et.gov

Plans will be available at the
. Hartford Public Works Department, Permitling Office
" and the Bast Hartford Town Hall, Engineering Department
two weeks prior to the meeting.

Meeting facilities are ADA accessible. If language assislance is needed,
pleass contact the Department of Transpordation’s Office of Communications
(voice only) ot (860) 594-3062 at Jeast 5 business days prior to the meeting.
Efforts will bs made to respond to requests for assistance.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
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onnecticut emerges as battleground for presidential primarie

Neil Vigdor

nwich Time

‘onnecticut is suddenly New
npshire lite.
« week before Democratic and
wblican primary voters cast
r ballots for president here, the
d-smallest state in the nation is
wing a cavalcade of White
1s¢ contenders and prominent
‘ogates to its cities and towns.
yritten off by most pundits as
levant early on in both parties’
ainating contests, Connecticut
emerged as an unlikely battle-
und because of the inability of
~atrunners Hillary Clinton and
1ald Trump to deliver a knock-

lot one, but all three Clintons —

Vidstams Oped f0an St & Sui Elﬁ
{vrg Slaﬂs 2 mm $il & 1pm SmR

SK Modliled®, [ate Motlel, SK Mym u:nmm late Marf&!"
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Hillary, Bill, and Chelsea — are
s%hcduled to visit here before April
26.

“Winning Connecticut would be a
nice way for the Clinton campaign to
try to deprive some oxygen from
(Bemie) Sanders,” says Kyle Kondik,
managing editor of Larry Sabato's
Crystal Ball at' the University of
Virginia Center for Politics.

Not to be outdone, Trump is
expected (o squeeze in a second and
possibly a third visit to the state
after making his Connecticut debut
Friday night in Hartford,

John Kasich is also headed back
here. The Ohic governcr, who is
running a distant third to Trump
and Texas Sen. Ted Cruz in the
Republican nominating "race, will
hold a town hall Friday in

Glastonbury after attending a simi-
lar event two weeks ago at Sacred
Heart University in Fairfield. The
week before that, Kasich was
fundraising in Greenwich.

Connecticut’s pomary falls one
week after Democrats and
Republicans in New York cast their
ballots for president, which experts
say could be a preview of how the
voling will go in the Constitution
State.

“In a Democratic race, if it’s a
close New York primary, it’s going
to be treated like it’s crucial,” said
Jerold Duquette, an associate pro-
fessor of political science at Central
Connecticut State Universily in
New Britain,

Trump and Clinton won their
respective New York pnmancs on
Tuesday handily.

Former first daughter Chelsea
Clinton was to stump for her moth-
er today in Hartford, where she was

expected to try to draw a contrast
between her mother's record on gun
control and Sanders’ record. The
Clinton campaign has assailed the
Vermont senator on his support for
a 2005 law shielding gun compa-
nies from wrongful death lawsuits
such as one filed by the families of
the Newtown victims.-

Both Hillary and Bill Clinton are
scheduled to visit the state
Thursday, with the former president
headlining a private fundraiser in

“Westport and the former sect

of state focusing on the gun iss
a separate appearance: Sh
scheduled to appear at the Y1
in Hartford. Doors open at 10

In Connecticut, where
Clintons met as Yale Law stuc
T1 Democratic delegates are v
grabs. They are awarded on a
portional basis. So far, Sander
not scheduled a Connecticut
which political experts say is .
in the works.

Voter registration surges
ahead of Tuesday’s primar

By Susan Haigh

Associaled Press

With Connecticut's presidential
primary fast approaching, residents
across all age brackets are register-
ing to vote in record numbers.

DAILY PRIZES!
-GRAND PRIZE!

$1000 Gift Card to P.C. Richard & Son

only in the JOUIrNal Inquirer

Siete tutti invitali

INCONTRO PUBBLICO INFORMATIVO
Progetto statale n, 63-703

Ricotlocamento di I-91 NB Interscambio 29
¢ ampliamento di I-91 NB e Strada 15 NB a I-84
Hartford e East Hartford

DA TENERSI
martedi 26 aprile 2016
presso

Dipartimento dei Trasporti pubblici di Hartford Sala
conferenze Keith Chapman (2° piano)
59 Jennings Read, Hartford

1l forum aperto per discussioni individuali con gli uffi-
ciali del Dipartimenta dei Trasporti inizierd alle 18:30.
Presentazione formale alle 19

Residenli, pendolari, proprietari di altivita e alire
persone interessate sono invilate a trarre varlaggio di
giiesta opportunitd per avere informozioni e discutere

il progetto proposto,

Domande o commenti iscritti dovranno essere inviati a
Susan M. Libatique, PE.
Responsabile Trasporti
Dipartimento dei Trasporti del Connecticut
P.O. Box 317546
Newington, Connecticut 06131-7546
o per e-mail a susan,libatigue@ct.gov

1 piani satanno disponibili presse Dipartimento
dei Trasporti pubblico di Hartford, Ufficio licenze
due setimane prima dellincontre.

Le strutture dove si terra lincoatro sono accessibili per ADA. Se &
necessaria assistenza lingulstica, contaitare Utficia Comunicazioni del
Diparlimento dei Trasporti (solo vace) al numero {860} 594-3062 almeno
5 giorni prima dell'incontro. Verra fatta ogni sforze per rispondere alle
richieste di assistenza.

STATO DEL CONNECTICUT
DIPARTIMENTO DEI TRASPORTI

Secretary of State Denise
said 76,685 people registen
vote between Jan. 1 and April

The largest block of new v
36,607, have signed up wit
Demacratic Party. They're foll

by 23,182 new unaffiliated -
and 16,896 new Republican v
Ounly registered Democrats
Republicans can vote in Tue:
primary.

“T think that people know
there’s a contest and they wanl
part of it Memill said. “Let’s f
For many years, Connecticut .
exactly been a baltleground
And suddenly, we’re relevant”

In 2008, the last time Conne
experienced record voter re
tions, more than 34,000
sigued up to vote over a §
pericd that preceded that
presidential primary, whict
held Feb. 5 or Super Tuesday.

The surge of new vote
Connecticut could help the
dates differently. A Quin
University poll released
‘shows that Bernie Sander
cxample, leads Hillary Clint
percent to 26 percent among
who are 18 to 34 years
Information from the secret
the state’s office shows 29,
new voters who signed up be
Jan. 1 and April 13 are betwe
ages of 18 and 29, while 5,2
under the age of 18. Conw

allows teens to register (¢
early.

Merrill said the youth vote
is not surprising, however, ¢
ering that’s traditionally whe
ple first sign up to vote.

Althouph, it appears peopli
ages are signing up (o vote by
the state's new online voter re
tion system, which Merrill
credits for the surge in registr
Maore than 50 percent of tho:
are registering to vote this ye
the system, which began 1%
ago. She said one voter ev
seconds or less has been sige
onling in recent days.
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Scoping Notices

1. NEW! Hartford Charter Oak Bridge, I-91, Route 15, Hartford and East Hartford

Post-Scoping Notices: Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE) Not Required

No Post- Scoping Notice has been submitted for publication in this edition
Environmental Impact Evaluations

No Environmental Impact Evaluation has been submitted for publication in this edition.
State Land Transfers

No State Land Transfer has been submitted for publication in this edition.

The next edition of the Environmental Monitor will be published on September 8, 2015.

Subscribe to e-alerts to receive an e-mail when the Environmental Monitor is published.

Notices in the Environmental Monitor are written by the sponsoring agencies and are published unedited.
Questions about the content of any notice should be directed to the sponsoring agency.

Scoping Notices

"Scoping" is for projects in the earliest stages of planning. At the scoping stage, detailed information on a
project's design, alternatives, and environmental impacts does not yet exist. Sponsoring agencies are
asking for comments from other agencies and from the public as to the scope of alternatives and
environmental impacts that should be considered for further study. Send your comments to the contact
person listed for the project by the date indicated.

The following Scoping Notice has been submitted for review and comment.

1. Notice of Scoping for the Relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange 29 and
Widening of I-91 NB and Route 15 NB to I-84 Eastbound (EB)

Municipalities where proposed project might be located: Hartford and East Hartford

Address of Possible Project Location:
Charter Oak Bridge to I-84 EB

1-91 from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29, Route 15 from the

Purpose and Need: The purpose and need of this project is to address safety concerns associated with
congestion and operational failures at Interchange 29 on I-91 NB, which connects to Route 15 NB and 1I-84
EB.

Project Description: The following improvements are proposed:


http://www.ct.gov/ctalert
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http://www.ct.gov/ctrecovers
http://www.ct.gov/ceq/cwp/view.asp?a=986&q=248850
http://www.ct.gov/ceq/cwp/view.asp?a=987&q=249022&ceqNav=|
http://www.veterans.ct.gov/
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=383206&ceqNav=|
http://www.ct.gov/ceq/site/default.asp?ceqNav=|
http://portal.ct.gov/governor
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Widen 1-91 NB from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29 - To relieve congestion, address significant safety
concerns and provide an efficient I-91 to I-84 connection, I-91 NB will be widened to extend the four-lane
travel lane section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29. This widening will occur on the easterly side of
I-91 NB and will require modifications to four existing bridges. A total length of approximately 6,700 feet of
1-91 NB will be widened.

Relocate the 1-91 NB Exit Ramp at Interchange 29 - To address the adverse vertical grade and limited
capacity of the existing ramp, it is proposed to remove the existing ramp and provide a major diverge on I-
91 NB just south of the overpass of Route 15. The diverge will consist of three lanes of I-91 NB traffic
maintained to the right (existing condition) and two lanes to the left via a new bridge over Route 15 SB.
This will require realignment of Route 15 and widening of the southern approach to the Charter Oak Bridge.

To avoid widening the Charter Oak Bridge over the Connecticut River, existing pavement markings on Route
15 NB will be modified to accommodate the added lane from the new I-91 NB Interchange 29 ramp. These
four travel lanes on Route 15 NB will be carried across the bridge to the existing lane-drop at Interchange
90 to Route 2 and Route 5.

Widen Route 15 NB from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane Underpass - Due to the proximity of the
four lane merge and lane-drop at Interchange 90, it is proposed that Route 15 will be widened to three
travel lanes from Interchange 90 to the Silver Lane underpass, prior to merging with I-84 EB. This widening
addresses congestion concerns on Route 15 and allows for a more desirable distance prior to the I-84 EB
merge. The improvement will require widening two bridges on Route 15 (Route 15 over Route 5 and Route
15 over Silver Lane).

Project Maps: Click here to view a map of the project area.

Written comments from the public are welcomed and will be accepted until the close of business
on: Friday September 18, 2015.

Any person can ask the sponsoring agency to hold a Public Scoping Meeting by sending such a
request to the address or email below. If a meeting is requested by 25 or more individuals, or by
an association that represents 25 or more members, the sponsoring agency shall schedule a Public
Scoping Meeting. Such requests must be made by Friday August 28, 2015.

Written comments and/or requests for a Public Scoping Meeting should be sent to:

Name: Mr. Mark W. Alexander, Transportation Assistant Planning Director
Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation

Bureau of Policy and Planning
Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131

E-Mail: dot.environmentalplanning@ct.gov

If you have questions about the scoping for this project, contact:

Name: Mr. Sebastian Cannamela, Transportation Supervising Engineer
Agency: Connecticut Department of Transportation

Bureau of Engineering and Construction
Address: 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131

Phone: 860-594-2698
E-Mail: Sebastian.Cannamela@ct.gov

Post-Scoping Notices: Environmental Impact Evaluation Not Required

This category is required by the October 2010 revision of the Generic Environmental Classification
Document for State Agencies. A notice is published here if the sponsoring agency, after publication of a
scoping notice and consideration of comments received, has determined that an Environmental Impact
Evaluation (EIE) does not need to be prepared for the proposed project.

No Post-Scoping Notices have been submitted for publication in this edition.

EIE Notices

After Scoping, an agency that wishes to undertake an action that could significantly affect the
environment must produce, for public review and comment, a detailed written evaluation of the expected
environmental impacts. This is called an Environmental Impact Evaluation (EIE).

No Environmental Impact Evaluation has been submitted for publication in this edition.

State Land Transfer Notices

Connecticut General Statutes Section 4b-47 requires public notice of most proposed sales and transfers of
state-owned lands. The public has an opportunity to comment on any such proposed transfer. Each notice
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State Project No.: 63-703



CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

79 ELM STREET, HARTFORD, CT 06106-5127

To: Mark W. Alexander — Transportation Assistant Planning Director
DOT - Bureau of Policy & Planning, 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington

From: David J. Fox - Senior Environmental Analyst Telephone: 860-424-4111
Date: September 18, 2015 E-Mail: david.fox@ct.gov
Subject: 191 & Route 15 Project, Hartford and East Hartford

The Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) is responding to the
Notice of Scoping for the project to widen 1-91 and Route 15 in Hartford and East Hartford. The
following comments are submitted for your consideration.

The Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Soil Survey depicts the area between the
Connecticut River and Interchange 90 in East Hartford as Fluvaquents-Udifluvents complex,
frequently flooded soils. Any work or construction activity within the inland wetland areas or
watercourses on-site will require a permit from the Inland Water Resources Division (IWRD)
pursuant to section 22a-39(h) of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS). Existing wetlands and
watercourses at the site should be delineated by a certified soil scientist and their functional
values should be evaluated. Unavoidable impacts should be mitigated and buffer areas
established to further protect wetlands and watercourses. The degree of impact should be
quantified by acreage and a discussion of the functional values that would be lost or impaired
should be included in any CEPA document.

The only area within the 100-year flood zone on the Flood Insurance Rate Map for
Hartford is riverward of the dike at the base of the Charter Oak Bridge. In East Hartford, the
100-year flood zone extends to the northbound Interchange 90 off-ramp. If any construction will
occur within the 100-year flood zone, the project must be certified as being in compliance with
flood and stormwater management standards specified in section 25-68d of the CGS and section
25-68h-1 through 25-68h-3 of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) and
receive approval from the Department.

Any work or construction activity within tidal, coastal or navigable waters requires
authorization from the Office of Long Island Sound Programs (OLISP) pursuant to the
Structures, Dredging and Fill Act, section 22a-359 through 22a-363f of the CGS. The regulatory
jurisdiction limit is the area up to and including the elevation of the coastal jurisdiction line
(CJL) as determined for the State's major tidal waterbodies. The CJL for the Connecticut River
in Hartford and East Hartford is 3.8° NAVD88. Certificates of Permission can be issued for
certain minor activities in accordance with sections 22a-361 through 22a-363c of the CGS. The
specific activities eligible under this program are listed in CGS section 22a-363b and include
substantial maintenance and minor alterations of authorized or pre-jurisdiction structures or fill
and other enumerated minor activities. Certain activities, such as restriping the bridge to provide
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an extra lane, are considered routine maintenance activities and do not require prior
authorization. The practice of notifying OLISP of routine maintenance should be continued.

The opportunity to introduce treatment measures to the stormwater collection system as
part of the project should be explored. Constraints involved in this urban location, including soil
suitability, space limitations, conflicts with existing utilities, and maintenance requirements, are
recognized. However, emerging technologies may provide workable solutions.

The Natural Diversity Data Base (NDDB) had made a preliminary assessment of the
project. There are several records of extant species listed by the State, pursuant to section 26-
306 of the CGS, as endangered, threatened or special concern that occur within the project
corridor. These are species associated with the Connecticut and Hockanum River. As planning
for this project proceeds, ConnDOT should submit a Request for NDDB Review that includes
additional information detailing the areas that will be impacted by construction.

The Natural Diversity Data Base response includes all information regarding critical
biological resources available at the time of the request. This information is a compilation of
data collected over the years by the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s
Natural History Survey and cooperating units of DEEP, private conservation groups and the
scientific community. This information is not necessarily the result of comprehensive or site-
specific field investigations. Consultations with the Data Base should not be substitutes for on-
site surveys required for environmental assessments. Current research projects and new
contributors continue to identify additional populations of species and locations of habitats of
concern, as well as, enhance existing data. Such new information is incorporated into the Data
Base as it becomes available.

In order to mitigate potential air quality impacts from construction activities, the
Department typically recommends the following measures.

For large construction projects, the Department typically encourages the use of
newer off-road construction equipment that meets the latest EPA or California Air
Resources Board (CARB) standards. If that newer equipment cannot be used,
equipment with the best available controls on diesel emissions including retrofitting
with diesel oxidation catalysts or particulate filters in addition to the use of ultra-low
sulfur fuel would be the second choice that can be effective in reducing exhaust
emissions. The use of newer equipment that meets EPA standards would obviate the
need for retrofits.

The Department also encourages the use of newer on-road vehicles that meet either
the latest EPA or California Air Resources Board (CARB) standards for construction
projects. These on-road vehicles include dump trucks, fuel delivery trucks and other
vehicles typically found at construction sites. On-road vehicles older than the 2007-
model year typically should be retrofitted with diesel oxidation catalysts or diesel
particulate filters for projects. Again, the use of newer vehicles that meet EPA
standards would eliminate the need for retrofits.
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Additionally, Section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the Regulations of Connecticut State
Agencies (RCSA) limits the idling of mobile sources to 3 minutes. This regulation
applies to most vehicles such as trucks and other diesel engine-powered vehicles
commonly used on construction sites. Adhering to the regulation will reduce
unnecessary idling at truck staging zones, delivery or truck dumping areas and
further reduce on-road and construction equipment emissions. Use of posted signs
indicating the three-minute idling limit is recommended. It should be noted that only
DEEP can enforce Section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the RCSA. Therefore, it is
recommended that the project sponsor include language similar to the anti-idling
regulations in the contract specifications for construction in order to allow them to
enforce idling restrictions at the project site without the involvement of the
Department.

As construction commences, the discovery of hazardous materials, hazardous waste and/or
contaminated soils would be a potential throughout the project corridor. A site-specific
hazardous materials management plan should be developed prior to commencement of
construction and a health and safety plan for construction workers should also be prepared. The
Department’s standard comments concerning construction projects in urban areas are submitted
for your information:

Development plans in urban areas that entail soil excavation should include a
protocol for sampling and analysis of potentially contaminated soil. Soil with
contaminant levels that exceed the applicable criteria of the Remediation Standard
Regulations, that is not hazardous waste, is considered to be special waste. The
disposal of special wastes, as defined in section 22a-209-1 of the Regulations of
Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA), requires written authorization from the Waste
Engineering and Enforcement Division prior to delivery to any solid waste disposal
facility in Connecticut. If clean fill is to be segregated from waste material, there
must be strict adherence to the definition of clean fill, as provided in Section 22a-
209-1 of the RCSA. In addition, the regulations prohibit the disposal of more than
10 cubic yards of stumps, brush or woodchips on the site, either buried or on the
surface. A fact sheet regarding disposal of special wastes and the authorization
application form may be obtained at: Special Waste Fact Sheet.

The Waste Engineering & Enforcement Division has issued a General Permit for
Contaminated Soil and/or Sediment Management (Staging & Transfer) (DEP-SW-
GP-001). It establishes a uniform set of environmentally protective management
measures for stockpiling soils when they are generated during construction or utility
installation projects where contaminated soils are typically managed (held
temporarily during characterization procedures to determine a final disposition).
Temporary storage of less than 1000 cubic yards of contaminated soils (which are
not hazardous waste) at the excavation site does not require registration, provided
that activities are conducted in accordance with the applicable conditions of the
general permit. Registration is required for on-site storage of more than 1000 cubic
yards for more than 45 days or transfer of more than 10 cubic yards off-site. A fact
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sheet describing the general permit, a copy of the general permit and registration

forms are available on-line at: Soil Management GP.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this proposal.
concerning these comments, please contact me.

cc. Jeff Caiola, DEEP/IWRD
Micheal Grzywinski, DEEP/OLISP
Robert Hannon, DEEP/OPPD
Dawn McKay, DEEP/NDDB
Ellen Pierce, DEEP/APSD

If you have any questions
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

OFFICE OF POLICY AND MANAGEMENT
INTERGOVERNMENTAL POLICY DIVISION

September 18, 2015

Mr. Mark Alexander

Connecticut Department of Transportation
Bureau of Policy and Planning

2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, CT 06131

Re:  Notice of Scoping:
Relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange 29 and Widening of I-91 NB and Route
15 NB to I-84 Eastbound (EB)

Dear Mark:

The Office of Policy and Management (OPM) has reviewed the Notice of Scoping for DOT's
proposed I-91/Rt 15 project and submits the following comments:

e The section of highway to be addressed by this project already serves as an alternate route
enabling long-distance traffic to bypass Hartford via I-91 and I-691 or Rt 9. Because of
that function, it seems plausible that this capacity might influence the planning and design
for the 1-84 Hartford Project. Decisions regarding the I-84 project certainly could
influence the demand placed on this section of I-91 and Rt 15, which could be a vital link
during construction of the I-84 Hartford Project or even afterwards, depending on the
approach taken with I-84.

The public should be made aware of how decisions regarding this I-91/Rt 15 project might
affect or be affected by the functioning of the broader-scale highway network, both in the
short and in the long term. The Notice of Scoping, however, is silent on such implications
and treats the I-91/Rt 15 project in isolation from associated state actions or proposed
actions. While it is too late for this particular scoping notice, would it be possible for
future DOT scoping notices to also include information about how individual projects fit
into the broader picture?

e In addition to its highway projects, Connecticut is making significant investments in other
transportation modes in the Hartford area and out along the I-91 and I-84 corridors. How
might those investments or other changes impact the long-term need for the proposed I-
91 project and, similarly, how might the proposed I-91/Rt 15 project impact other regional
or corridor transportation initiatives?

e Because of the limited information provided by the Notice of Scoping's project description
and map, it is difficult to envision the potential impacts of the proposed project on areas
adjacent to the highway. Given the intensity of development in those areas and the
magnitude of recent private and public investment, it is important to understand the full
extent of those potential impacts. It would be helpful if such a scoping notice included
aerial imagery illustrating additional lanes, new alignments and other such changes.

Phone: (860)418-6323 Fax: (860) 418-6493
450 Capitol Avenue, MS# 540RG, Hartford, Connecticut 06106-1379



e Public discussions about the I-84 Hartford Project are highlighting that highway design
choices can not only impact the broader transportation system and the surrounding
community, but also impose significant long-term financial obligations on the state. What
is the I-91/Rt 15 project's impact on the state’s long term maintenance obligations and
how are long-term costs of different options accounted for in DOT's decision-making
process?

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this Notice of Scoping and please feel free to contact
me if you have any questions.

\
\

Bruce Wittchen

Office of Policy & Management
450 Capitol Ave, MS# 540RG
Hartford, CT 06106

(860) 418-6323
bruce.wittchen@ct.gov

Sincerely:




STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Dannel P. Malloy
Governor
Nancy Wyman
Lt. Governor

Jewel Mullen, M.D., M.P.H., M.P.A.
Commissioner

September 16, 2015

Mr. Mark Alexander

Transportation Assistant Planning Director
CT Department of Transportation

2800 Berlin Turnpike

Newington, CT 06131

Re: Notice of Scoping for the Relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange 29 and widening
of I-91 NB and Route 15 NB to [-84 Eastbound

Dear Mr. Alexander:

The Drinking Water Section of the Department of Public Health has reviewed the above-
mentioned project for potential impacts to any sources of public drinking water supply. This
project does not appear to be in a public water supply source water area; therefore, the Drinking
Water Section has no comments at this time.

Sincerely,

(o 17 ey

Patricia Bisacky
Environmental Analyst 3
Drinking Water Section

Phone: (860) 509-7333 « Fax: (860) 509-7359 « VP: (860) 899-1611
DPH 410 Capitol Avenue, MS#51WAT, P.O. Box 340308

/ Hartford, Connecticut 06134-0308
L www.ct.gov/dph
o Pubic ot Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer




Andrews, Meredith L

From: Fleming, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2015 7:28 AM

To: Andrews, Meredith L

Subject: FW: Notice of Scoping for the Relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange 29 and

Widening of I-91 NB and Route 15 NB to -84 Eastbound (EB)

FYI, our first comment

From: Structures Consulting [mailto:rht pe@charter.net]

Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 11:32 PM

To: DOT Environmental Planning

Cc: Cannamela, Sebastian A

Subject: Notice of Scoping for the Relocation of I-91 Northbound (NB) Interchange 29 and Widening of I-91 NB and
Route 15 NB to I-84 Eastbound (EB)

Gentlemen:

When the Charter Oak bridge (COB) was reconstructed beginning in 1988, the one of the
motivations/ justifications for its reconstruction was the abandonment of a complete I-291
beltway. The goal at the time (allegedly) was to divert as much traffic as possible from the
Founder's Bridge connection to I-84 East. The I-91 North to I-84 East connection was to be
enhanced by this new and improved COB, which ultimately did not accomplish the intent.

Now with that said, please consider my input on this proposed project.

1. Improvements to I-91 NB from interchange 27 to interchange 29 are warranted. I'm not
convinced that they need to be as extensive as proposed however. I will acknowledge that it can
be confusing as one drives North from Wethersfield to determine when it is appropriate o get
into the right-most lane in anticipation of exiting to I-84 East.

2. T would agree that the divergence of traffic (I-91N & I-84E) should occur just after
interchange 27. I also agree that maintaining 4 lanes of traffic from interchange 27 to
interchange 29 is justified. It is at this point I disagree with the rest of the plan. I feel it
would be less costly to complete the split (divergence) just North of the I-91N bridge over CT
15 North and begin a grade separation at this point, raising the 2 right lanes to prepare for the
climb up to the COB, while the 2 left lanes continue as I-91N. The avoids the costly
construction of a flyover to bring the I-84 bound traffic (left 2 lane exit) over I-91IN to
connect to the COB. Since the single lane elevated connection from I-91N o the COB does not
have the width to accommodate 2 lanes, its reconstruction (and improved vertical profile) is
justified. Using reinforced earth to accomplish the vertical grade separation will minimize the
ROW width impacts.



3. Re-striping the NB side of the COB from 3 lanes to 4 is possible, though I am not enthused
about losing an adequate shoulder for break-downs. Dropping off one lane at interchange 90 is
appropriate and consistent with current traffic patterns. Continuing with 3 lanes to interchange
91 (exit to Silver Lane) and dropping one lane at interchange 91 makes sense. After the recent
improvements to the bridge over Silver Lane, and considering the minimal congestion from
interchange 91 to the merge with I-84 EB, I see no justification to the widening/reconstruction
of the bridge over Silver Lane just past exit 91.

I could never understand the disparity in infrastructure improvements that were made as a part
of the COB reconstruction, when one considers the volume of NY-to-Boston traffic along this
corridor.

Best regards,

Ralph H. Tulis, P.E.

Structures Consulting
rht pe@charter.net

860 684-6404 (home/office)
860 986-2104 (cell)

Ralph H. Tulis, P.E.

Structures Consulting
General Manager

(860) 684-6404 Work
rht_pe@charter.net

PO Box 280
Willington CT 06279-0280
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

memorandum

COM-09A REV. 2/91 Printer on Recycled or Reclaimed Paper

subject: ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM

Project No : 63-703

Bridge Number :Various

Town/City : Hartford and East Hartford

Date : Nov-+8;2644-Rev. 10/ 22/ 2015

to: Ms. Susan M. Libatique
Transportation Principal Engineer
Bureau of Engineering and Construction

Mark W. Alexander
Transportation Assistant Planning Director
Bureau of Policy and Planning

Digitally signed by Mark W. Alexander
Mark W. Alexander sz s seomdssasn s

Date: 2014.11.18 10:17:35 -05'00

Please note, this is not a permit need determination form. Please submit permit need determination form to Water Resources
Unit of the Office of Environmental Planning if you have not previously done so. The Office of Environmental Planning has
reviewed the subject activity and notes the following environmental concerns and makes certain recommendations:

Throughout the duration of a project design, the Project Engineer is responsible to request an update of the entire Environmental

Review Form every three years.

1. Socio-Economic

Investigate displacement of families, businesses.

Investigate potential impacts to minorities, local institutions, emergency services, and low-income neighborhoods.

Project area is in a census tract containing certain ethnic populations with over 5% Limited English Proficiency.

[]
]
No apparent conflict with or impact to socio-economic resources.
X
[]

A conceptual stage relocation survey may be required. Please contact the Rights of Way Administrator.

Other : Project census tracts have populations with significant Italian and Spanish speaking populations with Limited

English Proficiency.

2. Parks/Wildlife Refuges/Scenic Roads/Bikeways

Investigate whether publicly owned parks, recreation areas and/or wildlife and waterfowl refuges are to be affected.
Investigate Possible Section 4(f) and/or Section 6(f) Processing.

This road has been/is in the process of being designated as a Scenic road under P.A. 87-280.
[ Contact the Scenic Roads Committee Chairman, Colleen Kissane at 2132, for further information.

There may be a conflict and/or impact to a State Bikeway. Contact Melanie Zimyeski, Transportation Supervising

] Planner, Office of Intermodal Planning at x2144.

[] No apparent conflict/impact on publicly owned parks, recreation areas, refuges, scenic roads and/or bikeways.

Other:

Name: Kevin Fleming

Extension: 2924
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3. Historical and Archaeological Resources

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

The Office of Environmental Planning (OEP) makes the following determination or recommendations based on the research and/or field
review of the project Area of Potential Effect (APE). In many cases, the recommendations are provisional and will be finalized through
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and any other relevant local, State, and Federal Agencies. A finding letter
from SHPO will be relayed to the project proponent upon receipt by OEP. For certain other FHWA funded minor transportation projects,
the OEP can make final findings or determinations of effect under the terms of a Programmatic Agreement. No SHPO letter will be
received for these projects. Instead a determination form will be transmitted directly from OEP. Tribal consultation is a separate process.

Notification of the outcome of Tribal consultation will come to project proponents either from the sponsoring Federal Agency via OEP or
directly from the Federal Agency.

[

The OEP has determined a finding of “No Historic Properties Affected” for this project -as presented- under
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement. No further consultation with SHPO is necessary. Note: This finding does not
satisfy Tribal consultation. See comment box on the following page for additional details.

The OEP recommends a finding of "No Historic Properties Affected" for this project under Section 106 and/or CEPA. OEP will
consult with SHPO and/or the lead Federal agency for a final determination of effect. Note: This recommendation does not
satisfy Tribal consultation. See comment box on the following page for additional details.

The OEP recommends a finding of "No Adverse Effect” on Historic Properties within the APE of this project under
Section 106 and/or CEPA. OEP will consult with SHPO and/or the lead Federal Agency for a final determination of

effect. Note: This recommendation does not satisfy Tribal consultation. See comment box on the following page for
any conditions.

The OEP recommends a finding of "Adverse Effect" on Historic Properties within the APE of this project under

Section 106 and/or CEPA. OEP will consult with SHPO and/or the lead Federal Agency for a final determination. Mitigation and
a Memorandum of Agreement will likely be required. Note: This recommendation does not satisfy Tribal consultation.

See comment box on the following page for additional details.

Additional Section 106 and/or CEPA processing required because of possible effect to known historic:

(" Structures(s) (" Bridge(s) (" state Register Historic District(s) (" Local Historic District(s)
(" Cemetery(ies) (" Tribal Land(s) (" National Historic Landmark(s) (¢ National Register Historic District(s)

(" Town Green(s) (" Archaeological Site(s) (" state Archaeological Preserve(s)

Avoidance is recommended. Please contact OEP for coordination.

Section 4(f) documentation for use of Historic Properties may be necessary.

The project APE has moderate to high archaeological sensitivity. Field survey will be required if avoidance is not
possible. Please contact OEP for coordination.

The project APE has a structure or structures that could be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.
Avoidance or further investigation is recommended by OEP. Please contact OEP for coordination.

A bridge on the project has been identified as listed in the Connecticut's Historic Bridge Inventory. Rehabilitation
must be carried out in accordance with the Connecticut Bridge Inventory Preservation Plan (1991).
Please contact OEP for coordination.

After review by OEP staff, it has been determined that this project is exempt from a Section 106 review.
Please see comments for further information.



3. Historical and Archaeological Resources cont.

The project will effect a resource that is in the[ ] Quinebaug-Shetucket Heritage Corridor or[ ] The Upper Housatonic
Valley Heritage Area. Please contact OEP for coordination.

Comments: There are discrete areas of archaeological sensitivity at the southern extreme of the APE at Interchange 27 between I-91 and
the Wilbur Cross Pkwy, on the east bank of the Connecticut River and along its confluence with the Hockanum, and at the far
northeastern extent of the APE at the Interchange with Silver Lane. Any ground disturbing work outside the existing right-of-
way in these areas may necessitate cultural resource field survey.

APE encroaches upon the Old Wethersfield Historic District at its extreme southern limits. Any off pavement work in this area
will require consultation with SHPO. Bridges themselves are not eligible for the National Register.

Designation of any off-site environmental mitigation site will require additional analysis.

Name: Scott Speal Attachments :

Extension: 2918 Map [|Photograph  [] Other
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ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

4. Water Resources - Please note, this is not a Permit Need Determination Form. Contact must be made
with the Water Resources Unit during scoping via a Permit Need Determination Form.

Water resource concerns:

a. Surface Supply Watershed, Name of Watershed:

b. Potential Water Company Lands, Name of Water Company:

c. Wells: (" Community ' Non-community (" Aquifer Protection, See Comments:

d. Sole Source Aquifer:(" Pootatuck (Newtown - Monroe),(" Pawcatuck (Stonington & N. Stonington)
e. Wild and Scenic River: (" Farmington River  (_ Eightmile River (C Pawcatuck River

f. Aquifer Protection Area:(" Level A (Final) " Level B (Preliminary)

2OONONOND

Comments :

None of the above water resource concerns are present.

Although there are no Federally listed Species in the project area, GIS database shows that there are state
species. Any further coordination with CTDEEP, if required, will take place through the permit needs
determination process.

5. Natural Resources

Threatened or Endangered Species:

DEEP Natural Diversity Database Mapping indicates that there are no records of listed species in the
[ project area.

Map Reference Date JUNE 2014

There is an indication that there may be listed species present in the area.
X Projectis located(® (IN)(" (NEARBY) an area of possible concern. Coordination with the the Water
and Natural ResourcesUnit is necessary.

Name: Kevin Fleming
Extension: 2924



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

6. Air Quality

O This project is included in the State / Regional Transportation Improvement Program which the FHWA has determined
to be in conformance.

O A Project Level Air Quality Conformity Determination is not required. This project type is exempt under the Clean Air
Act pursuant to 40 CFR 93.126.
Project Type:
If the project is Federally funded, please include the following paragraph in the Categorical Exclusion request letter to
the FHWA:
"This project is located within the boundaries of the portion of the state which has been classified
as attainment maintenance for carbon monoxide (CO),
as attainment for PM 2.5 and non-attainment for Ozone,
and attainment for PM 10. This project type has been determined to be exempt from the

requirement that a conformity determination be made in accordance with the Final Rule on conformity."

] A Project Level Air Quality Conformity Determination is required. Contact the Travel Demand /
Air Quality Modeling Unit for information (594-2029)

X A Carbon Monoxide analysis may be required for this project. An intersection level of service (LOS)
analysis is required to determine conformity. For projects affecting signalized intersections that are
LOS D, E, or F or those that will change to LOS D, E, or F because of increased traffic volumes
related to the project, a carbon monoxide air quality assessment is required and will be prepared by
the Travel Demand / Air Quality (TD/AQ) Modeling Unit. Transmit the following information by
memorandum or e-mail to (TD/AQ) Office:

1. Appropriate traffic (peak hour).
2. Proposed signalization showing:
a) sequencing and timing
b) lane arrangement (40 ft. or Metric equivalent Scale)

Other:

] If this project qualifies as an Individual Categorical Exclusion please insert the following paragraph
in the Categorical Exclusion request letter to FHWA:

“This project is located within the boundaries of the portion of the state which has been classified as nonattainment
for PM 2.5 and attainment maintenance for PM 10 and a project level conformity determination is

required. However, this project is not of the type listed in 40 CFR 93.123 (b)(1) as an air quality concern.
Therefore, Clean Air Act and 40 CFR 93.116 requirements are met without an explicit PM 2.5/PM 10 hotspot
analysis.”

] The project is located in an area that has been classified as non-attainment for PM 2.5 and/or attainment
maintenance for PM 10, and a project level qualitative hotspot analysis is required to determine
conformity. Please contact the Travel Demand / Air Quality Modeling Unit (594-2029).



Name:

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

This project is exempt from an analysis or discussion of Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT) effects for one
or both of the following reasons, in accordance with FHWA Interim Guidance Memorandum dated
September 30, 2009.

(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/air_topics/policy _and_guidance/00109guidemem.cfm):

(" Project is categorically excluded under 23 CFR 771.117(c); and/or

( Project is exempt under the Clean Air Act pursuant to 40 CFR 93.126

This project has no meaningful potential Mobile Source Air Toxics (MSAT) effects. The following language
must be included in the project record in order to satisfy FHWA's MSAT documentation requirements in
accordance with FHWA Interim Guidance Memorandum dated September 30, 2009
(http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air_quality/air_topics/policy_and_guidance/00109guidemem.cfm):

“The purpose of this project is to (insert major deficiency that the project is meant to address)

By constructing (insert major elements of the project).

This project has been determined to generate minimal air quality impacts for CAAA criteria
pollutants and has not been linked with any special MSAT concerns. As such, this project will not
result in changes in traffic volumes, vehicle mix, basic project location, or any other factor that
would cause an increase in MSAT impacts of the project from that of the no-build alternative.

Moreover, EPA regulations for vehicle engines and fuels will cause overall MSAT emissions to
decline significantly over the next several decades. Based on regulations now in effect, an analysis
of national trends with EPA's MOBILEG6.2 model forecasts a combined reduction of 72 percent in
the total annual emission rate for the priority MSAT from 1999 to 2050 while vehicle-miles of travel
are projected to increase by 145 percent. This will both reduce the background level of MSAT as
well as the possibility of even minor MSAT emissions from this project.

This project has potential MSAT effects and a MSAT qualitative or quantitative analysis is required.
Please contact the Travel Demand / Air Quality Modeling Unit for information (594-2029).

Other:
This project is not located within an existing Connecticut PM 2.5 non-attainment area and attainment

maintenance for PM 10 and therefore does not require a project level hot-spot air quality analysis.

Matthew Cegielski

Extension: 2029



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

7. Noise

[ ] No Analysis Required
[] A FHWA noise analysis would be required.

[] A FTA noise analysis would be required.

H The referenced project meets the criteria for a Type Il project established in 23 CFR 772. Therefore, the projects requires no
analysis for highway traffic noise impacts. Type Il projects do not involve added capacity, construction of new through lanes
or auxiliary lanes, changes in the horizontal or vertical alignment of the roadway or exposure of noise sensitive land uses to a
new or existing highway noise source. CTDOT acknowledges that a noise analysis is required if changes to the proposed
project result in reclassification to a Type | project.

Other Monitoring of traffic noise levels at the apartments located along Route 5/15 in East Hartford.

The following shall be referenced in carrying out this section:

23 CFR 772 (July 2011)

Connecticut Department of Transportation Highway Traffic Noise Abatement Policy for Projects Funded
by the Federal Highway Administration (July 2011)

Highway Traffic Noise Analysis and Abatement Policy and Guidance (June 1995)
Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment (May 2006)
Projects will be assessed on a case by case need for State Funded Projects

Name: Desmond P. Dickey
Extension: 2945



ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW FORM
Project No: 63-703

Hartford and East

Town/City: Hartford

8. Recommendations

a. Federal/State, Federal/Local Funds or Federal Funds. The Office of Environmental Planning recommends that

this activity be classified a CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION. This recommendation does not preclude the need for a
Coastal Area Management Consistency Statement, environmental permits, Section 4(f) Statements, Section 106

] processing or other environmental coordination. IF THE PROJECT IS FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
FUNDED AND/OR FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION, A CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION TO
THAT EFFECT MUST BE SUBMITTED BY YOUR OFFICE TO THE FHWA/FTA FOR APPROVAL OF THE EXCLUSION
WITH THIS FORM ATTACHED. No significant environmental impacts are foreseen resulting from the activity(s). No

KF Revised  fyrther analysis is required under CEPA unless stated below.

1072272015 b. Federal/State, Federal/Local Funds or Federal Funds. The Office of Environmental Planning recommends a
& FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT/STATE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION be prepared
Contact this Office for scheduling.

c. Federal/State, Federal/Local Funds or Federal Funds. The Office of Environmental Planning recommends a
[[] FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT/STATE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION be prepared.
Contact this Office for scheduling.

9. Recommendations

a. State Funds. The Office of Environmental Planning feels this activity does not require an Environmental Impact
] Evaluation as no significant environmental impacts are foreseen resulting from the activity(s). No further analysis is
required under CEPA. This recommendation does not preclude the need for environmental permits or other environmental
coordination

b. State Funds. The Office of Environmental Planning recommends that the Environmental Concerns noted, plus any
[[] others that may arise, be investigated through the preparation of an ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT EVALUATION. Contact
this Office for scheduling.

c. State Funds. In accordance with CTDOT's Environmental Classification Document (ECD), this project classifies as an
action whose degree of impact is indeterminate, but has the potential for environmental impacts. A public scoping process must
occur in accordance with Section 22a-1b(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes, and must be scoped in the Environmental
Monitor. CTDOT shall take into consideration comments received and shall prepare a written memorandum that documents its
findings and subsequent determination of the proposed action's significance. Said memorandum shall be posted in the
Environmental Monitor, unless it is determined that an EIE shall be prepared. Please contact this office for further coordination.

10. Recommendations

Further analysis is needed to establish in which category this activity falls. The Office of
Environmental Planning recommends that further information based upon your investigation of Environmental Concerns
[ No. 1-7 be developed, and that your office subsequently contact the Office of Environmental Planning so that a
determination can be made.

11. Recommendations

This project does not meet the definition of a major metropolitan transportation investment, as defined in 23 CFR Part
] 450.104, and does not require a Major Investment Study.

12. Comments: Due to the magnitude/scope of the project, OEP believes that the project falls under Category li(h) of
CTDOT's Environmental Classification Document - Any significant action that may significantly affect the
environment in an adverse manner. Therefore, this project will require scoping in the Environmental
Monitor under CEPA to solicit public/ regulatory agency comments to determine if an EIE is required.
Please contact Kevin Fleming at x2924 to discuss this requirement.

It has since been determined that this project will require a Federal EA / State EIE - KF Revised
10/22/2015

Print Form

Name:  Stephen Delpapa Reset Form

Extension: 2941 August 2013
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ATTACHMENTS

Preliminary Permit Need Determination Form (CTDOT)

Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
PERMIT NEED DETERMINATION FORM

A location map, detailed project description and any available plans must accompany this request. Submittals are to be sent to the Office of Environmental Planning. This document
is to be completed by the OEP and is not final until signed by the Supervisor of the Water and Natural Resources Unit of OEP.

State Project #: 63-703

CORE Project #:

DOT Design contact: Sebastian Cannamela

Phone:

FDP Date: 10/17/2018

Anticipated Construction Start Date:
Towns (s): Hartford and East Hartford

Scope Review Date:

Waterway(s): Connecticut River

Drainage Area to site:

Bridge Number: 813, 3613, 1466, 480, 6117, 6043A, 5796

Town or State Initiated: State

Funding Source: Federal and State

Inspected By: State

Project Description: 1-91 NB, Exit 29 Improvements on I-91 NB to Route 15 & 184 EB

Section 1: State Permitting Requirements

Flood Management Certification*
L] Not Required

Additional Information Required 1
L] Flood Management General

L] Flood Management Certification
[ Flood Management Exemption

Inland Wetlands / Watercourses Permits

] Not Required

Additional Information Required 2

[ ] Emergency Authorization

] Temporary Authorization

] DMP Activity (Maintenance Activities only)

[l DMP Activity (Rails Maintenance Activities only)
[] Water Resource Construction Activities (General)
(] IWW Individual Permit

Stormwater Permit

[] Not Required

[] Additional Information Required

Stormwater Permit (1 or more acres of disturbance)** 3

Department of Public Health (DPH) Permits
Not Required

[] Additional Information Required

[] Water Company Land General Permit

[] Water Company Land Change in Use

401 Water Quality Certification

] Not Required

Additional Information Required 2
[] Automatic (ACOE Category 1)

[ |Needed via CT PGP Addendum Form
[ ] Coastal 401 via DEEP OLISP

[ ]Individual 401

Dam Safety Permits

Not Required

[] Additional Information Required

[ ] Dam Safety Repair and Alteration (General)
[] Dam Construction

Coastal Permits - Long Island Sound Programs
[] Not Required

Additional Information Reauired 4

[] Emergency Authorization

[] Temporary Authorization

[] CAM Consistency — OEP Internal Sign-off

] CAM Consistency — DEEP OLISP Approval
[] Alert to Routine Maintenance

[] Certificate of Permission

[] Structures, Dredging and Fill

[] Structures, Dredging and Fill, and Tidal Wetlands

* Coordination with the DOT Hydraulic and Drainage Unit will be required to finalize Flood Management permitting requirements.
** Coordination with OEP’s Water/Noise Compliance Unit will be required to finalize stormwater permit requirements.

Notes / Additional Information Required:

elevation? A CLOMR may be required for this project.

1. Provide cut/fill quantities (cubic yards) for the proposed work to be conducted within FEMA flood zones. Will the proposed widened structures be able to pass the 100-Year FEMA flood

2. Provide impacts (square feet) as follows: Wetland/Watercourse and OHW Impacts (total, temporary, and permanent).
3. How many acres of disturbed ground and/or sub-grade will be the result of this project? Also, what stormwater improvements are being proposed for this project?

4. The project is located within the CAM. The CJL will need to be incorporated into the plans in order to determine coastal permits. Was the project site investigated for tidal wetlands?

Revised 7/28/2014

Office of Environmental Planning




Section 2: Federal Permitting Requirements

Section 404 / Section 10 Permits (ACOE) United States Coast Guard (USCG)*
[] Not Required [] Not Required

Additional Information Required 1 Additional Information Required »
[] Emergency Authorization [] Coast Guard Coordination

[] Category 1

[] Category 2

[] Individual Permit
*Coordination with FHWA will be required to determine USCG permitting requirements.
Notes / Additional Information Required:

1. Provide impacts (square feet) as follows: Wetland/Watercourse and OHW Impacts (total, temporary, and permanent). The proposed project will impact a wetland
creation site constructed under the Charter Oak Bridge project. Further coordination with ACOE and DEEP will required to determine mitigation needs for this project.
The project will also need to be coordinated with the ACOE and the East Hartford Flood Commission since the project will require work within the flood control system.

2. All proposed work located on and/or underneath the Charter Oak Bridge will need to be coordinated with USCG.

Section 3: Department Coordination Requirements / BMP’s

Water Resources Natural Resources

[ ] No Concerns Noted [ ] No Concerns Noted

DEEP Boating Concerns 1 [] DEEP Property Acquisition Required

Impaired Water body 2 [] Wild and Scenic River Designation

[ ] Watershed/Water Co. Land/Reservoir [ ] Prime Farmland

[ ] Public Wells DEEP Fisheries Coordination 3

[] Aquifer Protection Area NDDB Coordination 4

[] Sole Source Aquifer Protection Area* [ ] NDDB Coordination (for Stormwater Permit)**

*EPA Coordination to be made in conjunction with FHWA.
**If a stormwater permit is required, NDDB coordination must occur if species are located within 1/4mile of the project site.
Notes / Additional Information Required:

1. Will the existing park/boat launch located under the Charter Oak Bridge be impacted during construction? Coordination with DEEP Boating Division may be warranted.
2. The Connecticut River is designated as an impaired water-body and the attached document contains the impairment for this watercourse. The impairment will need to be assessed for this project.
3. The project will need to be coordinated with the DEEP Fisheries Division. Submit DEEP Fisheries Coordination Transmittal Form package to OEP for review and DEEP processing.

4. The project will need to be coordinated with the DEEP Wildlife Division. Submit DEEP NDDB Request Form (DEEP-REQ-APP-007) to OEP for review and DEEP processing.

Section 4: Permit and Department Coordination Requirements / BMPs for Municipal Projects
This is the only section that will be completed by OEP for Municipal Projects. State and Federal Permit Requirements are to be determined by the Municipality. Flood
Management permitting will need to be approved prior to submission of any State and/or Federal Permits required for a municipal project.

Flood Management Certification* Natural Resources

[ ] Not Required [ ] No Concerns Noted

[ ] Additional Information Required [ ] DEEP Fisheries Coordination
[] Flood Management General [ ] NDDB Coordination

[_] Flood Management MOU Process
[] Flood Management Certification (DEEP)
[] Flood Management Exemption

* Coordination with the DOT Hydraulic and Drainage Unit will be required to finalize Flood Management permitting requirements.
Notes / Additional Information Required:

Reviewed By: Kevin Carifa Date: D€CEMber 4, 2014

Approved By: Date:
OEP Transportation Supervising Planner

Approval is based on project plans dated: PNDF Submission JU|y 24, 2014

If project scope or project limits change in any way, permit needs may change and must be coordinated with the OEP.

Revised 7/28/2014 Office of Environmental Planning
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Table 3-4. Connecticut Impaired Waters List (EPA Category 5

Waterbody Waterbody Waterbody Impaired
Segment ID Waterbody Name Type Size Units Designated Use Cause Comment
Organic
Enrichment
(Sewage) Potential sources include remediation
Biological sites, groundwater contamination,
Indicators municipal sewage disposal, landfills
Habitat for Fish, Potential sources include septage
Other Aquatic Life lagoons, agricultural activities,
CT3900-07_01 Kahn Brook-01 River 0.61 Miles and Wildlife Cause Unknown unspecified urban stormwater
Recreation Enterococcus
Polychlorinated
CT4000-00_01 Connecticut River-01 |River 10.27 Miles Fish Consumption |biphenyls
Potential sources include permitted
and non-permitted stormwater, illicit
discharge, insufficient septic systems,
Agricultural Activity, nuisance
Recreation Escherichia coli wildlife/pets
Polychlorinated
CT4000-00_02 Connecticut River-02 | River 10.49 Miles Fish Consumption | biphenyls
Recreation Enterococcus
Escherichia coli
Polychlorinated
CT4000-00_03 Connecticut River-03 | River 35.26 Miles Fish Consumption |biphenyls
Potential sources include permitted
and non-permitted stormwater, illicit
discharges, CSOs/SSOs, insufficient
septic systems, agricultural activity,
Recreation Enterococcus nuisance wildlife/pets

Escherichia coli

Potential sources include permitted
and non-permitted stormwater, illicit
discharges, CSOs/SSOs, insufficient
septic systems, agricultural activity,
nuisance wildlife/pets
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ATTACHMENTS

Section 4(f) correspondence

Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



MARCIA A. LECLERC {7 SEN Phonc: 8602917361
MAYOR TOWN OQFEAST HARTFORD Fax: 860 291-7370
| || +740 Main Street < |

East Hartford; Connecticut 06108

DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC WORKS

April 8, 2016

Ms. Susan M. Libatique, P.E.
Transportation Principal Engineer

Bureau of Engineering and Construction
Connecticut Department of Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike, P.O. Box 317546
Newington CT, 06131-7546

RE: Temporary use of recreational land
Project 63-703 Improvements to I-91 North to Route 15 and 1-84 East
Hartford and East Hartford, CT

Dear Ms. Libatique:

The Town of East Hartford received information from the Connecticut Department of Transportation
presented at a Town Roads meeting conducted on March 22, 2016 regarding the above referenced
project. We understand the project will impact a Section 4(f) recreation area known as the Great River
Park in East Hartford. We further understand these impacts will be minor as follows:

e Impact duration will be temporary, i.e., less than the time needed for construction of the project,
and there should be no change in ownership of the land;

e The scope of the work is minor, i.e., both the nature and the magnitude of the changes to the
Section 4(f) property are minimal;

o There are no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be interference with
the protected activities, features, or attributes of the property, on either a temporary or permanent
basis;

e The land being used will be fully restored, i.e., the property must be returned to a condition
which is at least as good as that which existed prior to the project and to the satisfaction of the
Town of East Hartford and its park operator.

The Town of East Hartford concurs that the temporary use of Great River Park will not adversely affect
any activities or features that make it eligible for preservation under Section 4 (f) of the US DOT Act.

Sincerely,

- "‘4/4} o /ii

Timothy A. Bgckus
Director of Public Works

Cc:  Marcia A, Leclerc, Mayor



CITY OF HARTFORD

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
50 Jennings Road, Hartford, CT 06120
Telephone (860) 757-9900 / Fax (860) 722-6215
www.hartford.gov

Hon. Luke Bronin, Mayor
Marilynn Cruz-Aponte, Director of Public Works

May 10, 2016

Ms. Susan M. Libatique, P.E.
Transportation Principal Engineer

Bureau of Engineering and Construction
Connecticut Department of Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike, P.O. Box 317546
Newington CT, 06131-7546

Subject: Temporary Use of Recreation Land
State Project 63-703
Relocation of I-91 Northbound Interchange 29
Hartford and East Hartford, Connecticut

Dear Ms. Libatique,

The City of Hartford has reviewed plans provided by the Connecticut Department of Transportation
(CTDOT) and discussed the subject project at meetings with CTDOT staff and representatives. Based on
this information it is our understanding that the impact to Section 4(f) recreation areas at Charter Oak
Landing will be minor as follows:

e Impact duration will be temporary, i.e., less than the time needed for construction of the project, and there
should be no change in ownership of the land;

e The scope of the work is minor, i.e., both the nature and the magnitude of the changes to the Section 4(f)
property are minimal;

e There are no anticipated permanent adverse physical impacts, nor will there be interference with the
protected activities, features, or attributes of the property, on either a temporary or permanent basis;

e The land being used will be fully restored, i.e., the property must be returned to a condition which is at
least as good as that which existed prior to the project.

Specifically we understand that work for the relocation of the exit 29 ramp to the Charter Oak Bridge
and additional modifications to the Charter Oak Bridge over the Charter Oak Landing Park may require
temporary restrictions on public access during active demolition and construction work in the vicinity of
the Charter Oak Bridge. Construction equipment may be temporarily present within the Park to conduct

the proposed work.

City Buildings, Engineering Design, Contract Administration and Permits, Flood Control
Park Maintenance, Traffic, Street Services, Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance, Waste & Recycling



The City of Hartford concurs that the work proposed under project 63-703 will not adversely affect any
activities or features that make it eligible for preservation under Section 4(f) of the US DOT Act. The
City of Hartford supports CTDOT"’s temporary use of the land as presented for the purposes of the
subject project providing the following conditions are implemented:

L Access to the boat ramp must be maintained at all times for Hartford Police and Fire personnel.
| Work within the parks shall be done in stages and allow for safe passageway under the bridge.
£ Work shall be coordinated to the greatest extent possible to avoid the summer season (Memorial

Day to Labor Day).

4, The DOT understands that Charter Oak Landing beneath the bridge is subject to flooding at any
time given its relatively low elevation.

5. Riverfront Recapture and the City of Hartford be included in any future project discussions that
impact the usage of this land.

Sincerely,

Constantin Banciulescu, P.E,,

City Engineer / Assistant Director of Public Works
City of Hartford

50 Jennings Road, Hartford, CT 06120

Tel: 860-757-9975

Cel:860-214-8027

Fax: 860-722-6215

e-mail: Constantin.Banciulescu@hartford.gov

Copy:
Marilynn Cruz-Aponte - City of Hartford - DPW Director
Marc Nicol - Riverfront Recapture - Director of Park Planning & Development

City Buildings, Engineering Design, Contract Administration and Permits, Flood Control
Park Maintenance, Traffic, Street Services, Vehicle and Equipment Maintenance, Waste & Recycling



ATTACHMENTS

Section 6(f) correspondence

Federal Aid Project No.: Pending
State Project No.: 63-703



Andrews, Meredith L

From: Fleming, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 4:24 PM
To: Andrews, Meredith L

Subject: FW: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford
Importance: Low

Meredith,

Looks like we are in the clear as far as 6(f) goes. We will not be taking any part of the park as far as | know. All impacts
are temporary. Looks like no conversion, as expected, will occur.

Kevin

From: Stygar, David

Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 12:43 PM
To: Fleming, Kevin

Subject: RE: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford
Importance: Low

Kevin,

| will take the prospective that while the park will be impacted, the level of impact will not prohibit the function
or access to the park itself. Noting that it is “temporary” in nature. This temporary nature | believe still has not been
defined, time wise that is. A conversion occurs when the park or a portion is permanently modified to change the use,
access, ownership or function. This is not the case. Will any part of the park be taken for uses other than recreation? If
so then this would constitute a conversion. Helpful?

Dave Stygar

From: Fleming, Kevin

Sent: Thursday, May 12, 2016 11:26 AM
To: Stygar, David <David.Stygar@ct.gov>
Subject: RE: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford

Hi Dave,

Thanks again for all of your help. Our engineering team who are working on the project met with the City of Hartford
and the Riverfront Recapture folks to discuss the temporary impacts to Charter Oak which will occur mainly during the
last phase of construction when the existing 1-91 exit 29 ramp will be removed. This will require temporary access just
below onto the park during only that time. The activities in the park will not be impacted nor will there be a
transformation from a recreational use. The City signed a Section 4(f) exception — see attached — with stipulations and
understandings. We need to include some information in our Environmental Assessment regarding 6(f). We are under
the impression that given the temporary nature of the impacts and the understanding from the City of Hartford that the
use of the park would not require any 6(f)(3) documentation or mitigation since it does not appear to be a conversion of
recreational land. Please advise.

Thank You

Kevin

From: Stygar, David
Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2016 8:39 AM



To: Fleming, Kevin
Subject: RE: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford
Importance: Low

| believe it would be helpful to let the City of Hartford know about the 6(f)(3) impact on these park projects, at the same
time let DEEP know the extent. Part of this notification would be the “time” of displacement. | also believe that
Riverside Recapture is planning some improvements. Connecting Charter Oak Landing to the upper park Riverside

Park. Not sure how this would be impact you project or yours theirs.

See attached Scan.
Dave

From: Fleming, Kevin

Sent: Wednesday, May 04, 2016 8:01 AM
To: Stygar, David <David.Stygar@ct.gov>
Subject: RE: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford

Good morning David,

Thanks for your quick reply and the information you provided. This is very helpful. Ouch is right, this is a pretty big
project. As far as the process goes, if we will need to temporarily use any of the area from Charter Oak Park that is
6(f)(3) protected is there anything we need to do procedurally? Any of the land from those resources would only be
used during construction is being done in the respective areas and there will not be any permanent impacts. If this is the
case, | assume that we are ok under 6(f)(3) since there will be no conversion of land from recreation to a different
purpose? We will need to document this finding in our document. Also, is the map you reference available from you
electronically or only in hardcopy? Thanks again!

Kevin

From: Stygar, David

Sent: Tuesday, May 03, 2016 5:23 PM
To: Fleming, Kevin

Subject: RE: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford
Importance: Low

Kevin,

Ouch. In short quick response, the is federal money in all of the parks, Great River Park in East Hartford and
Charter Oak and Riverside Park in Hartford. | don’t believe Riverside Park in Hartford will be the problem, the 6(f)(3)
area is up around the new boathouse. The same can be said for Great River Park in East Hartford, the 6(f)(3) area is
around the boat launch area and goes up river just short of the concrete dike wall. The more concerning area is Charter
Oak Park. The 6(f)(3) area is composed of a 16.0+/- ac. parcel beginning from the just under the current Charter Oak
bridge and runs up river to the Hartford Steam Company property. It runs from along the toe of the slope for 191 to the
river edge. The property can be seen on a map entitled “Project Boundary Map Portion of Colt Park Van Dyke
Avenue Hartford, Connecticut” dated sept 1983, Scale 1”=80’, Lawrence W. Fisher L.S. 11343. We have a copy, not
sure where in the City you can get one, let me know.

Hope this helps
Dave Stygar

P.S. the s also a lot of money in the Hockanum River Linear Park. It is State funding, but runs from Connecticut River in
East Hartford all the way to Vernon and all the town in between.



From: Fleming, Kevin

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2016 11:26 AM

To: Stygar, David <David.Stygar@ct.gov>

Cc: Andrews, Meredith L <Meredith.Andrews@ct.gov>
Subject: LWCF Inquiry - 6f - Hartford

Hi David,

We are currently doing a Federal Environmental Assessment for State Project No. 63-703. It is the Relocation of 1-91 NB
Interchange 29 and Widening I-91 NB and Route 5/15 NB in East Hartford and Hartford. The project may require a
temporary use of land from Great River Park in East Hartford and Charter Oak Park and Boat Launch in Hartford. | am
trying to determine if any property in the project area, including those mentioned, have any Federal 6(f)(3) restrictions
due to receiving LWCF monies. We need to document if any 6(f) properties are in the project area. Since these are only
temporary uses for a portion of construction, we would not be converting any of the properties to a non-recreational
function, however. | attached a project location map for your reference. Thank you very much for your help and please
let me know if you need any additional information.

Kevin Fleming

Transportation Planner

Office of Environmental Planning
Connecticut Department of Transportation
(860) 594-2924
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From: Labadia, Catherine

Sent: Friday, February 26, 2016 2:00 PM

To: Speal, Charles S

Cc: Andrews, Meredith L; Cannamela, Sebastian A; DelPapa, Stephen V; michelle.herrell@dot.gov
Subject: RE: Section 106 Consultation -- SPN 63-703 Hartford / East Hartford (Part 1 of 2)

Hello Scott,

SHPO concurs with the findings of OEP that there will be no adverse effect to historic properties. We do
note that there are historic properties and archaeologically sensitive areas in close proximity to the
project boundaries. If changes to the current construction plans occur with the potential to impact these
areas, this office would appreciate additional consultation.

Thank you,

Cathy

Catherine Labadia

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, Staff Archaeologist
State Historic Preservation Office

Department of Economic & Community Development

1 Constitution Plaza, 2nd floor

Hartford, CT 06103

860-256-2800 (main)

860-256-2764 (direct)

Follow and Like us on .j l. )

Connecticut

still revolutionary

From: Speal, Charles S

Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2016 4:38 PM

To: Labadia, Catherine

Cc: Andrews, Meredith L; Cannamela, Sebastian A; DelPapa, Stephen V; michelle.herrell@dot.gov
Subject: Section 106 Consultation -- SPN 63-703 Hartford / East Hartford (Part 1 of 2)

Hi Cathy,

Please find attached a consultation package for the Charter Oak Bridge access work we have previously
discussed on occasion. We would now like to complete the formal consultation process.

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), with financial assistance from the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes improvements to Interstate Highway 91 and State Route 15 in
the City of Hartford and Town of East Hartford. Though the project area lies in immediate proximity to the
Old Wethersfield Historic District—listed upon the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) since 1979,
it is the opinion of the CTDOT Office of Environmental Planning (OEP) that this undertaking will result in


mailto:michelle.herrell@dot.gov
mailto:michelle.herrell@dot.gov
https://www.facebook.com/CTSHPO
https://mobile.twitter.com/SHPOConnecticut?p=s

no adverse effect to historic properties given the lack of substantive impacts to contributing elements of
that resource.

We request your review of this undertaking in the interest of compliance with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the National Environmental Policy Act, and cultural resource provisions
of the Connecticut Environmental Policy Act. Please note that non-response to this offer of consultation
will be considered concurrence with the determination herein. If we receive no response within the 30-
day review period allotted by the implementing regulations of Section 106 of the NHPA, as well as the
provisions of our Section 106 Programmatic Agreement with your office, we will presume your
concurrence and advance the project. Once again, it is our pleasure to work with your office concerning
the protection of Connecticut’s cultural heritage and we thank you for your time.

Attached Documents:

Historic Properties Review Maps
Preliminary Design Plans

Field Review Photos

OEP Determination of Effect Form

C. Scott Speal
National Register Specialist, Archaeology

Office of Environmental Planning
Connecticut Department of Transportation
2800 Berlin Turnpike

Newington, CT 06131

Phone: 860-594-2918

Fax: 860-594-3028
Charles.Speal@ct.gov
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.O. BOX 317546
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Determination of Effect
on Historic Properties

Author: C. Scott Speal Date: January 26, 2016
Project: State No.: 63-703
F.A.P. No.:
Project Title: Improvements on 1-91 North
To Route 15 & 1-84 East
Town: Hartford / East Hartford
Finding of Effect: No Adverse Effect to Historic Properties

Project Description:

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), with financial
assistance from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes
improvements to Interstate Highway 91 and State Route 15 in the City of Hartford
and Town of East Hartford. The improvements would consist of major widenings
and ramp relocations between the Wethersfield town line and the intersection with
Interstate 84 in East Hartford.

The following improvements are proposed: northbound 1-91 would be widened
for approximately 4,300 feet to extend the four lane travel lane section from
Interchange 27 to Interchange 29. This widening will occur on the easterly side of
1-91 and require modifications to the following six bridges: Bridge No. 2555, 1-91
over Service Road; Bridge No. 3244, 1-91 over a drainage crossing; Bridge No.
813, 1-91 over Route 15; Bridge No. 3613, 1-91 over a drainage crossing (8x12
box culvert); Bridge No. 1466, 1-91 over southbound (SB) entrance ramp to SB |-
91 and SB Route 15; and Bridge No. 480, 1-91 over Airport Road.

The 1-91 Exit Ramp at Interchange 29 would be completely relocated. It is
proposed to remove the existing ramp (Bridge No. 6000C) and provide a major
diverge on 1-91 North just south of Bridge No. 5922 (1-91 north-bound over Route
15). 1-91 will be widened at this location to accommodate the diverge which will
consist of three lanes to the right maintaining 1-91 north-bound traffic via Bridge
No. 5922 and two lanes to the left via a new bridge over SB Route 15. To
accommodate this widening, the southern approach to the Charter Oak Bridge,
Bridge No. 6000A (Route 15 over 1-91, Reserve Road and a rail line) will also

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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need to be widened. The two-lane Route 15 Exit 89 ramp to 1-91 will also require
realignment.

The four travel-lane section on northbound Route 15 formed by the two entering
lanes from 1-91 merging with the two travel lanes on Route 15 is extended over
Charter Oak Bridge by modifying the existing pavement markings across the
bridge until Interchange 90 where there is a lane-drop to Route 2 and Route 5.
Route 15 North from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass would
be widened. The remaining three travel lanes will need to be reduced to two prior
to the Route 15 merge with 1-84. This improvement will require widening Bridge
No. 6043A (Route 15 over Route 5) and Bridge No. 5796 (Route 15 over Silver
Lane). Old noise barriers will be removed and new noise barriers will be
constructed.

Under the provisions of the Programmatic Agreement concluded in October of
2012 among CTDOT, FHWA, the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Officer
(CT SHPO), and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation regarding
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)
for minor transportation projects’, the Office of Environmental Planning (OEP)
intends to make a determination of effect on historic properties for the described
undertaking.

Resources Potentially Affected:

Online digital resources maintained by the National Park Service were consulted
for the purpose of locating any National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-
listed historic properties in the project vicinity. There are literally dozens of
NRHP properties within one mile of the project limits, both in Hartford and East
Hartford. Only two lie within a quarter-mile, however. The Coltsville National
Historical Landmark, including both the former Colt Arms Factory and Colt Park,
is situated about 1200 feet northwest of the highway corridor near the midpoint of
the project area—well outside of the project area of potential effect (APE). The
Old Wethersfield Historic District is the nearest NRHP resource to the project
area, and approaches the APE at its southern limit. None of the affected highway
and ramp bridges are presently considered eligible for the NRHP according to the
State Inventory of Structures. The Charter Oak Bridge itself was built in 1991 and
is therefore not presently NRHP eligible.

A number of historic maps were examined to assess the likelihood of previously
unidentified historic properties existing within the project APE. The 1930
Griswold-Spiess Map of reconstructed Native settlement in Connecticut circa
1625 presents the Podunk village of Hockanum somewhere in proximity to the
eastern landing of the Charter Oak Bridge on the east bank of the Connecticut
River. The 1811 Warren Map of Connecticut does not show any early Federal
Period settlement in the vicinity of the APE, except for perhaps at the extreme
northeastern limit along the Hockanum River in East Hartford around the
crossroads of what became Silver Lane and Main Street. The 1855 Woodford map

! Programmatic Agreement among the Federal Highway Administration, the Connecticut
Department of Transportation, the Connecticut State Historic Preservation Officer, and the
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Regarding Implementation of Minor Transportation
Projects, signed October 26, 2012. Accessible online at: www.ct.gov/culturalresources



of Hartford County also depicts a considerable amount of development around
Main Street and Silver Lane in East Hartford, but virtually no occupation
throughout the remainder of the APE. In 1934, much of the APE to the east of the
Connecticut River appears to have been cleared for agricultural use based upon
Fairchild Series aerial photographs. The same sources suggest sparse industrial
use on the west bank of the River at that time.

Digital site records maintained by the Office of the State Archaeologist were
consulted for the purpose of identifying any previously known archaeological
resources in the project vicinity. There are at least 10 documented archaeological
sites within a mile of the APE, about evenly divided between pre-Colonial
indigenous and post-European Contact historic sites. None of these resources,
however, fall within a quarter-mile of the estimated project limits and none are
expected to experience any impacts in association with the present undertaking.

Soil classification maps maintained by the US Natural Resources Conservation
Service were examined in conjunction with archaeological predictive models
developed within the State of Connecticut to assess the sensitivity of the project
area for previously unknown pre-Contact resources. Most of the project area has
been heavily impacted by construction of the existing bridges and highway
network. The undertaking does occur near terrain that is known to have been
occupied by Native populations during the Contact Period and discrete areas of
archaeological sensitivity were predicted to remain near the confluence of the
Hockanum and Connecticut Rivers and at the extreme southern end of the APE
near Wethersfield Cove.

The project APE was therefore field reviewed by Secretary of the Interior-
qualified OEP archaeological staff on September 5™ of last year. All areas slated
for possible storm water modification predicted to be archaeologically sensitive
were examined to verify potential. The overwhelming majority of these areas
proved to be already inundated, previously modified for drainage purposes, or
periodic wetlands poorly suited to human habitation. The few remaining
potentially sensitive areas have since been avoided in the course of project design
and the only locations of new construction or water management features are
expected to fall within the existing transportation right-of-way in locations of
intense previous sub-surface disturbance.

Also in the course of field review, OEP staff noted a set of buildings standing
atl66 Silver Lane in East Hartford that are potentially eligible for the NRHP.
Dating to 1730 according to the records of the town property assessor, a single
story wood frame Minimal Traditional-style dwelling with centrally placed
chimney, accompanied by a complex of rural function out-buildings presents
indications of being an essentially intact rural homestead from the 18™ Century.
Present project design plans, however, call for no impacts to this property and the
proponents have been instructed to continue to avoid it.



Determination of Effect:

Consultation was carried out with Federally-recognized Native American Tribal
authorities with ancestral ties to the State of Connecticut for this undertaking in
December of 2014 and November of 2015. While the Mashantucket Pequot
initially raised concerns about the possibility of impacts to pre-Contact
archaeological resources, neither they, nor the Narragansett or the Mohegan
Tribe, expressed any further concern with the project upon receiving more precise
definitions of the limited areas of direct subsurface effects.

Though the boundaries of the Old Wethersfield NRHP Historic District do fall in
immediately proximity and, to a small degree, within the project APE at its
extreme southern end, OEP does not view the effects to this resource to constitute
an adverse impact to any of the contributing properties, their setting, or any other
aspect of the resource that contributes to its eligibility for the NRHP. Work in this
area will consist of no more than repair of an existing drainage culvert,
stabilization of existing erosion control features, and acquisition of a drainage
easement for infrastructure that is already in place.

Given the above circumstances, OEP hereby determines that there will be no
adverse effect to historic properties associated with the described undertaking as
presently proposed. With this determination, FHWA, through OEP, has concluded
its responsibility to consider the potential effects of the described project on
cultural resources under Section 106 of the NHPA via the provisions of the
Section 106 Programmatic Agreement referenced above.

C. Scott Speal,

National Register Specialist

Office of Environmental Planning
Connecticut Department of Transportation
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From: michelle.herrell@dot.gov [mailto:michelle.herrell@dot.gov]
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2015 12:04 PM

To: Ranslow, Mandy; Speal, Charles S; McMillan, Mark J.
Subject: Tribal Consultation

Hi,

| sent the Tribes the following projects for their review on October 6, 2015 and asked for their
responses within 30 days (November 6, 2015):

14-177
15-365
43-129
63-703
124-169
138-230

151-321

| have not received any responses from the Tribes on these projects and it is beyond the 30-day
response period. Thus, Tribal Consultation is concluded for the above-listed projects at this time.

Michelle Herrell

Environmental Protection Specialist

Federal Highway Administration | Connecticut Division Office
628-2 Hebron Avenue, Suite 303 | Glastonbury, CT 06033

P: (860) 494-7577 | F: (860) 659-6724

michelle.herrell@dot.gov
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

2800 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.O. BOX 317546
NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546

Transmittal:

From: C. Scott Speal Date: October 5, 2015
Through: Mark W. Alexander
To: Michelle Herrell

Environmental Protection Specialist, FHWA

Project: State No.: 63-703
F.A.P. No.:
Project Title: Improvements on 1-91 North to
Route 15 & 1-84 East
Town: Hartford
Subject: Tribal Consultation Update

Abstract:

The Connecticut Department of Transportation (CTDOT), with financial
assistance from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), proposes
improvements to Interstate Highway 91 and State Route 15 in the City of Hartford
and Town of East Hartford. The improvements would consist of major widenings
and ramp relocations between the Wethersfield town line and the intersection with
Interstate 84. This project was originally submitted for Tribal review in November
of 2014. At that time the project scope was vague and the extent of impacts as yet
undetermined. Some of the consulting parties expressed concern and requested
formal cultural resource field survey. At this point, the scope of the project has
become more refined and the areas of potential archaeological sensitivity have
been avoided in design. Though some stormwater basins will be added as part of
the undertaking, these will all fall along the highway corridor. The proponents
therefore request reconsideration of the request for a formal identification effort.

Description of Activity:

The following improvements are proposed to Interstate 91 in the City of Hartford:
northbound 1-91 would be widened for approximately 4,300 feet to extend the
four lane travel lane section from Interchange 27 to Interchange 29. This
widening will occur on the easterly side of 1-91 and require modifications to the
following six bridges: Bridge No. 2555, 1-91 over Service Road; Bridge No. 3244,
[-91 over a drainage crossing; Bridge No. 813, 1-91 over Route 15; Bridge No.
3613, 1-91 over a drainage crossing (8x12 box culvert); Bridge No. 1466, 1-91
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over southbound (SB) entrance ramp to SB 1-91 and SB Route 15; and Bridge No.
480, 1-91 over Airport Road.

The 1-91 Exit Ramp at Interchange 29 would be completely relocated. It is
proposed to remove the existing ramp (Bridge No. 6000C) and provide a major
diverge on 1-91 North just south of Bridge No. 5922 (1-91 north-bound over Route
15). 1-91 will be widened at this location to accommodate the diverge which will
consist of three lanes to the right maintaining 1-91 north-bound traffic via Bridge
No. 5922 and two lanes to the left via a new bridge over SB Route 15. To
accommodate this widening, the southern approach to the Charter Oak Bridge,
Bridge No. 6000A (Route 15 over 1-91, Reserve Road and a rail line) will also
need to be widened. The two-lane Route 15 Exit 89 ramp to 1-91 will also require
realignment.

The four travel-lane section on northbound Route 15 formed by the two entering
lanes from 1-91 merging with the two travel lanes on Route 15 is extended over
Charter Oak Bridge by modifying the existing pavement markings across the
bridge until Interchange 90 where there is a lane-drop to Route 2 and Route 5.
Route 15 North from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass would
be widened. The remaining three travel lanes will need to be reduced to two prior
to the Route 15 merge with 1-84. This improvement will require widening Bridge
No. 6043A (Route 15 over Route 5) and Bridge No. 5796 (Route 15 over Silver
Lane). Old noise barriers will be removed and new noise barriers will be
constructed.

In the interest of compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act, the American Indian Religious Freedom Act, and other relevant
federal and state cultural resource laws and directives, CTDOT and FHWA
request your review and commentary on this project with regard to any Native
concerns within or in immediate proximity to the project area.

Potentially Affected Resources:

Online digital resources maintained by the National Park Service were consulted
for the purpose of locating any National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-
listed historic properties in the project vicinity. There are literally dozens of
NRHP properties within one mile of the project limits, both in Hartford and East
Hartford. Only two lie within a quarter-mile, however. The Coltsville National
Historical Landmark, including both the former Colt Arms Factory and Colt Park,
is situated about 1200 feet northwest of the highway corridor near the midpoint of
the project area. The Old Wethersfield Historic District is the nearest NRHP
resource to the project area—approaching the corridor at its southern limit.
Neither of these resources is expected to see any effect from the present
undertaking, however. None of the affected highway and ramp bridges are
considered eligible for the NRHP according to the State Inventory of Structures.
The Charter Oak Bridge itself was built in 1991.

A number of historic maps were examined to assess the likelihood of previously
unidentified historic properties existing within the project area of potential effect
(APE). The 1930 Griswold-Spiess Map of reconstructed Native settlement in
Connecticut circa 1625 presents the Podunk village of Hockanum somewhere in
proximity to the eastern landing of the Charter Oak Bridge on the east bank of the



Connecticut River. The 1811 Warren Map of Connecticut does not show any
early Federal Period settlement in the vicinity of the APE, except for perhaps at
the extreme northeastern limit along the Hockanum River in East Hartford around
the crossroads of what became Silver Lane and Main Street. The 1855 Woodford
map of Hartford County also depicts a considerable amount of development
around Main Street and Silver Lane in East Hartford, but virtually no occupation
throughout the remainder of the APE. In 1934, much of the APE to the east of the
Connecticut River appears to have been cleared for agricultural use based upon
Fairchild Series aerial photographs. The same sources suggest sparse industrial
use on the west bank of the River at that time.

Digital site records maintained by the Office of the State Archaeologist were
consulted for the purpose of identifying any previously known archaeological
resources in the project vicinity. There are at least 10 documented archaeological
sites within a mile of the APE, about evenly divided between pre-Colonial
indigenous and post-European Contact historic sites. None of these resources,
however, fall within a ¥ mile of the estimated project limits and none are
expected to experience any impacts associated with the present undertaking.

Soil classification maps maintained by the Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection were examined in conjunction with archaeological
predictive models developed within the State of Connecticut to assess the
sensitivity of the project area for previously unknown pre-Contact resources.
Most of the project area has been heavily impacted by construction of the existing
bridges and highway network. The undertaking does occur near terrain that is
known to have been occupied by Native populations during the Contact Period
and discrete areas of archaeological sensitivity may remain near the confluence of
the Hockanum and Connecticut Rivers and at the extreme southern end of the
APE near Wethersfield Cove. These areas, however, have now been avoided in
the course of project design and the only locations of new construction should
now fall within the existing transportation right-of-way in areas of extensive
previous sub-surface disturbance.

The project APE was field reviewed by Secretary of the Interior-qualified OEP
archaeological staff on September 5" of this year. All areas slated for possible
stormwater modification predicted to be archaeologically sensitive were examined
to verify potential. The overwhelming majority of these areas proved to be
already inundated, previously modified for drainage purposes, or periodic
wetlands poorly suited to human habitation. Some areas of potential sensitivity
do exist along the margins of some proposed basins, however, so OEP will
arrange to coordinate avoidance.

Recommendations:

This project was originally submitted for Tribal review in November of 2014. At
that time the project scope was vague and the extent of impacts as yet
undetermined. Some of the consulting parties expressed concern about
archaeological effects and requested formal cultural resource field survey. At this
point, however, the scope of the project has become more refined and areas of
potential archaeological sensitivity have been avoided in design. Areas of
predicted sensitivity under the Charter Oak Bridge will not be affected by this
undertaking as no off-bridge work is proposed at this location. A previously



discussed off-site environmental mitigation facility has also been eliminated from
the proposal. The Office of Environmental Planning therefore finds no remaining
areas of archaeological potential to be surveyed.

OEP now anticipates reaching a finding of no historic properties affected for the
undertaking. We do, however, request an updated view from you with regard to
Native concerns with this proposed project. It is our continuing pleasure to work
with you regarding the protection of Connecticut’s Native American cultural
heritage. We thank you for your time and input.

Attached Documents:

X | Historic Properties Review Map

X | Preliminary Engineering Plans — May 2015

x | Field Review Photos —5 SEP 2015

2 | Proposed Stormwater Modifications
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STATE OF CONNECTICUT

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Air Quality Assessment

Subject Project 0063-0703
memorandum improvements on
COM-0%A REV.2/91 Printed on Recycled or Recovered Baper . ) Route 5/15 and ,_91N

City of Hartford and Town of
East Hartford
Date February 22, 2016
[

dAAL D 4 b
ext.2032

To: Meredith Andrews, P.E. Fr B. R
Transportation Engineer Trangportation Supervising Planner
Bureau of Engineering & Construction . Bureau of Policy & Planning

In response to your January 22, 2016 request, an air quality assessment has been completed
for the subject project.

Project-leve| Conformity Determination

Project level conformity determination for improvements to Route 5/15 and Interstate 91 in
Hartford and East Hartford. '

Federal regulations concerning the conformity of transportation projects developed, funded or
approved by the USDOT and by metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs} are contained in
40 CFR Part 93. The Proposed Action {project) is included in the South Western Region
Metropolitan Planning Organization current Long Range Transportation Plan {“Plan”) and
current Transportation Improvement Program {TIP}.

In accordance with 40 CFR §93.109, the applicable criteria and procedures for determining the
conformity of a project which is from a conforming Transportation Plan and TIP are listed in
Table 1 of 40 CFR §93.109(h). These criteria have been determined to be satisfied for the
Proposed Action as foliows: .

* Currently Conforming Plan and TIP — The MPQ’s current Transportation Plan and the
FY 2015-2018 Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), which
incorporates the MPO’s current TIP, were determined to be in conformity by FHWA on
October 15, 2015, :

* Project from a Conforming Plan and TIP — The project is identified in the MPQ’s
current Transportation Pian and is included in the MPO’s current TIP. The scope of the
project, as described in this environmental document, is consistent with the scope
identified in the current Plan and TIP. '

¢ CO, PMyo and PM; 5 Hot Spots — This project will not cause or contribute to any new
violations or increase the frequency or severity of any existing CO or PM, s violations in
CO and PM, s maintenance areas as evidenced by the results of the CO hotspot analysis

%
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contained herein. NOTE: This project is located within the boundaries of the pbrtion
of the state which has been classified as attainment for CO and PMss. A project level
conformity determination is not required for CO or PM2.5.

Mobhile Source Air Toxics

in accordance with FHWA Memorandum, “Interim Guidance Update on Mobile Source Air Toxic
Analysis in NEPA Documents”, dated December 12, 2012,
(http.//www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/air _quality/air toxics/pollcy_and guidance/agintguid
mem.cfm) this project requires a qualitative analysis or discussion of Mobile Source Air Toxics
effects.

A qualitative analysis provides a basis for identifying and comparing the potential differences
among MSAT emissions, if any, from the various alternatives. The qualitative assessment
presented below is derived in part from a study conducted by the FHWA entitled A
Methodology for Fvaluating Mobile Source Air Toxic Emissions Among Transportation Project
Alternatives, | : found at
www.fhwa.dot.go/environment/air quality/air_toxics/research and_analysis/methodology/m
ethodology00.cfm. '

For this project on Route 5/15 and Interstate 91N in Hartford and East Hartford, the amount of
MSAT emitted would be proportional to the vehicle miles traveled, or VMT, assuming that
other variables such as fleet mix are the same for each alternative. Due to the scope of work
for this project, the VMT estimated for the Build Alternative does not change from that of the
No Build Alternative, because the daily traffic volumes associated with the highway are not
expected to increase with the improvements of Route 5/15 and Interstate 91N. Refer to the
table below for VMT figures. In addition, any potential emissions increase is offset somewhat
by lower MSAT emission rates due to increased speeds; according to U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s (EPA's) MOVES2010b model, emissions of all of the priority MSAT decrease
as speed increases. Also, emissions will likely be lower than present levels in the design year as
a result of EPA's national control programs that are projected to reduce annual MSAT
emissions by over 80 percent between 2010 and 2050. Local conditions may differ from these
national projections in terms of fleet mix and turnover, VMT growth rates, and local control
measures. However, the magnitude of the EPA-projected reductions is so great {even after
- accounting for VMT growth) that MSAT emissions in the study area are likely to be lower in the
future in nearly all cases.

Improvements on Route 5/15 & 1-91N Year No Build Buiid
Route 5/15 2019 242,120 242,120
Interstate 91N 2019 418,757 418,757

In FHWA's view, information is incomplete or unavailable to credibly predict the project-
specific health impacts due to changes in MSAT emissions associated with a proposed set of
highway alternatives. The outcome of such an assessment, adverse or not, would he
influenced more by the uncertainty introduced into the process through assumption and
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speculation rather than any genuine insight into the actual health impacts directly
attributable to MSAT exposure associated with a proposed action.

The EPA is responsible for protecting the public health and welfare from any known or
anticipated effect of an air pollutant. They are the lead authority for administering the Clean
Air Act and its amendments and have specific statutory obligations with respect to
hazardous air pollutants and MSAT. The EPA is in the continual process of assessing human
health effects, exposures, and risks posed by air pollutants, They maintain the integrated
Risk Information System (IRIS), which is "a compilation of electronic reports on specific
substances found in the environment and their potential to cause human heaith effects"
(EPA, http://www.epa.gov/iris/). - Each report contains assessments of non-cancerous and
cancerous effects for individual compounds and quantitative estimates of risk levels from
lifetime oral and inhalation exposures with uncertainty spanning perhaps an order of
magnitude.

Other organizations are also active in the research and analyses of the human health effects
of MSAT, including the Heaith Effects Institute (HE1). Two HEI studies are summarized in
Appendix D of “FHWA's Interim Guidance Update on Mobile source Air Toxic Analysis in
NEPA Documents”. Among the adverse health effects linked to MSAT compounds at high
exposures-are; cancer in humans in occupational settings; cancer in animals; and irritation to
the respiratory tract, including the exacerbation of asthma. Less obvious is the adverse
human health effects of MSAT compounds.at current environmental concentrations (HEL,
http://pubs.healtheffects.org/view.php?id=282) or in the future as vehicle emissions
substantially decrease (HEI, http://pubs.healtheffects.org/view.php?id=306).

The methodologies for forecasting heaith impacts include emissions modeling; dispersion
modeling; exposure modeling; and then final determination of health impacts - each step in
the process building on the model predictions obtained in the previous step. . All are
encumbered by technical shortcomings or uncertain science that prevents a more complete
differentiation of the MSAT health impacts among a set of project alternatives. These
difficulties are magnified for lifetime (i.e., 70 year) assessments, particularly because
unsupportable assumptions would have to be made regarding changes in travel patterns and
vehicle technology (which affects emissions rates) over that time frame, since such
information is unavailable.

It is particularly difficult to reliably forecast 70-year lifetime MSAT concentrations and
exposure near roadways; to determine the portion of time that people are actually exposed
at a speclific location; and to establish the extent attributable to a proposed action, especiaily
given that some of the information needed is unavailabie.

There are considerable uncertainties associated with the existing estimates of toxicity of the
various MSAT, because of factors such as low-dose extrapolation and translation of
occupational exposure data to the general population, a concern expressed by HEI
(http://Dubs.healtheffects.org/view.php?id=282). As a result, there is no national consensus
on air dose-response values assumed to protect the public health and welfare for MSAT
compounds, and in particular for diesel PM. The EPA

e e e
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(http://www.ep_a.gov/risk/basicinformation.htm#g) and ' the HEI
(http://pubs.healtheffects.org/getfile.php?u=395) have not established a basis for
quantitative risk assessment of diesel PM in ambient settings.

There is also the lack of a national consensus on an acceptable level of risk. The current
context is the process used by the EPA as provided by the Clean Air Act to determine
whether more stringent controls are required in order to provide an ample margin of safety
to protect public heaith or to prevent an adverse environmental effect for industrial sources
subject to the maximum achievable control technology standards, such as benzene
emissions from refineries. The decision framework is a two-step process. The first step
requires EPA to determine an "acceptable" level of risk due to emissions from a source,
which is generally no greater than approximately 100 in a million. Additional factors are
considered in the second step, the goal of which is to maximize the number of people with
risks less than 1 in a million due to emissions from a source. The resuits of this statutory
two-step process do not guarantee that cancer risks from exposure to air toxics are less than
1 in a million; in some cases, the residual risk determination could result in maximum
individual cancer risks that are as high as approximately 100 in a million. In a June 2008
decision, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit upheld EPA's approach
to addressing risk in its two step decision framework. Information Is incomplete or
unavailable to establish that even the largest of highway projects would result in levels of
risk greater than deemed acceptabie.

Because of the limitations in the methodologies for forecasting health impacts described,
any predicted difference in health impacts between alternatives is likely to be much smaller
than the uncertainties associated with predicting the impacts. Consequently, the results of
such assessments would not be useful to decision makers, who would need to weigh this
information against project benefits, such as reducing traffic congestion, accident rates, and
fatalities plus improved access for emergency response, that are better suited for

quantitative analysis.
In summary, the Proposed Action has been determined to be in conformity with the Clean Air
Act, as amended, pursuant to all applicable EPA regulations.

If there are any questions, please contact Matthew Cegielski at (860) 594-2029,

Steven J. Giannitti\sjg

cC: Sebastian A. Cannamela
Maribeth C. Wojenski — Judy B. Raymond — Matthew D. Cegjelski
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INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Existing Conditions: Three of the four connections for the Interstate 91 (I-91) and the Interstate
84 (I-84) interchange are located proximate to the physical crossing of the interstates in
downtown Hartford. Interchange 29, which is located approximately 1.6 miles to the south of I-
84, provides the I-91 North to [-84 East connection, via Route 15.

There is significant traffic delays on I-91 North due to the vertical geometry of the road, single
lane configuration of the [-91 Exit 29 off-ramp, traffic volumes at or near capacity, and heavy
traffic weave on the Charter Oak Bridge. As a result, there is an above average crash frequency
on [-91. Traffic routinely backs up from Exit 29 onto the northbound I-91 mainline, taking up the
right-most lane of the three-lane facility. The lengths of the back-ups vary, but have been
observed extending approximately 1.4 miles to the vicinity of the Wethersfield Cove. The
condition is made far worse by the tendency of drivers to cut into the right lane queue from the
center lane, drastically reducing the capacity of that center lane.

PURPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this project is to address safety concerns associated with capacity and operational
failures at Interchange 29 on I-91 North, which connects to Route 15 North and -84 East.

PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS:

The following improvements are proposed (south to north): Northbound I-91 will be widened for
approximately 4,300 feet to extend the four lane travel lane section from Interchange 27 to
Interchange 29 to relieve congestion, address significant safety concerns and provide an efficient
I-91 to I-84 connection. This widening will occur on the easterly side of I-91 and will require
modifications to the following four bridges: Bridge No. 813, 1-91 over Route 15; Bridge No.
3613, I-91 over a drainage crossing (8x12 box culvert); Bridge No. 1466, [-91 over SB entrance
ramp to SB I-91 and SB Route 15; and Bridge No. 480, 1-91 over Airport Road. Due to
subsurface soil conditions, it is anticipated that the use of light weight fill will be required in fill
areas approaching Bridge No. 480 and the Charter Oak Bridge.

The I-91 exit ramp at Interchange 29 will be relocated and replaced. To address the adverse
vertical grade and limited capacity of the existing ramp, it is proposed to remove the ramp and
provide a major diverge on I-91 North just south of Bridge No. 815 (I-91 over Route 15). I-91
will be widened to accommodate the diverge which will consist of three lanes to the right
maintaining [-91 traffic over Bridge No. 815 (existing condition) and two lanes to the left via a
new bridge over southbound Route 15.

The two left lanes of the I-91 diverge would horizontally displace the two existing northbound
lanes on Route 15. The Route 15 northbound lanes would be realigned to the east and would be
merged with the two lanes from I-91 to form a four lane section prior to the Charter Oak Bridge.
To accommodate this four travel lane section, widening of Bridge No. 6117 (Route 15 over I-91,
Reserve Road and a rail line) will be required. The two lane entrance ramp from Route 15 to I-
91 will also require realignment.

To avoid widening of Bridge No. 6000A (northbound barrel of the Charter Oak Bridge), the
existing cross-section of 10-foot left shoulder, three 12-foot travel lanes and a 10-foot right
shoulder would be modified to a 4-foot shoulder (left), four 11-foot travel lanes and a 10-foot
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shoulder (right) for approximately 850 feet. The cross-section would transition to 10foot
shoulders (left & right) and 12-foot travel lanes on the remaining section of Charter Oak Bridge.

Northbound Route 15 from the Charter Oak Bridge to the Silver Lane underpass will be
widened. The four travel lane section on northbound Route 15 formed by the two entering lanes
from 1-91 merging with the two travel lanes on Route 15 is extended over Charter Oak Bridge
until Interchange 90 where there is a lane drop to Route 2 and Route 5. The remaining three
travel lanes will need to be reduced to two prior to the Route 15 merge with 1-84. Due to the
proximity of the four lane merge and the lane drop at Interchange 90, it was determined that
Route 15 would be widened to three travel lanes from east of the Charter Oak Bridge to the
Silver Lane underpass, and providing a lane drop prior to its merge with [-84 East.

This widening addresses capacity concerns on Route 15 and allows a more desirable distance
from Interchange 29 on [-91 to merge from three travel lanes to two prior to its merge with 1-84
East. This improvement will require widening Bridge No. 6043A (Route 15 over Route 5) and
Bridge No. 5796 (Route 15 over Silver Lane).

The project is considered a Type I Project; therefore, a noise analysis was completed in
accordance with 23 CFR Part 772 — Procedures for Abatement of Highway Traffic and
Construction Noise, and the Connecticut Department of Transportation Highway (Department)
Traffic Noise Abatement Policy for Projects Funded by the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA).

EXISTING LAND USES
East Hartford

Existing land (Figure 1) uses on the East Hartford side of the project area consist of
predominantly residential neighborhoods to the north of Route 15 bounded by Silver Lane and
multistory, multifamily residential apartments to the south of Route 15. A residential
neighborhood is located at the interchange with Route 15 and Route 2. This neighborhood is
bounded by the off ramp to Route 2 eastbound and westbound and the off ramp to Main Street.
A school and park are located immediately adjacent to the Charter Oak Bridge. These locations
are bounded by the Connecticut River to the west, Route 2 to the east and the Charter Oak
Bridge to the south.

Existing traffic noise barrier walls were provided in 1988 for the multi-residential apartment area
and residences located in East Hartford along Route 15 northbound and residences located along
Route 15 southbound (Figure 2). The traffic noise barrier walls were originally constructed of
abortive plastic panels. This plastic barrier system deteriorated over the years to the point of
having to replace the system with a newer concrete post and panel system. The existing system
is constructed of absorptive panels supported by ground mounted H-columns and attached to the
structures and safety barriers. The barrier wall panels mounted on the bridge structure over
Silver Lane are of lightweight transparent panels.

Under project 63-703, the noise barrier walls along Route 15 northbound will be impacted from
the widening of Route 15 northbound. This two barrier system will be replaced to maintain the
noise reduction provided to the apartment complex and residences located along Silver Lane and
along Route 15 northbound. Along Route 15 northbound, one noise barrier wall currently starts
along the commuter lot located to the west of the apartment complex and terminates along Route
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15 northbound off ramp to Silver Lane. The second segment of this system begins at the gore
area of Route 15 northbound Silver Lane off ramp and terminates along Route 15 northbound
past the Silver Lane overpass. The existing Route 15 southbound noise barrier wall which runs
from approximately 230 feet east of the Silver Lane on ramp to just past the Bridge over Silver
Lane will not be impacted.

The proposed noise barrier wall system is shown by dashed white lines, the existing noise barrier
walls are shown as white solid lines (Figure 2). The two barrier system (Noise Barrier #1 and
Noise Barrier #2) located along Route 15 northbound will be replaced as shown in Figure 2. The
proposed noise barrier wall (Noise Barrier #4) located along Route 15 southbound will start at
the beginning of the Silver Lane onramp to Route 15 southbound and terminate before the Main
Street overpass.

Hartford

Existing land (Figure 3) uses on the Hartford side of the project area consist of a mix of
commercial and light industrial multi-level buildings to the west of the project along Interstate
91. Additionally, there are large box transportation businesses including various freight transits.
To the southeast of the Charter Oak Bridge is an active boat launch. The main noise source for
the boat launch is mainly Interstate 91 and would receive minimal benefit from any noise
abatement located on the Charter Oak Bridge.

ANALYSIS METHODOLOGY
MODEL USED AND ASSUMPTIONS

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) noise prediction model (Traffic Noise Model 2.5
(TNM 2.5)) was used to derive existing and future noise levels. The Department provided the
concurrent hourly volume for the local road network. The posted speed limits for the roadway
networks and concurrent traffic counts were used for the existing and future build scenarios for
the roadway networks. The traffic data for the noise modeling for the existing and future build
conditions is summarized in Table 1. Twelve-foot traffic lane widths were used for the existing
analysis of Route 15 and 1-91 roadways.

FIELD MEASUREMENTS

Ambient noise field measurements were taken at ten different locations along the local roadway
network (Figure 1), in accordance with the FHWA publication “Measurement of Highway-
related Noise.” Noise measurements were taken on November 4, 2015 and November 18, 2015.
Field measurements included the counted number of vehicles, type of vehicle, meteorological
conditions, unusual noise, and any present obstructions between the measurement location and
traffic. Table 1 summarizes the information for the ambient noise field measurements.



TABLE1 HOURLY TRAFFIC AT NOISE READING LOCATIONS BASED ON CONCURRENT TRAFFIC COUNTS
Site Time Period Autos” | Medium Trucks | Heavy Trucks” | Buses” | Motorcycles” | Measured Leq (in dB(A))
No AM Noise Readings Taken
3272 56 104 12 0
Receptor 1 15NB 15NB 15NB 15NB 15NB
4:36 PM - 4:51 PM 62.2
2780 60 104 4 8
15SB 15SB 15 SB 15SB 15SB
1624 96 152 0 0
15 NB 15NB 15 NB 15 NB 15 NB
, _ 2160 76 148 24 0
7:20 AM=T:35 AM 15 SB 15SB 15SB 15 SB 15 SB 67:3
296 8 4 8 0
Receptor 2 On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp
3380 20 72 8 4
15NB 15NB 15NB 15NB 15NB
_ . 2344 72 148 8 4
4:27 PM —4:42 PM 15 SB 15 SB 15 SB 15 SB 15 SB 67.1
260 12 4 0 0
On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp On-ramp
No AM Noise Readings Taken
496 8 0 12 0
R tor 3 i i i
eceptor Silver Ln WB Silver Ln WB Silver Ln WB Silver Ln WB Silver Ln WB
4:44 PM - 4:59 PM 024 24 4 b 0 74.2
Silver Lanc EB Silver Lane EB Silver Lane EB Silver Lane EB Silver Lane EB
2076 70 135 4 0
RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB
7:56 AM-8:11 AM 59.1
3522 118 230 8 0
Receptor 4 RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB
P 2938 40 80 12 0
RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB
5:31 PM - 5:46 PM 56.7
3802 54 104 8 0
RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB
2129 72 139 4 0
RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB
9:21 AM-9:36 AM 59.3
3804 128 248 4 4
Receptor 5 RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB
3974 56 110 4 0
510 PM — 525 PM RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB 587
3014 43 83 4 0




TABLE 1

HOURLY TRAFFIC AT NOISE READING LOCATIONS BASED ON CONCURRENT TRAFFIC COUNTS

Site Time Period Autos Medium Trucks” Heavy Trucks Buses Motorcycles” Measured Leq (in dB(A))
RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB
No AM Noise Readings Taken
1140 32 12 12 12
Receptor 6 Main Str. Main Str. Main Str. Main Str. Main Str.
4:.06 PM - 4:21 PM 504 0 0 0 . 58.5
15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp
1932 128 232 0 0
15NB 15NB 15 NB 15 NB 15NB
2952 156 192 0 0
15 SB 15 SB 15SB 15 SB 15 SB
6:51 AM —-17:06 AM 63.2
440 12 4 4 0
Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp
416 16 36 4 0
R tor 7 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp
eoepio 3160 48 152 0 0
15NB 15NB 15NB 15 NB 15 NB
3404 76 112 0 0
15 SB 15 SB 15SB 15 SB 15 SB
4:01 PM -4:16 PM 61.6
492 8 8 8 0
Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp Rt. 2 On-Ramp
588 12 40 4 0
15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp 15 NB Off-Ramp
2320 104 2320 180 0
15NB 15NB 15 NB 15 NB 15NB
. . 3632 136 3632 128 4
8:02AM -8:17AM 15 SB 15SB 15 SB 15 SB 15SB 63.3
Receptor 8
1956 24 1956 32 0
Rt. 2 Ramp Rt. 2 Ramp Rt. 2 Ramp Rt. 2 Ramp Rt. 2 Ramp
No PM Noise Readings Taken
No AM Noise Readings Taken
3852 68 102 4 4
Receptor 9 RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB RTE 15 NB
3:35PM - 3:50 PM 63.6
3188 80 170 20 4
RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB RTE 15 SB




TABLE 1

HOURLY TRAFFIC AT NOISE READING LOCATIONS BASED ON CONCURRENT TRAFFIC COUNTS

Site Time Period Autos Medium Trucks” Heavy Trucks Buses Motorcycles” Measured Leq (in dB(A))

2320 104 2320 180 0

15 NB 15NB 15NB 15 NB 15 NB
) ) 3632 136 3632 128 4

8:54 AM-9:09 AM 15SB 15SB 15 SB 15 SB 15SB 63.6
Receptor 10
448 20 12 12 0
Sliver Lane Off Ramp Sliver Lane Off Ramp Sliver Lane Off Ramp Sliver Lane Off Ramp Sliver Lane Off Ramp

No PM Noise Readings Taken

SOURCE: CTDOT.* Combined traffic count for directional movements NOTES: dB(A) — A-weighted decibels.




MODEL VALIDATION

Using the ambient noise field measurements listed in Table 2, the TNM2.5 model was
validated for accuracy, per the requirements in 23 CFR §772.11(d)(2). The sites where the
noise field measurements were taken were included into the noise model for the existing
condition to determine the modeled noise at that location. Table 2 compares the measured
Leq versus modeled Leq for the ten sites. Based on FHWA'’s guidance, if the measured Leq
and modeled Leq are within 3 dB(A), the model is valid. Therefore, based on the data in
Table 2, the uses of the noise model developed for this project is considered valid for
predicting sound levels for the existing and build alternatives (Table 3).

Locations not meeting the + 3 decibels for validation where most likely influenced by
variables that cannot be accounted for in the TNM 2.5. These variables may include aircraft
flyovers, emergency vehicle sirens, noise and vibrations emanating from bridge structures,
atmospherics, etc.

TABLE 2 FHWA TNM MODEL VALIDATION

Site Time Period Measured Leq Modeled Leq Difference
8
Receiver 1 - 4:36 PM to 4:51 62.2 62.6 04
PM
. 7:20 AM to 7:35
Receiver 2 - AM 67.1 68.8 1.7
Receiver 3— | +44PM o 4:59 742 716 26
PM
Receiver4— | 231 PMto5:46 56.7 60.4 3.7
PM
) 9:21 AM to 9:36
Receiver 5 — AM 59.3 59.1 -0.2
Receiver 6— | +06 PMto 4:21 58.5 61.8 33
PM
) 6:51 AM to 7:06
Receiver 7 — AM 63.2 64.1 0.9
) 8:02 AMto 8:17
Receiver 8 — AM 65.3 62.7 -2.6
Receiver 9 — | 530 PM10.3:50 63.6 62.5 11
PM
. 8:54 AM to 9:09
Receiver 10 — AM 63.6 60.4 -3.2

NOTES:
Modeled Leq based on traffic counts from Table 1.
Difference = Measured Leq minus Modeled Leq.




TRAFFIC NOISE IMPACTS

The FHWA has developed noise abatement criteria (NAC) and procedures in 23 CFR Part 772,
as shown in Table 3, and CTDOT Noise Policy that states that traffic noise impacts occur when
either:

1) The predicted traffic noise levels approach or exceed the FHWA NAC for the applicable
activity category shown in Table 4; or,

2) The predicted traffic noise levels substantially exceed the existing noise levels by >15
dB(A).

TABLE 323 CFR 772 (TABLE 1) NOISE ABATEMENT CRITERIA (NAC)

Activity \1.2\ w2 | Evaluation . .
Category Leq () Ly (D) L ocation Description of Activity Category
Lands on which serenity and quiet are of extraordinary
A 57 60 Exterior significance gnd serve an 1mp.0?tan't public pee@ and whe're
the preservation of those qualities is essential if the area is
to continue to serve its intended purpose.
B 67 70 Exterior Residential.

Active sport areas, amphitheaters, auditoriums,
campgrounds, cemeteries, day care centers, hospitals,
libraries, medical facilities, parks, picnic areas, places of
c® 67 70 Exterior worship, playgrounds, public meeting rooms, public or
nonprofit institutional structures, radio studios, recording
studios, recreation areas, Section 4(f) sites, schools,
television studios, trails, and trail crossings.

Auditoriums, day care centers, hospitals, libraries, medical
facilities, places of worship, public meeting rooms, public
or nonprofit institutional structures, radio studios,
recording studios, schools, and television studios.

D 52 55 Interior

Hotels, motels, offices, restaurants/bars, and other
E® 72 75 Exterior developed lands, properties or activities not included in A-
DorF.

Agriculture, airports, bus yards, emergency services,
industrial, logging, maintenance facilities, manufacturing,
F -- -- -- mining, rail yards, retail facilities, shipyards, utilities
(water resources, water treatment, electrical), and
warehousing.

G -- -- -- Undeveloped lands that are not permitted.
SOURCE: CTDOT Noise Policy, 2011.

\1\ Either Leq(h) or L10(h) (but not both) may be used on a project.

\2\ The Leq(h) and L10(h) Activity Criteria values are for impact determination only, and are not design standards for noise
abatement measures.

\3\ Includes undeveloped lands permitted for this activity category.




The modeling results for the existing condition and design year build scenarios can be found in
Table 4. Based on the Department’s current Noise Abatement Policy, the Department considers a
predicted noise level within 1 dB(A) as “approaching” the NAC. A predicted increase of 15
dB(A) or more is also considered by the Department to substantially exceed the existing noise
level. No substantial increase impacts would result from the proposed action. Highway traffic
noise levels for the build condition will vary from 62 to 74 decibels (Table 4). Under the future
build conditions, five locations would approach, equal or exceed the FHWA NAC of 67 dB(A)
Leq(H).

FEASIBLE AND REASONABLE CONSIDERATION OF ABATEMENT

When considering abatement, the Department’s Noise Policy states that noise abatement
measures must be both feasible and reasonable. The feasibility and reasonableness of a noise
barrier is determined by the following factors for Feasibility and Reasonableness.

Feasibility
The combinations of acoustical and engineering factors considered in the evaluation of a
noise abatement measure are the following:

1. A noise abatement measure provides a noise reduction of 5dB(A) or greater for a
minimum of two-thirds impacted Receivers.

2. Engineering feasibility of the noise abatement measure(s) shall consider adverse impacts
created by or upon property access, drainage, topography, utilities, safety, and
maintenance requirements.

Reasonableness

The combination of social, economic, and environmental factors are considered in the
evaluation of a noise abatement measure. Reasonableness implies that good judgment and
common sense has been applied in arriving at a decision. The following criteria are applied to
determine if a noise abatement measure is reasonable:

1. An impacted Receiver that would receive a noise reduction of five dB(A) will be
considered a benefitted Receiver.

2. That a traffic noise barrier will provide at least a seven decibel reduction in the noise
climate for two-thirds of the benefitted Receivers.

3. That the cost of the traffic noise barrier system meets the cost/residence index of $55,000
per benefitted Receiver.

ABATEMENT EVALUATION

Noise barrier walls were analyzed for the residential neighborhoods in East Hartford within the
project corridor (Figure 1). Noise abatement measures are considered reasonable and feasible as
one neighborhood (Location 2) approaches or exceeds the NAC of 67 dB(A) Leq(h) or
substantially exceed the existing noise levels by >15 dB(A). Hartford has no residential
neighborhoods within the project as the locations are mostly commercial areas; therefore, no
abatement is proposed.
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East Hartford

Replacement of existing traffic noise barrier walls:
Noise Barrier Wall #1

For the Apartment complex neighborhood (Receiver #’s 4 and 5) , the noise barrier wall (Noise
Barrier Wall #1 shown in Figure 2) that is in existence today will be reconstructed. The traffic
noise barrier wall (#1) will begin at the point along the commuter lot located to the west of the
apartment complex and terminate along the off ramp to Silver Lane (£Station 240+24 to +Station
252+50) and retain the existing heights.

Cost
$1,440,000, this cost does not include demolition costs
Noise Barrier Wall #2

This system (Noise Barrier Wall #2, shown in Figure 2) will be replaced along Route 15 NB at
the gore area of the Silver Lane off ramp to just past the bridge carrying Route 15 NB over Silver
Lane (+Station 251+50 and terminate at £Station 262+86) and have a height of fifteen feet above
the baseline profile.

Cost
$900,000, this cost does not include demolition costs
Noise Barrier Wall #3

For this neighborhood north of Route 15 (Receiver #3), the noise barrier wall (Figure 2) that is in
existence today will not be impacted under this project and will remain in place as constructed.

Not Impacted.
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Noise Barrier Wall #4
Cost
$767,850

For this neighborhood, a noise barrier wall (Figure 2) will begin along the on ramp to Route 15
SB and terminate at Station £237+50). The height of the barrier will be between fifteen and
eleven feet. The noise barrier wall criteria are as follows:

Heights
e 15 feet will begin at £Station 252+00 and end at +Station 248+60
e 13 feet from +Station 248+60 to +Station 247+50
e 12 feet from +Station 247+50 to +Station 245+50
e 11 feet from +Station 245+50 to +Station 242+00

Length
This noise barrier wall is 1,120 feet in length.
e Number of receivers: 42
e Number of impacted receivers: 14
e Number of receivers getting five decibel reduction: 14
e Number of receivers getting seven or greater decibel reduction: 14
e Cost per Benefited receiver $54,846

In determining the feasibility/cost effectiveness for providing traffic noise abatement, the
following criteria are applied:

1. The neighborhood in question approaches (within one decibel) or exceeds the FHWA
NAC of 67 dBA Leq(h).

2. Exceeds the existing noise levels by 15 decibels.

That a traffic noise barrier will provide at least a seven decibel reduction in the noise
climate of the neighborhood for two-thirds of the benefitted Receivers.

4. That the cost of the traffic noise barrier system meets the cost/residence index of
$55,000 per residence.

As shown in Table 4, Receptor 2 would receive a benefit from a traffic noise barrier system
located along Route 15 southbound. In comparing the future build traffic noise levels from
Route 15 and the future build conditions with the barrier system, noise levels will have a 0 dBA
to 7 dBA reduction in traffic noise.

Based on the studies, the State intends to install new highway traffic noise abatement measures
in the form of a traffic noise barrier wall at the neighborhood along the on ramp from Silver
Lane, along Route 15 SB and terminate at Sta.+242+00. The preliminary indications of the likely
abatement measures are based upon preliminary design for a barrier cost of $767,850 that will

12



reduce the noise level by 7 dB(A) for fourteen residences. The Cost/residence index is $154
below the $55,000 limit, thus within the acceptable range per CTDOT policy. The Department
will proceed with the likelihood of providing the traffic noise abatement measure. If it
subsequently determined during final design that these conditions have substantially changed, the
abatement measures might not be provided. A final decision regarding installation of the
abatement measure(s) will be made upon completion of the project’s final design and the public
involvement processes.

Summary

Table 4 Noise Levels with and without traffic noise abatement shows the traffic noise levels
from the lane addition would be comparatively equal for all receivers. The data shown in Table
4 indicates that receptors 1 and 2 would experience impacts from future build conditions and
noise abatement is feasible. Traffic noise levels for the project build conditions would be greater
than the levels from traffic along the existing roadway network as shown in Table 4.

Receptor 8 would experience an impact under the 2039 Build AM conditions. However, the
receptor is depressed below the Charter Oak Bridge and a reasonable amount of reduction would
not be achievable for this or any other location that is in the same situation; therefore, no
abatement measures are to be considered likely for this location.

The existing noise barrier walls (#land #2) being replaced in East Hartford along route 15
northbound are being impacted by Project 63-703 through this area. The noise barrier locations
were constructed under the Type II State Retrofit Program. The noise barrier walls will be
reconstructed along the locations along Route 15 northbound and along the off ramp to Silver
Lane (noise barrier wall #1). Noise barrier wall #2, will be reconstructed along Route 15
northbound and terminate at the original terminus along Route 15.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

Public involvement will be initiated for the proposed Noise Barrier Wall #4. Public opinion will
be considered to make the determination of the reasonableness for the noise barrier wall. The
noise barrier wall will be constructed if two-thirds of the returned ballots are in favor of the noise
abatement measures. Two solicitations will be made, one initial solicitation to the fourteen
addresses that would benefit from the prospered noise abatement system and a second
solicitation for the benefitted addresses not responding to the first solicitation.
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CONSTRUCTION NOISE

Construction noise will be limited and temporary. Large pieces of construction equipment will
be in operation at close proximity to the structures abutting the proposed project but the
operations will be of short duration. Construction specifications require the contractor to comply
with the following as per Form 816, Section 1.10; Environmental Compliance:

““1.10.05 — Noise Pollution: The contractor shall take measures to control noise

intensity caused by his construction operations and equipment, including but not limited to

equipment used for drilling, pile driving, blasting, and excavation or hauling.

All methods and devices employed to minimize noise shall be subject to
continuing approval of the Engineer. The maximum allowable level of noise at the nearest
residence or occupied building shall be 90 decibels on the “A” weighted scale (dB(A)). Any
operation that exceeds this standard will cease until a different construction methodology is

developed to allow work to proceed within the 90-dB(A) limit.”

INFORMATION FOR LOCAL OFFICIALS

The Department has no authority over local land use planning and development. The Department
can only encourage local officials and developers to consider highway traffic noise in the
planning, zoning and development of property near existing and proposed highway corridors.
The lack of consideration of highway traffic noise in land use planning at the local level has
added to the highway traffic noise problem which will continue to grow as development
continues adjacent to major highways long after these highways were proposed and/or
constructed.

In order to help local officials and developers consider highway traffic noise in the vicinity of
this proposed Type I project, the Department will work with the local elected officials to develop
an understanding of noise compatible land principles and assist in incorporating these principles
into their local zoning codes, plans and applicable ordinances as per the requirements of 23 CFR
§772.17. This noise analysis will be made available during the public involvement process for
the proposed project.
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Receptor 1 B 13-MF 337 67 64/64 64/60 64/60 63/59 65/62 65/62
Receptor 2 B 3-SF, 11-MF 224 67 69/69 67/58 67/58 65/57 70/60 70/60
Receptor 32 B 2-SF, 1-MF 70 67 69/69 72/67 72/67 69/65 74/71 74/71
Receptor 4? B 80-MF 362 67 61/61 67/60 63/59 62/58 67/59 67/59
Receptor 52 B 64-MF 131 67 60/60 59/59 66/59 65/59 70/61 70/61
Receptor 6 B 6-SF, 1-MF 369 67 64/64 63/63 63/63 62/62 65/65 65/65
Receptor 7 B 3-SF, 5-MF 631 67 60/60 64/64 63/63 63/63 65/65 65/65
Receptor 8 C P 500 67 63/63 62/62 64/64 63/63 66/61 66/61
Receptor 9 C P 345 67 60/60 63/63 63/63 62/62 65/65 65/65
Receptor 10 B 3-SF, 4-MF 271 67 62/62 63/63 67/59 66/58 64/64 64/64

SF — Single Family Residence, B-Business, MF —Multiple Family Residence, P —Park or Trail 1nn/nn: nn without abatement/nn with abatement | ?Existing Noise Barrier Walls

TABLE 4 NOISE LEVELS WITH AND WITHOUT TRAFFIC NOISE ABATEMENT
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