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DEIS COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 

 
 

 
 

The DEIS was released for public and agency review and comment on March 9, 1999. In 
accordance with NEPA, a 75-day comment period followed publication and distribution of 
the DEIS document.  Written comments were received throughout the 75-day period. Public 
hearings were held on April 7, 1999 and April 8, 1999 to receive oral testimony. 

 
SUMMARY OF COMMENTS 

 
 There were 145 written and 64 oral comments received on the DEIS; these were categorized 
as follows.   

 
• 77% favored completion of Route 11 on new location 

Of those persons favoring completion of Route 11 on new location, several 
reoccurring concerns were expressed: 
1) Completion of Route 11 would alleviate safety problems, congestion from through 

traffic, truck traffic and speeding; 
2) Completion of Route 11 with a greenway would provide opportunities for 

preservation of open space for wildlife and recreation; 
3) Opposition to widening of Route 85 noted because it would decrease safety, 

destroy small town character, and threaten water supply; 
4) Impacts/costs associated with I-395/I-95 interchange should be minimized; 
5)  I-395/I-95 interchange should include access to Oil Mill Road and Parkway 

North. 
• 6% opposed completion of Route 11 (no alternative selected) 

Of those persons opposing completion of Route 11, the following reasons were 
cited: 
1) Environmental impacts of a new highway are too high; 
2) Cost of a new highway is not justified; 
3) Traffic volumes do not justify construction of a new highway; 
4) Mass transit should be promoted. 

• 5% opposed widening of Route 85 (no alternative selected) 
• 9% favored widening or improving Route 85 
• 3% other 
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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 
 

This section has been prepared to respond to questions that were posed in comment letters or 
at the public hearings. Copies of comment letters and public hearing transcripts are included.    

 
Each individual letter or transcript is numbered to highlight specific comments and provide a 
reference to the corresponding response given in the box to the right. Written and/or oral 
comments were received from the following agencies or individuals: 

 
 Written comments -  Federal Agencies  
 
 US Environmental Protection Agency (Region I) 
 US Department of Health and Human Services 
 US Department of the Interior 
 US Department of Commerce (Under Secretary, Oceans and Atmosphere) 
 
 Written comments -  State Agencies 
 
 State of Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality 
 State of Connecticut Historical Commission 
 State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
 State of Connecticut Department of Public Health 
 State of Connecticut Office of Policy and Management 
 
 Written comments – State and Local Officials / Representatives  
 
 Dennis Blanchette, Town of Waterford Water Pollution Control Authority 
 Jenny Contois, Town of Colchester First Selectman 
 Victor Ferry, Town of Waterford RTM, 3rd District 
 James Fogarty, Town of Salem First Selectman / Board of Selectmen 
 Harrison Fortier, Waterford Emergency Management Advisory Council 
 Wayne Fraser, Town of East Lyme First Selectman / Board of Selectmen 
 Sam Gejdenson, (former) Representative, 2nd Congressional District 
 Wesley Johnson, (former) Chairman, Southeastern CT Council of Governments 
 William Martin, Town of Salem Economic Development Commission 
 Susan Merrow, Town of East Haddam First Selectman / Board of Selectmen  
 John G. Rowland, Governor (former) of Connecticut 

Southeastern Delegation, State of Connecticut Legislature 
 Town of Waterford Board of Selectmen 
 David Zoller,  Chariman, Town of East Lyme Plan of Development Committee 
  
 Written comments - Individuals  
 

110 written comments were received from the general public 
 
 Oral Testimony (Public Hearing) – Federal Agencies  
 
 Matthew Schweisberg, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
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Oral Testimony (Public Hearing) - State and Local Officials / Representatives 
 
 James Butler, Executive Director, Southeastern CT Council of Governments 
 Patrick Dougherty, Town of Montville First Selectman 
 James Fogarty, Town of Salem First Selectman  
 Wayne Fraser, Town of East Lyme First Selectman 
 Ellen Hillman, Town of Montville Town Council 
 Edith Prague, State Senator, representing Salem and Montville 
 Frank Rowe, on behalf of (former) Representative, Sam Gejdenson 
 Andrew Norton, on behalf of John Rowland, Governor 
 Thomas Sheridan, Town of Waterford First Selectman 
 Peter Sielman, Town of Salem Board of Selectmen 
 Robert Simmons, (former) State Representative 
 Thomas Wagner, Town of Waterford Planning Director 
 

 Oral Testimony (Public Hearing) - Individuals 
 

Public testimony - 55 individuals; private testimony - 9 individuals 
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w
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at
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 p
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 c
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 c
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 o
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 p
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