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New Bridge Design Standard Practice
Existing Bearing Replacement and Rehabilitation 

This directive is being issued to revise Section 9 - "Bearings" of the Bridge Design 
Manual (BDM). Section 9 is hereby supplemented with Article 9.3 - "Existing 
Bearing Replacement and Rehabilitation" to provide guidance and consistency in the 
determination of whether existing bearings should be replaced or rehabilitated.  
Engineers shall refer to this article when developing the scope of structural work to 
be performed for the rehabilitation of an existing bridge and determining whether to 
replace or rehabilitate the bearings.  The BDM can be found on the State Bridge 
Design Publications page.    

This practice is effective immediately for all projects in the preliminary design 
phase.  For projects in all other phases, Engineers shall discuss with their respective 
Principal Engineer if the practice should be implemented.
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