
 

79 Elm Street • Hartford, CT 06106-5127     www.ct.gov/deep          Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer 
 

 

 To: Maya Loewenberg, DECD  

      450 Columbus Boulevard, Suite 5, Hartford Ct 06103-1843 

 

From:  Linda Brunza- Environmental Analyst                 Telephone: 860-424-3739 

 

Date: 11/8/2018                         Email: Linda.Brunza@ct.gov 

 

Subject: Scoping Notice for 421 Granby Street, Hartford, Willow Creek Apartments   

 

 

 

The Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) has received the Notice of Scoping 

for the project proposed by the Department of Economic and Community Development on behalf of the 

Department of Housing. The project is located on 421 Granby Street in Hartford.  Demolition of Bowles 

Park, a 410 unit residential development, has been completed and the first two phases are under 

construction.  A third phase of construction consisting of 60 units has been awarded funding is 

anticipated to begin construction in 2019 with a fourth phase being submitted for funding.  

Approximately 450 units will be constructed upon completion of all phases.   

 

The following comments were received from staff and are submitted for your consideration.  

 

Management of Contaminated Soil/Media 

Due to the historic nature of the area, it is likely there are hazardous or solid waste related concerns. 

Development plans in urban areas that entail soil excavation should include a protocol for sampling and 

analysis of potentially contaminated soil.  Soil with contaminant levels that exceed the applicable criteria 

of the Remediation Standard Regulations (concentration above the specified analytical detection limit), 

are polluted soil as defined in section 22a-133k-1 of the RCSA.  Reuse of polluted soil is governed by 

requirements found in section 22a-133k-2(h)(3) of the RCSA and requires written authorization from 

DEEP unless it is managed at a site that is authorized to accept polluted soil.  In addition, the solid waste 

management regulations prohibit the disposal or indefinite storage of more than 10 cubic yards of 

stumps, brush or woodchips on the site, either buried or on the surface.  For more information see the 

following fact sheet on DEEP’s website: Management of Contaminated Environmental Media FAQ. 

 

The Waste Engineering & Enforcement Division has issued a General Permit for Contaminated Soil 

and/or Sediment Management (Staging & Transfer) (DEP-SW-GP-001).  It establishes a uniform set of 

environmentally protective management measures for stockpiling soils when they are generated during 

construction or utility installation projects where contaminated soils are typically managed (held 

temporarily during characterization procedures to determine a final disposition).  Temporary storage of 

less than 1000 cubic yards of contaminated soils (which are not hazardous waste) at the excavation site 

does not require registration, provided that activities are conducted in accordance with the applicable 

conditions of the general permit.  Registration is required for on-site storage of more than 1000 cubic 

yards for more than 45 days or transfer of more than 10 cubic yards off-site.  A fact sheet describing the 
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general permit, a copy of the general permit and registration forms are available on-line at: Soil 

Management GP. 

For further information, contact the RCRA Enforcement  Division at 860-424-3366. 

 

Clean Vehicles 

DEEP typically recommends the use of newer off-road construction equipment that meets the latest EPA 

or California Air Resources Board (CARB) standards. If that newer equipment cannot be used, 

equipment with the best available controls on diesel emissions including retrofitting with diesel oxidation 

catalysts or particulate filters in addition to the use of ultra-low sulfur fuel would be the second choice 

that can be effective in reducing exhaust emissions. The use of newer equipment that meets EPA 

standards would obviate the need for retrofits. 

 

DEEP also recommends the use of newer on-road vehicles that meet either the latest EPA or CARB 

standards for construction projects. These on-road vehicles include dump trucks, fuel delivery trucks and 

other vehicles typically found at construction sites. On-road vehicles older than the 2007-model year 

typically should be retrofitted with diesel oxidation catalysts or diesel particulate filters for projects. The 

use of newer vehicles that meet EPA standards would eliminate the need for retrofits. 

 

Idling 

Section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) limits the idling 

of mobile sources to 3 minutes. This regulation applies to most vehicles such as trucks and other diesel 

engine-powered vehicles commonly used on construction sites. Adhering to the regulation will reduce 

unnecessary idling at truck staging zones, delivery or truck dumping areas and further reduce on-road 

and construction equipment emissions. Use of posted signs indicating the three-minute idling limit is 

recommended. It should be noted that only DEEP can enforce Section 22a-174-18(b)(3)(C) of the RCSA. 

Therefore, it is recommended that the project sponsor include language similar to the anti-idling 

regulations in the contract specifications for construction in order to allow them to enforce idling 

restrictions at the project site without the involvement of DEEP.  

 

EV Readiness 

DEEP recommends that 10% of all parking spaces in the project design be made ready to accept Level 

2 electric vehicle charging stations and that half of these parking spaces actually be equipped with Level 

2 electric vehicle charging stations.  Connecticut and seven other states are obligated, under the multi-

state zero emission vehicle (ZEV) memorandum of understanding (MOU), to collectively put 3.3 million 

ZEVs on our roadways by 2025. Connecticut’s share of this target is approximately 150,000 

ZEVs.  Connecticut is further committed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below 2001 levels 

by 2050 (and a mid-term target of 45% below 2001 levels by 2030), and must also reduce smog-forming 

motor vehicle pollution in order to meet the federal Clean Air Act’s health based ozone standards.  To 

meet these requirements, Connecticut must continue efforts to support the transition to transportation 

electrification by recommending the installation of electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure to 

support the growing EV market.  EV sales in the US have increased more than 250% since 2012 and are 

projected to continue to increase. 

 

Stormwater 

Stormwater discharges from construction sites where one or more acres are to be disturbed, regardless 

of project phasing, require an NPDES permit from the Permitting & Enforcement Division.  The General 

Permit for the Discharge of Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters Associated with Construction 

Activities (DEEP-WPED-GP-015) will cover these discharges.  The construction stormwater general 

permit dictates separate compliance procedures for projects that are approved locally through the town 

(Locally Approved) and projects that are approved by the state (Locally Exempt).  Registrants for 
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Locally Exempt construction projects which will disturb over one acre must submit a registration form 

and Stormwater Pollution Control Plan (SWPCP) to DEEP.   Registrants for Locally Approvable 

construction projects that have a total disturbed area of one to five acres are not required to register with 

DEEP provided the development plan has been approved by a municipal land use agency and adheres to 

local erosion and sediment control land use regulations and the CT Guidelines for Soil Erosion and 

Sediment Control.  Registrants for Locally Approvable construction projects that have a total disturbed 

area of five or more acres must submit a registration form to DEEP prior to the initiation of construction.  

This registration shall include a certification by a Qualified Professional who designed the project and a 

certification by a Qualified Professional or regional Conservation District who reviewed the SWPCP 

and deemed it consistent with the requirements of the general permit.  The SWPCP for Locally 

Approvable projects is not required to be submitted to DEEP unless requested.  The SWPCP must 

include measures such as erosion and sediment controls and post construction stormwater management.  

A goal of 80 percent removal of total suspended solids from the stormwater discharge shall be used in 

designing and installing post-construction stormwater management measures.  Stormwater treatment 

systems must be designed to comply with the post-construction stormwater performance management 

requirements of the permit.  These include post-construction performance standards requiring retention 

of the water quality volume and incorporating control measures for runoff reduction and low impact 

development practices.  For further information, contact the Permitting and Enforcement Division at 

860-424-3018.  The construction stormwater general permit registrations can now be filed electronically 

through DEEP's e-Filing system known as ezFile.  Additional information can be found on-line at: 

Construction Stormwater GP. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project.  These comments are based on the reviews provided 

by relevant staff and offices within DEEP during the designated comment period. They may not represent 

all applicable programs within DEEP.  Feel free to contact me if you have any questions concerning 

these comments.   

 

cc: Robert Hannon, DEEP/ OPPD 
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