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Keeping us on track! Questions
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Utilize the Parking Lots for questions. Technical and Content questions will 
be addressed after the presentation.



Environmental 
Review

An Environmental Review (ER) is an analysis of the 
impacts of both the project on the environment 
and the environment on the project.

Under Part 58 the Responsible Entity Certifying 
Officer becomes the “Responsible Federal Official” 
for NEPA responsibilities.

Funds CANNOT BE committed, obligated, or 
expended prior to the completion of the 
environmental review.

The RE must create an environmental review 
record with verifiable resources and documented 
findings for each project.



Part 58: Responsible Entities

Responsible Entity (RE) assumes 
federal responsibilities

RE = a unit of general local 
government, tribe or State

Responsible Entity Certifying 
Officer

• Evaluates the environmental review

• Is responsible for scope and content

• Makes environmental finding

• Goes to court in a lawsuit

Grantees must maintain an environmental review file for each 
activity that documents decision-making and process.



What are the Objectives of Environmental Review? 

The environmental review process is required for all HUD-assisted projects to 
ensure that the proposed project does not negatively impact the surrounding 
environment and that the property site itself will not have an adverse 
environmental or health effect on end users. 



Environmental Golden Rule

Sec. 58.22 Limitations on activities pending clearance.

(a)Neither a recipient nor any participant in the development process, including public or private 
nonprofit or for-profit entities, or any of their contractors, may commit HUD assistance under a 
program listed in Sec. 58.1(b)on an activity or project until HUD or the state has approved the 
recipient's RROF and the related certification from the responsible entity.

In addition, until the RROF and the related certification have been approved, neither a recipient nor 
any participant in the development process may commit non-HUD funds on or undertake an activity 
or project under a program listed in Sec. 58.1(b) if the activity or project would have an adverse 
environmental. 



Which Activities will Require an Environmental Review?

ALL OF THEM 



Define the Project

Determine the Level of Review

Perform the Environmental Review

Finalize the Review

Expend project funds

Post-Review Considerations

Maintain 
the 
ERR

The Environmental Review Process



Define the Project 

• Most important aspect of review! A complete and clear project 
description is the foundation of the environmental review process. 

• The project description should capture the maximum anticipated scope 
of the proposal, not just a single activity that the money is going toward. 

• Must include the entire project, not just portion being funded with HUD 
money. Activities should be aggregated according to the regulations at 
58.32.

• If the project contains sensitive information, such as the location of a 
domestic violence shelter, sacred site, omit that information from the 
publicly reviewable ERR. 



The ERR shall: Document how determinations were made; including but not 

limited to:

• Maps (including the location of the project)

• Letters of correspondence, approvals or
    required permits

• Process for floodplain and wetland management

• Phase I and Phase II ESA reports

• Pictures of the site and future renderings
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It’s not over yet!!!

Mitigation and Monitoring

• If mitigation measures were required in any of the portion of the 
environmental review, make sure they are implemented.

• DOH staff will be monitoring Responsible Entities for environmental
compliance.
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Levels of Review 



Exempt Activities Listed in 24 CFR 58.34(a):
• Environmental, planning & design 

costs
• Information & financial services
• Administrative & management 

activities
• Public services (no physical impact)
• Inspections
• Purchase of tools & insurance
• Technical assistance & training
• Payment of principal and interest
• Temporary assistance for disaster 

or imminent threats
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Exempt Activities 



Listed in 24 CFR 58.35(b):

• Tenant-based rental assistance
• Supportive Services (healthcare, housing 

placement)

• Operating costs (utilities, supplies)

• Economic development costs (non-construction)

• Pre-development costs

• Maintenance

• Supplemental Assistance
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Categorically Excluded Not Subject To (CENST) 58.5 Activities 



Listed in 24 CFR 58.35(a): Activities with physical impacts

• Acquisition, leasing, or disposition of vacant land or existing buildings with no change in land use

• Acquisition or leasing of public facilities with no change in land use

• Removal of barriers that restrict mobility and accessibility to elderly and handicapped

      Rehabilitation, Repair, and Improvements of:

• Public facilities and non-residential buildings: no change in land use, change in size or capacity < 20%

• Multifamily residential: no change in land use, change in size or capacity < 20%, cost of rehab < 75% of 
cost of replacement after rehab

• Single family residential: no change in land use, density < 4 units, footprint not in floodplain or wetland
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Categorically Excluded Subject To (CEST) 58.5 Activities 

The Environmental Review Record (ERR) must contain a well-organized written record of the 
process and determinations made under this section.

eCFR :: 24 CFR 58.35 -- Categorical exclusions.

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-58/subpart-D/section-58.35
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-58/subpart-D/section-58.35
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-58/subpart-D/section-58.35
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-24/subtitle-A/part-58/subpart-D/section-58.35


• Major rehabilitation

• Most new construction, reconstruction, or demolition

• Any change in land use

• Whenever no exclusion applies
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Environmental Assessment (EA)

This level of review, prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act, is typically 
required when a proposed project has activities such as new construction or a change in land 
use. Default level of Review!



• Required when an environmental assessment concludes in a Finding of Significant Impact 
(FOSI).

• Applies when the complexity of the project exceeds the scope of an environmental 
assessment

• Applies when extraordinary circumstances* exist and elevate the level of review
• Required when noise levels exceed 75 decibels (unacceptable noise zone)
• Also required when noise levels are between 65 and 75 decibels (normally unacceptable 

noise zone) and the project site is largely undeveloped or will encourage incompatible 
development

• 24 CFR 58.37 or 24 CFR 50.42
• Required for projects involving 2,500 or more housing units or beds

*Extraordinary circumstances are defined in HUD regulations at 24 CFR 58.2(a)(3) as follows:
Actions that are unique or without precedent;
Actions that are substantially similar to those that normally require an EIS;
Actions that are likely to alter existing HUD policy or HUD mandates; or
Actions that, due to unusual physical conditions on the site or in the vicinity, have the potential for a significant impact on the environmental or in which the 
environment could have a significant impact on users of the facility.
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=16f46213c94ccc6736cf259025a2ae46&mc=true&node=se24.1.58_137&rgn=div8
http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=16f46213c94ccc6736cf259025a2ae46&mc=true&node=se24.1.58_137&rgn=div8
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2010-title24-vol1/pdf/CFR-2010-title24-vol1-sec50-42.pdf


24 CFR 58.5: The fun stuff

The “Statutory Checklist”

• Clean Air Act
• Coastal Zone Management Act
• Contamination and Toxic Substances
• Endangered Species Act
• E.O. 12898 on Environmental Justice
• Explosive and Flammable Hazards
• Farmlands Protection Policy Act
• E.O. 11988 on Floodplain Management
• National Historic Preservation Act (SHPO and THPO)
• Noise Abatement Regulation
• Sole Source Aquifers
• E. O. 11990 on Wetlands
• Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
• Radon 
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Tribal Consultation

• Tribal consultation must be done Govt. to Govt.
• 30 days initial wait time, more time needed if any consultation 

request received



NO Physical Impact

Minor Rehab that seems Maintenance/no physical impact

Major Rehab that is not Maintenance

Not Exempt/CENST/CEST

Finding of Significant Impact (FOSI) in EA/CEST

Summary: level of review

Exempt

CENST

CEST

EA

EIS



CENST Vs CEST





Resources

https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/5119/environmental-review-record-related-federal-laws-and-authorities-partner-worksheets/


Project Review for CEPA requirements



• Include all phases of a project

• Project description – site & 
building areas

• FEMA flood map, NDDB Map, 
survey, proposed site plan

• State/national historic 
register listing/eligibility

FILL OUT AND SEND A COPY OF CEPA INTAKE FORM APPLICATION 
WITH ATTACHMENTS TO DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 

DOH.CEPA@ct.gov



State of Connecticut - Department of Housing - Small Cities CDBG 26

CEPA Intake form update will be continued…

• New Radon limits (Radon 
level >2.7 pCi/L needs 
mitigation)

• Distance from nearby 
transportation (0.5 miles)

• New locational guide map 
link: Proposed 2025-2030 
Locational Guide Map

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3e1a4b90866349c1b85fd44c6c2112be/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3e1a4b90866349c1b85fd44c6c2112be/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3e1a4b90866349c1b85fd44c6c2112be/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/3e1a4b90866349c1b85fd44c6c2112be/


The  Department of Housing 
may direct a project to the State 

Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) 

Wednesday, November 18, 2020

✓ >50-year-old 
building

✓Ground 
disturbance 



The Department of Housing may direct a project to the 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection (DEEP) 

☐ Flood Management Certification   

☐ Inland Wetlands & Watercourses   

☐ Water Resource Construction Activities   

☐ Aquifer Protection   

☐ Dam Maintenance, Repair, Alteration Protection   

☐ In Situ Soil Remediation   

☐ Stormwater Management   

☐ Environmental Land Use Restrictions   

☐ Remediation/Site Clean-up Program 

☐ Natural Diversity Database 



Tuesday, May 26, 2026 29

For requests for DEEP approval of a flood management certification of an activity that does not require another Department 
permit, processing time for a typical application, based upon recent experience is less than 60 days. Past performance is not 
a guarantee of future processing timeframes. In order to increase the efficiency of application processing, we recommend 
that you utilize the Pre-Application Assistance process, assure that your application package is properly completed at the 
time of submittal, and that you promptly reply to any requests for information.

Contact Information
Land and Water Resources Division
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127
860-424-3019

Pre-Application Assistance DEEP 

https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Permits-and-Licenses/Where-to-Begin--Users-Guide-to-Environmental-Permits
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Permits-and-Licenses/Where-to-Begin--Users-Guide-to-Environmental-Permits
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Permits-and-Licenses/Where-to-Begin--Users-Guide-to-Environmental-Permits


Tuesday, May 26, 2026 State of Connecticut - Department of Housing - Small Cities CDBG 30

The  Department of Housing needs a project to have  
Natural Diversity Database Review Map 

Mark the project Area on the 
Map!

First step: Choose the Town
Second Step:  Project location falls in any 

identified area in NDDB town map? 



Tuesday, May 26, 2026 State of Connecticut - Department of Housing - Small Cities CDBG 31

The  Department of Housing needs a 
project to review General/Local 

Stormwater Permit need 

Stormwater and Dewatering Wastewaters from Construction Activities General Permit 
Contact: Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance, Permitting and 
Enforcement Division: DEEP.stormwaterstaff@ct.gov 

• This general permit applies to discharges of stormwater and dewatering wastewater 
from construction activities where the activity disturbs more than an acre.

• For further information, contact the division at 860-424-3025 or 
DEEP.StormwaterStaff@ct.gov. 

• The construction stormwater general permit registrations must be filed electronically 
through DEEP's ezFile Portal. Additional information can be found on-line at: 
Construction Stormwater GP. 



Tuesday, May 26, 2026 State of Connecticut - Department of Housing - Small Cities CDBG 32

How CEPA works!

Submit a completed CEPA intake form 
and send copy with all attachments and 

maps to DOH.CEPA@ct.gov

DOH reviews submission and decides  
CEPA scoping need

30 days comment period begins where 
other expert agencies sent their 
comments of concern to DOH



Scope:  verb. to look at something carefully and completely ….   Oxford American Dictionary

CEPA Notice of Scoping

Scoping period: 30 Days



Sample Comments from the CEPA Scoping 
Process





Livable Communities, Affordable Housing, 
Cultural Resources, Health and Safety and 

Environmental  Protection are friends!  
Let’s meet the highest standards !



Thank you…
Architectural  &Technical Services Office
State of Connecticut 
Department of Housing



Questions? 

Exempt
Categorical Exclusion, 

Subject to 58.5

Environmental Assessment

Continued Relevance Categorical Exclusion, 

Not Subject to 58.5

Categorical Exclusion, 

Subsequently Exempt

CEPA
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