
STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Office of the Commissioner 
Bryan P. Hurlburt 
Commissioner 

860-713-2501
www.CTGrown.gov 

450 Columbus Boulevard, Hartford, CT  06103
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Lucien Bañales 
4 Buckeye Rd 
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Rachel Banales  
schlotzhauer53@gmail.com 

Richard Cody, Esq 
Suisman Shapiro 
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New London, CT 06320 
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RE: PROPOSED FINAL DECISION IN THE MATTER OF THE APPEAL FROM DISPOSAL 
ORDER ISSUED BY THE TOWN OF GROTON FOR THE DOG HANS OWNED BY 
LUCIEN AND RACHEL BANALES 

To all parties: 

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes Section 4-179, enclosed is the Proposed Final Decision 
of the Hearing Officer, Edward Taiman, in the above referenced matter. 

Any exception or brief, which you may wish the final decision maker to consider before 
rendering a Final Decision must be submitted, in writing, and be received within fifteen (15) 
days of your receipt of this Proposed Final Decision. 

Any request for the scheduling of oral argument must also be submitted to, in writing, and be 
received within fifteen (15) days of your receipt of this Proposed Final Decision. 

Sincerely, 

Bryan P. Hurlburt, 
Commissioner 

BPH:dbw 
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I, Edward C. Taiman, Jr., the designated Hearing Officer in the Appeal of a Disposal Order issued 

by the Town of Groton Animal Control Officer ("the Town"), in the matter of a dog named 

"Hans" owned by Lucien and Rachel Banales (collectively referred to as "owner" or "owners" or 

"Banales"), hereby issue the Proposed Final Decision in this matter. I have thoroughly reviewed 

the entire record, all the admitted exhibits, and all other related submissions of the parties. The 

Proposed Final Decision recommends affirming the Disposal Order as follows: 

FINDINGS OF FACT: 

1. Commissioner Bryan P. Hurlburt appointed me as Hearing Officer in this matter to issue 

to him a Proposed Final Decision. Connecticut General Statute§ 4-179. Hearing Officer 

("HO") Exhibit 4. On November 10, 2020, the Notice of Hearing was sent by email to the 

Town and its attorney, and to the owners of Hans, for a hearing that was scheduled for 

January 12, 2021. Ex. HO 8.

2. The hearing commenced January 12, 2021 and was concluded on the same date after

the Town and the owners each called all of their respective witnesses, put in all of their 

exhibits, and stated that they did not have any other evidence to be submitted into the 

record.

3. The hearing was conducted in accordance with the Uniform Administrative Procedures 

Act, and the Department's Rules of Practice pertaining to contested cases, which

regulations were provided to the parties. Ex. HO 8.
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