
Connecticut Department of Agriculture
M. Jodi Rell, Governor
F. Philip Prelli, Commissioner
Robert R. Pellegrino, Bureau Director

CONNECTICUT
G R O W N

     Marketing & Technology Bureau,  (860)  713-2503
Jessey Ina-Lee, Editor 

Wednesday, October 21, 2009

STATE GRANTS VERSUS STATE BUDGET
By Ron Olsen, Marketing Representative

As all are probably very aware by now, our state budget has been in 
flux for a year and our department programs are being steadily cut.  At this 
date it appears both our state and our department budgets are finally set, 
although changes are always possible.  This means changes in the way 
our department programs will be managed over the next few years.  These 
changes include our competitive agricultural matching grant programs.

Farm Reinvestment Grant - The Farm Reinvestment Grant applications 
that were received by the due date of April 30, 2009 have been sitting in 
a file since that time.  These grants may only be used for capital improve-
ments by producers and the maximum award is $40,000.  The $500,000 
allotment that must be approved by the bonding commission prior to our de-
partment receiving the funds has not been approved.  This is due to the fact 
that the Bonding Commission had not met all summer. The state budget 
crisis has made it uncertain as to whether or not. ad the Bond Commission 
begins meeting again, programs such as the Farm Reinvestment Grant will 
placed on the agenda for a vote.  We are hopeful, and it looks like there’s a 
good possibility that we will have the money, but it is uncertain.  This means 
that those who applied for the grant should not count on funding for this 
year.  Those who need to start their projects should proceed, knowing that if 
they do begin the project they might not be funded by any department grant 
program.  It’s unfortunate that those farmers who were looking for this influx 
of cash in order to complete a farm project may be unable to fund the capital 
enhancement without the grant.   Hoping that the funding for this grant may 
be bonded, we will hold the existing applications for those farmers who may 
be willing to wait. 

Agriculture Viability Grant Program - The Farm Viability Grant which 
allocates $500,000 each year to municipalities and agricultural non-profits 
will be funded this coming year (to the best of our knowledge)..  November 
13, 2009 is the application deadline for this grant this year.

The Farm Transition Grant which allocates $500,000 each year to farm 
producers and agricultural cooperatives will also be funded this coming 
year.  November 13, 2009 is also the application deadline and we will be 
accepting applications up to that date.  

Joint Venture Program - The Joint Venture program which distributes 
matching grants of up to $5,000 to associations and $2,000 to producers 
will be funded this coming year.  The application period is from January 1, 
2010 until January 31, 2010 and we will be accepting applications during 
that time. 

It is fortunate that our funding seems to be available this year however, 
everyone should be aware that things could change at any time.  We en-
courage your to get your applications in and we’ll go from there.  Those 

who have applied for the Farm Reinvestment Grant may apply again for the 
Farm Transition Grant.  If your business plan is good enough, you may be 
awarded this grant and then go ahead with your project. The most important 
component to all our grant applications is the business plan that accompa-
nies the application, since we grade the applicants on the strength of this 
plan.   For more information and applications for these programs please go 
to our department website at www.ct.gov/doag and click on Programs and 
Services.

CONNECTiCUT FARm ENERGy WORkShOp
SpONSORED By: EASTERN CT RC&D AREA, iNC.

Don’t miss this Informational Workshop on applying for USDA Rural 
Development Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) Grants

November 5th, 2009
10:00am - USDA Office Located at Yantic River Plaza

238 West Town St, Norwich, CT 06360
or

2:00pm - Eastern CT RC&D Located at the UConn Extension Office
139 Wolf Den Rd, Brooklyn, CT 06234

Have you had an energy audit and want to do something about in-
creasing your energy efficency or renewable energy? Now you can! There 
are financial assistance and loan opportunites available to you through the 
USDA Rural Development REAP Program.  Find out if you qualify and get 
started at this introductory workshop.  (Your business must be located in 
New London or Windham Counties to qualify for this workshop)

To reserve a space please call Amanda Fargo-Johnson @ 860-345-
3977 or email CTFarmEnergy@aol.com; visit the webpage at the following 
address: www.ctfarmenergy.org

EmpOWERiNG BEGiNNiNG WOmEN FARmERS 
ThROUGh WhOlE FARm plANNiNG

Holistic Management International has been funded through the US-
DA'’s Beginning Farmer Grant to teach beginning women farmers the tools 
of whole farm planning. Groups are forming in New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, and New York. Classes will begin in 
December 2009. Participants must attend the 6 sessions that will take place 
over the winter of 2010 and 4 farm tours that will take place during the 
spring and fall of 2010. Each session will be on a Saturday and last 7 hours. 
There will be farm mentors also available. 

If you are a woman farmer who has been farming less than 10 years, 
contact the coordinator for your state for an application. 

If you would like to participate as a farmer mentor, please also contact 
your state coordinator.



FRESh  FRUiTS  &  VEGETABlES

Above quotations are based on Boston Terminal Prices

NORThEAST  EGG  pRiCES  U.S.D.A.  
October 19, 2009

Prices To Retailers, Sales To Volume Buyers, 
USDA Grade A and Grade A,  White Eggs In 

Cartons, Warehouse, Cents Per Dozen

EXTRA LARGE 91-98
LARGE 92-96
MEDIUM 71-77

mETROpOliTAN  AREA 
U.S.D.A. 

NEW   yORk pRiCES
WhiTE   EGGS
TO   RETAilERS

For   1 dozen,
Grade  A  eggs  on:
October 19, 2009

EXTRA LARGE 101-105 
LARGE 99-103   
MEDIUM 78-82

Above quotations based on 
CARTON sales to retailers.

                  NEW ENGlAND GROWN 
APPLE CIDER, 4/1-gal 13.00 13.00
APPLE/PEAR, Hosui,18ct 9.00 9.00
APPLES, Cortland Fcy 3” min bu 15.00 18.00
APPLES, Empire 100ct exfcy 24.00 24.00
APPLES, Gala 100 ct exfcy 24.00 25.00
APPLES, Macoun,96,exfcy 30.00 30.00
APPLES, Mcintosh ex fcy 96ct 22.00 26.00
APPLES, Mcintosh, ex fcy 3” min bu 18.00 22.00
BEANS, Green bu  CT 17.00 18.00
BEETS, Carton-bunched Organic 26.00 26.00
BROCCOLI, 20 lbs 16.00 18.00
CORN, 5dz 10.00 12.00
CORN, Ornamental mini 20–3’s 20.00 20.00
CORN, Ornamental strawberry 20-3’s 20.00 20.00
CRANBERRIES, 24/12’s 35.00 37.00
CUCUMBERS, 1-1/9bu super sel CT 14.00 18.00
GOURDS, Shellacked 1/2bu  13.00 13.00
GREENS, Collard 12-16’s Crates 11.00 11.00
KALE, 12-16’s  11.00 11.00
NECTARINES, 25lb – 2-1/2up 16.00 18.00
PARSNIPS, 25lb 22.00 22.00
PARSNIPS, 18 – 1lb 20.00 21.00
PEACHES, 1/2bu 2-1/2” 12.00 12.00
PEAR, Seckel ½ bu 2’ min 18.00 20.00
PEPPERS, Green Bell exlge 1-1/9bu 12.00 12.00
POTATOES, Chef 50lb 11.00 12.00
POTATOES, Round white 10lb sz A 2.00 2.00
POTATOES, Russet 50lb 11.00 11.00
PRUNES, Stanley ½ bu 1-1/4” up 18.00 18.00
PUMPKINS, Miniature ½ bu 13.00 14.00
PUMPKINS, Sugar 1-1/9 bu 13.00 14.00
SQUASH, Acorn 1-1/9 bu lge 13.00 14.00
SQUASH, Butternut 1-1/9 bu lge 13.00 14.00
SQUASH, Delicata 1/2 bu med 11.00 12.00
SQUASH, Spaghetti 1-1/9 bu med 14.00 14.00
SQUASH, Butternut organic 40lb 30.00 30.00
TOMATOES, 8 qt med 12.00 12.00

NEW hOllAND,pA hOG AUCTiON
Mon October 19, 2009  

Hogs sold by actual weights, prices quoted by 
hundred weight.       
  Percent Lean          Weight                 Price
     49-54  220-270 lbs      36.00-39.00
                        270-300 lbs      34.50-38.50
                        300-350 lbs      34.00-38.00
     45-49  220-270 lbs      32.50-34.00 
Sows:  US 1-3 300-500 lbs     28.00-30.00 
                        500-700 lbs      30.00-33.00
Boars:        300-700 lbs       7.00-10.50 

NEW BEDFORD 
WhAliNG CiTy SEAFOOD 

DiSplAy AUCTiON
SEA SCALLOPS LANDINGS & 

PRICES IN 1, 000 LBS 
DATE 10/19/09 - PRICES 

INCLUDE DEALERS FEES
SPECIES SEA SCALLOPS                                                                           
                               LBS  MIN  HIGH
20/30 MID ATL    15.5   660    675
U/10 DELMARVA  4.1   940    965
U/12           13.0   895    920
10/20                   45.5   690    750
20/30                    4.0   705    710
NEW BEDFORD - WhAliNG 

CiTy SEAFOOD 
DiSplAy AUCTiON

FISH LANDINGS & PRICES IN 
1,000 LBS & $/CWT 

DATE 10/19/09 - PRICES IN-
CLUDES DEALERS FEES 1/ 0 

MEANS LESS THAN 100 POUND
SPECIES                          LBS     MIN       HIGH
COD LGE         0.2     290        312
   MKT                            2.5     319        344
  SCRD                            0.8     262        319
HADDOCK              0.1     339        339
HADDOCK SCRD        0.9     252        256
POLLOCK                2.8     112        122
  MED                             6.7      99        109
  SCRD                            1.6      85         89
CUSK 1/                             0.0     116        116
HAKE LGE                          0.3     167        169
 MED                              0.3      92        122
 SML                              0.1      57         57
 SOW                                0.0     344        344
OCN PRCH                    1.1      63         63
YELLOWTAIL LGE         1.9     192        217
 SM                               0.4     172        172
DABS LGE               0.0     184        184
 MED                                0.0     183        183
 SML                              0.1     162        162
LEMONSOLE GEO      0.6     262        262
 LGE GEO BB MIXED   8.9     228        264
 MIXED GEO BB        12.3     232        254
 PEEWEE                 0.0     154        154
GREYSOLE MED          0.0     502        502
SML                               0.3     364        364

miDDlESEx   liVESTOCk   AUCTiON
Middlefield, CT, October 19, 2009

Live animals brought the following average prices 
per cwt.:
Bob Calves:                        Low         High
  45-60 lbs. 15.00 18.00
  61-75 lbs. 20.00 22.00
  76-90 lbs. 25.00 33.00
  91-105 lbs. 35.00 40.00
  106 lbs. & up 45.00 50.00
Farm Calves 52.50 67.50
Started Calves 25.00 28.00
Veal Calves 55.00 110.00
Open Heifers 40.00 55.00
Beef Heifers 49.00 50.50
Feeder Steers 42.00 57.50
Stock Bulls 55.00 72.50
Sheep each 60.00 110.00
Lambs each 65.00 160.00
Goats each 65.00 180.00
Kid Goats each 25.00 100.00
Canners                                        Up to  39.50
Cutters  40.00 42.00
Utility Grade Cows 43.00 45.00
Rabbits each 5.00 16.00
Chickens each 3.00 18.00
Ducks each 3.00 11.00
Provided by Middlesex Livestock Auction.

NEW hOllAND liVESTOCk AUCTiON
MONDAY, October 19, 2009

             Bulk/                High/    Low Dressing
SLAUGHTER COWS: 
 Breakers            75-80% lean  
  43.00-47.00   47.00-48.50    39.00-42.50
 Boners              80-85% lean  
  40.50-45.50   46.25-48.00    38.00-40.50
 Lean                85-90% lean  
  37.00-42.00   42.00-46.00    32.00-37.00
SLAUGHTER BULLS: Yield Grade 1  
   1000-1500 lbs  55.00-58.50 
   1500-2150 lbs  54.00-57.50
Bullocks:  865-1565 lbs  60.00-63.00
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn 
 Choice and Prime 2-3  
   40-50 lbs   135.00-150.00
   50-60 lbs   130.00-144.00
   60-70 lbs   128.00-138.00
   70-80 lbs   120.00-132.00
   80-90 lbs   112.00-130.00
   90-110 lbs   104.00-120.00
   110-130 lbs   100.00-110.00
   130-150 lbs   92.00-104.00
SLAUGHTER EWES: Good 2-3: Medium Flesh 
   90-110 lbs   47.00-62.00
   120-160 lbs   36.00-52.00
   160-200 lbs   32.00-48.00
SLAUGHTER GOATS: All goats are Selection 1, 
sold by the head, on estimated weights.
 Kids:   30-40 lbs   34.00-46.00

   40-50 lbs   40.00-56.00 
   50-60 lbs   48.00-60.00
   60-70 lbs   55.00-68.00
   70-80 lbs   61.00-80.00
   80-90 lbs   72.00-90.00
   90-100 lbs   84.00-102.00
   100-110 lbs   90.00-106.00
   110-120 lbs   100.00-108.00.
 Nannies/Does: 80-130 lbs  46.00-60.00
   130-180 lbs   60.00-76.00
 Slaughter Bucks/Billies:  
   100-150 lbs   116.00-124.00
   150-250 lbs   130.00-144.00



 miDDlESEx liVESTOCk AUCTiON
488 Cherry Hill Rd.

Middlefield, Ct. 06455
Fall Feeder Cattle Auction 

Sat. Oct 24,2009 @ 11:00 Am

This sale consists of all sizes, breeds & gender of beef cattle! 
It is open to the public to both buy & sell. It is focused on the 
Farmer to get the best prices for their feeder cattle and for 

the buyer to get the best quality to raise or show.

Accepting Consignments On 
Friday Oct 23,2009 From 10:00 Am  To 6:00 Pm & 

Sat.Oct. 24,From  7:00 Am To 11:00 Am 
With Sale Starting Promptly At 11:00 Am

Cattle Will Be Fed And Watered For No Extra Cost! 

Terms Of Sale --- Cash Or Check, 
Mastercard & Visa -W/2% Surcharge

For More Information Call: Lisa Scirpo 860-883-5828
Sale Barn 860-349-3204; Res. 860-346-8550

www.auctionzip.com; Email --sscirpo35@comcast.net

LUNCH ROOM OPEN!

FOR SAlE
1-R. CT. Christmas Tree Growers, CT. Sheep Breeders and CT. Bee-

keepers Associations Special Insurance Packages available through Blu-
menthal/Donahue Insurance Agency--Toll Free 1-800-554-8049, 1-877-
267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.hobbyfarmusa.com..  Farm 
Commercial Auto Coverage now available.

2-R. Farm Insurance for all types of farming at very competitive rates.  
1-800-554-8049, 1-877-267-8323, ddonahue01@comcast.net or www.
hobbyfarmusa.com., Blumenthal/Donahue Insurance Agency.  Farm Com-
mercial Auto Coverage now available.

3-R.  CT Grown Mesh Bags - The Connecticut Department of Agricul-
ture has CT Grown Mesh Bags for sale.  These bags are super strong and 
exceptionally attractive.  The dimensions are 16” l x 5” w x 12” h.  They are 
being sold by the case (40 per case) for $156.16.  For more information or 
to order, please call (860)713-2503.

4-R.  Gallagher High Tensile and portable electric fencing for farms, 
deer control, gardens. Sonpal’s Power Fence (860) 491-2290.

6-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg cases, 30 
doz and 15 doz.  Polinsky Farm (860) 376-2227.

76-R.  Rough Sawn lumber, fence boards, trailer planks, tomato stakes, 
custom and portable sawing. 203-788-2430.

99-R.  Battery powered price computing scales with state compliance, 
battery powered cash registers, 60-pound pumpkin scale $348. Call for 
more information at 1-800-403-5919.

116-R.  Hay for sale – off meadow in Lebanon. Round bales $45. Call 
860-886-0716.

140-R. Lambs, 4 mos - $125. Hay round bales 4x5, $50. p.u., square 
bales 1st & 2nd cut.  Guinea hen keets $4.  1,500 gal. insulated stainless 
tank $1,500. or B.O.  860-537-1974.

149-R.  Round bales 40”x54” approximately 600 lbs. Real nice mix of 
Timothy and Orchard grass. Call Steve 860-729-6408 in East Windsor.

164-R.  Wholesale pumpkins. Premium quality – all sizes and varieties. 
Delivery available. 860-712-2919.

173-R.  Christmas greens, balsam wreaths, several varieties of roping, 
kissing balls.  Samples gladly shown. We deliver. 203-457-1344.

175-R.  Spring straw for sale, bright and golden, weed and seed free - 
$5.00 per bale.  860-668-5330.

178-R. Hereford steer – ready for butcher $3/lb Hanging weight. Horse 
trailer, good condition. 860-537-6487; Cell 860-949-2131.

179-R.  JD 5420, 5320, 6200 - $14,500 each.  2 – 730’s direct start 
- $5,000 + $7,500.  JD and IH front and rear weights. NH 575 baler with 
thrower $13,500.  311 Baler with thrower - $6,500. PTO generators.  203-
530-4953.

180-R.  JD Gator 4x2, 565 hours - $4,500 or best offer.  Rover 4-wheel-
er - $3,250. 203-530-4953.

186-R.  Four Llamas for Sale- One Black and white,  One Black, both  3 
years old, in excellent condition,  both have long Fiber. Two more,  llamas,  
both with brown  medium fiber. Both  13 years old. One in excellent condi-
tion, one a little lame, but OK. All 4 castrated. Price for all four,  $800.00. 
Westview Farm, Monroe, Ct.. Bernie @ 203-880-6814

187-R.  Hay 4x5 round bales $50. p.u., square bales 1st & 2nd cut. 
Beef steer Hereford 1 yr. old $500. Hereford heifer spring calf $450.  Goats. 
1,500 gal. insulated stainless body. Call 860-537-1974.

188.  Registered polled Hereford bred cow-calf combinations, feeder 
steers and heifers, 3 year old registered Hereford bull with low birth weight 
and high intramuscular fat. Grand View Farm (860) 485-5720. lucasles-
lie40@hotmail.com.

189.  Registered Angus bull: Trowbridge Cross Country-701, Born 1-3-
07. An elite herd sire, nice quiet bull with manners. Looking to move him 
in Jan/Fed 2010. No reasonable offer will be refused. Call Red Tail Ridge 
Farm (203) 888-7779.

190.  2 – 1995 IH 4900, new motor and transmission 16foot high sided 
body, air brakes, nice shape. 860-984-8989, 869-535-2822.

191.  2004 Econoline 12T tag-along trailer, air brakes, good shape 
$4,800.  860-984-8989, 869-535-2822.

192-R.  400 bales of second cutting hay - $5 per bale. Call 860-274-
8159 or cell 203-206-1344.

WANTED
1-R.  Producers Wanted:  Connecticut Farm-to-Chef is a free pro-

gram that helps connect local culinary professionals with producers and 
distributors of CT Grown products. Informational newsletters, workshops, 
networking, promotions and other opportunities are provided to members 
as part of the program.  Additional Connecticut producers and distribu-
tors are needed for this popular and expanding program.  Please help us 
get your product into the hands of local chefs!  Contact Linda at the CT 
Department of Agriculture, Linda.Piotrowicz@ct.gov or 860-713-2558, for 
more information.

16-R.  Wanted: Farmers for the CT Farm-to-School - The Farm-to-
School Program is a statewide effort designed to incorporate CT Grown 
fresh fruits and vegetables into local schools cafeteria meals and snacks.  
This project is intended to be twofold:  to support local farms and to offer 
more nutritious school meals as a result of buying local, fresh, produce.  If 
you are interested in selling to one, several, or to a whole school district of 
schools (through a wholesaler or direct), call Jane Slupecki at (860) 713-
2588 or at Jane.Slupecki@ct.gov

182-R.  Ford tractor with bucket loader wanted, 1953 or 600, 700 Se-
ries. Please call Bill 860-653-0491.

miSCEllANEOUS
6-R.  The Connecticut Department of Agriculture has established the 

Farm Link Program. It is a matchmaking service to help new farmers find 
farm land owners (for rent or for sale) and to aid in the process of land 
rental and/or farm transfer to the next generation of farmers. A website will 
be developed to aid linking farm seekers and farm owners. Persons inter-
ested in the process can receive applications now available at www.farm-
link.uconn.edu or calling the CT Dept. of Agriculture at (860) 713-2503. The 
Department is encouraging all next generation farmers and transitioning 
family farms in Connecticut to participate. For further information, please 
contact Jane Slupecki at (860) 713-2588.

7-R. Farm/Land Specializing in land, farms, and all types of Real Es-
tate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural experience and 40 
years of finance.  Representing both Buyers and Sellers.  Call Clint Charter 
of Wallace-Tustin Realty (860) 644-5667.

8-R.  Horse properties, Farms and Land.  Ralph’s the man specializing 
in all types of Real Estate.  With a lifetime of agricultural and business 
experience he is the best choice to represent both buyers and sellers and 
make your dreams come true.  Call Ralph Winn with Century 21 Alaimo & 
Corrado at (860) 648-6902 or www.winwithWINN.com. 



Connecticut Weekly Agricultural Report (iSSN: 1059- 8723, 
USpS 129-340) is published weekly (48 issues), except for 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, when the Governor closes State 
offices, and two additional weeks, for $20.00 per year (hard 
copy - email copies are free) by the Connecticut Department 
of Agriculture,  165 Capitol Avenue, hartford, CT  06106.  

Advertising Rates:  Fifteen words or less $3.75 per insertion.  For 
ads of more than 15 words, 25 cents per word per insertion.  Initial 
letters, hyphenated words, phone numbers and addresses, etc., are 
counted separately.  print or type copy.  Publication on a specific date 
cannot be guaranteed.   Advertisements will be published on a first-
come-first serve basis.  Ads must be received by noon the Friday before 
a publication date to be considered for insertion.  Only ads of an agri-
cultural nature with a Connecticut phone number will be accepted.  
Remittance with copy required.  Make checks or money order payable 
to the Connecticut Department of Agriculture and mail to: Marketing 
- Ag Report Classifieds, Connecticut Department of Agriculture, 165 
Capitol Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106.

VOl.  lxxxix
NO. 40

October 21, 2009

Commissioner F. philip prelli (860) 713-2500 
marketing&Technology Robert pellegrino  (860) 713-2503
Regional market Robert pellegrino (860) 566-3699
State Veterinarian Dr. mary J. lis (860) 713-2505
Regulation&inspection  Dr. Bruce Sherman (860) 713-2504
Farmland preservation Joseph Dippel (860) 713-2511
Aquaculture David Carey (203) 874-2855
FAx  NUmBERS (860)   713-2516 (860) 713--2514

E-mail:  jessey.ina-lee@ct.gov
                       internet:  http://www.ct.gov/doag  

CONNECTiCUT pOmOlOGiCAl SOCiETy 
ANNUAl mEETiNG

Wednesday, December 2, 2009, 8:00 am - 3:15 pm
The Gallery Restaurant

131 New London Turnpike
Glastonbury, CT  860-659-2656

Pesticide re-certification credits will be available.  Actual number of credits 
pending.

SOUThERN NEW ENGlAND 
BEEkEEpERS ASSEmBly

2009 Connecticut
Co-sponsored by:

The Connecticut Beekeepers Association
Wicwas Press

Survivor Bees for the Surviving Beekeeper
Saturday November 21, 2009 8:30am – 5:00pm

Unitarian Society of New Haven
700 Hartford Turnpike Hamden, Connecticut 06517

Speakers: Dr. Larry Connor, David Mendes, Randy Oliver
An all day event presenting current research and practical information 

in lecture and panel discussion form.
Tables for regional beekeeping associations will be provided.

Vendors of beekeeping equipment and supplies will be present.
Morning coffee and light refreshments will be included.

Advance registration fee: $39.00 per person, $49.00 after Oct. 31.
A lunch will be available for $10.00 additional.

Any questions, please visit www.sneba.com or contact
Larry Connor 203-435-0238 www.wicwas.com
Ted Jones 860-677-9391 t.c.jones@snet.net

NRCS ACCEpTiNG AppliCATiONS FOR 
CONSERVATiON pROGRAmS

TOLLAND, CT—Douglas Zehner, Connecticut State Conservationist 
for the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has an-
nounced the continuous sign-up period for three of the agency’s conserva-
tion programs – the Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA) Program, 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), and the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP).

“Applications are being taken on a continuous basis;” said Zehner, “how-
ever, for ranking purposes, the first cutoff date is November 30, 2009.”

AMA provides cost share assistance to agricultural producers to volun-
tarily address issues such as water management, water quality, and erosion 
control by incorporating conservation into their farming operations. Produc-
ers may construct or improve water management structures or irrigation 
structures; plant trees for windbreaks or to improve water quality; and miti-
gate risk through production diversification or resource conservation prac-
tices, including soil erosion control, integrated pest management, or transi-
tion to organic farming.

EQIP provides cost share and incentive payments to implement conserva-
tion practices on eligible agricultural land. It is a voluntary program that pro-
motes environmental quality and agricultural production as compatible goals.

WHIP is a voluntary program for people who want to develop and im-
prove wildlife habitat primarily on private land. Through this program, NRCS 

provides both technical and financial assistance on grassland, riparian areas, 
state identified imperiled habitats, old fields, streams and rivers, early succes-
sional wetlands (tidal and non-tidal), and shallow and deep water habitats.

For more information, visit the web at www.ct.nrcs.usda.gov/programs 
or contact your nearest USDA Service Center: Brooklyn Service Center - 
(860) 774-0224; Norwich Service Center - (860) 887-3604; Torrington Ser-
vice Center - (860) 626-8258; Wallingford Service Center - (203) 269-7509; 
Windsor Service Center - (860) 688-7725.


