
Inaccurate Vibrio messaging and FDA 
Advisories



Accurate Connecticut Vibrio Information



Vibrio Parahaemolyticus Vibrio Vulnificus

Consumption Infections associated with 
CONSUMPTION ONLY 

Infections associated with consumption 
and wound infections

Consumption Infections in 
Connecticut

Historic and Current Infections in CT One past multi-source infection in CT  
(Large problem in Southern US)

Wound infections No wound infections Infections associated with WOUND 
INFECTIONS

Wound Infections in CT None 2-3 infections in CT annually – often 
associated with death

Control Plans in Connecticut 2 control plans in CT
(All areas and Norwalk, Westport, 
Darien)

No control plan in CT as no outbreaks 
associated with Vv in CT

CT DoAG Sampling Routines Routine tissue sampling 3-4 rounds over 
the summer in growing areas

Routine tissue sampling 3-4 rounds over 
the summer in growing areas

CT DoAG Sampling results Range of low to high results in tissue Non-detect in tissue (no way to sample 
water)



Illness 
Investigation 
Procedure

• Vibrio is a required reportable disease

• Stool is sampled to determine the 
pathogen

• Illness reported either by in-state LHD 
or out-of-state epidemiologist reports 
to CT epidemiologist

• LHD conducts restaurant investigation

• DoAG helps to determine the 
traceback and most likely tags related 
to the illness

• Harvest state determines if closure is 
necessary



Vibrio 
Investigations for 
2023

• DoAG investigated a total of 
13 Vibrio Parahaemolyticus 
cases
• All combined source

• Only dealers involved in 
investigation are notified
• Additional dealers will be 

notified once an 
‘outbreak’ determination 
is reached



Vibrio Vulnificus 
Investigations July 
2023

• 1 Consumption

• Consumed non-CT shellfish at an out-of-
state restaurant

• Individual CT resident and sought 
medical help in CT

• 2 Wound infections

• Recreating in CT waters with either an 
open wound or sustained a wound

• Wound infections are not investigated 
by DoAG

• We were notified as there was 
some seafood consumption 
associated with both cases



July/August 2024 



DoAG 
Response

• Asked DPH to edit the press 
release

• Put a response and 
information on our website

• All communications with the 
press goes through press 
secretary

• SeaGrant holding a workshop 
with DoAG, DPH, DEEP Sea 
Grant and Key farmers, 
restauranteurs and medical 
professionals



Vibrio Parahaemolyticus Control Plans

• DoAG will perform 3 rounds of sampling this summer
• Sample for both Vp and Vv

• Samples show Vp is present in CT shellfish

• Controls are really important
• Shading starts in June 1st

• 5 hours from harvest to temperature control, 5 hours from temperature 
control to 50F starts June 1st

• 3 hours from havest to 50F in Norwalk, Westport and Darien start when DoAG 
determines the water temperature in the area is 68F



FDA Advisory

April 2023: 
“I am just writing to let you know we are going to issue press via a 
public advisory to amplify your recall to the general public on 
the FDA webpage and our social media site to support you. We will not 
issue any competing statements. This is a new policy and we have 
issued advisories in the past during recalls from TX and FL to support 
their efforts as well.”



Questions?


