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Gallup Family One Step Closer to Preserving
Farming Legacy

Thirteenth Generation Dairy Farm Protects 123 Acres in Voluntown

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT DoAg), in cooperation with
Connecticut Farmland Trust (CFT) and USDA-Natural Resources Conservation
Service (USDA-NRCS), is pleased to announce the third phase of a multi-year
project to permanently protect Gallup Homestead Farm in Voluntown has been
completed.

Gallup Homestead Farm is owned by Byron Gallup, a thirteenth-generation
dairy farmer. With no heirs and a strong desire to protect the family farming
legacy, he applied to CT DoAg’s Farmland Preservation Program with the goal
of protecting the land for future farmers outside of the family name.

“It has been an honor working with Byron Gallup to preserve his family’s farm
and I've learned his deep personal devotion to conservation in the process,”
said Kathleen Doherty, Connecticut Farmland Trust's Conservation Manager.
She added, “Keeping the family farm as farmland was also his father’s dream.
Preserving this 123-acre parcel is a key part of realizing the vision of ensuring
farming is a viable option for future generations of farmers.”

The farm encompasses approximately 500 acres in total, which has been
divided into a multi-phase project with separate easements to allow for more
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October 2021 protecting a combined total of 296 acres. This third easement,
Gallup Homestead Farm 1V, protects an additional 123-acres.

“Connecticut has a rich agricultural history and through the forward-thinking
actions of farmland owners such as the Gallup Family, it will remain that way,”
said Agriculture Commissioner Bryan P. Hurlburt. “Our working farmlands are
critical to sustaining our local food supply. Through collaboration with the
landowners and support of our partners, these smaller tracts of farmland will be
more accessible to new and beginning farmers when the time comes to transfer
or sell the property.”

Gallup Homestead Farm is also surrounded by the 26,000-acre Pachaug State
Forest and a 150-acre protected farm. This creates a cluster of farmlands
critical to keeping agriculture sustainable in Connecticut. To protect the land,
the CT DoAg approached CFT to assist in the purchase of the farm’s
development rights. CFT and the State jointly secured an Agricultural
Conservation Easement Program grant from the USDA-NRCS.

‘“NRCS has made a commitment to protecting Connecticut’'s working lands,”
said Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State Conservationist
Thomas L. Morgart. “Partnering with state and local officials — in this case the
Connecticut Department of Agriculture and the Connecticut Farmland Trust — to
place conservation easements on valuable farmland ensures the parcel will
never be subject to development. Almost 72 of the 123 acres being conserved
on Gallup Farm are prime and locally important farmland. This means they are
high yielding soils that are key to meeting short- and long-term needs to feed
and clothe a hungry world,” he said.

Through the NRCS Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP),
agricultural land easements protect the long-term viability of the nation’s food
supply by preventing the conversion of productive working lands to non-
agricultural uses. Land protected by these types of easements provide
additional public benefits including environmental quality, historic preservation,
wildlife habitat, and protection of open space.

This marks the sixth farm, and 456 acres protected this calendar year by CT
DoAg. Since the inception of the program in 1979 the state has protected 405
farms and 47,802 acres. For more information on Connecticut's Farmland
Preservation Program, visit our website for program overview, frequently asked
questions, and contact information.

CT DOAG ISSUES LICENSE RENEWAL REMINDER

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture reminds credential holders that
those listed below expire on December 31, 2022. All licenses and registrations
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bottom of the page, select “Renewal’, then select a license to renew. Payment
can be made by credit card (Visa, Mastercard, American Express or Discover),
and also by online check.

Food Safety licenses: Bulk Milk Tankers, Fruit and Vegetable Growers

Animal Control licenses: Animal Control Officers, Animal Importers, Animal
Shelters, Commercial Kennels, Grooming Facilities, Pet Shops and Training
Facilities

Animal Health licenses: Cervidae Herds, Swine Growers

Agricultural Commodities licenses: Commercial Animal Feed Manufacturers,
Commercial Feed (Product) Registration

ECTICUT

GROW

_—
A Wy of-Life

CT GROWN MARKETING TOOLS: LIST YOUR CSA
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In the upcoming months the Connecticut Grown campaign will be promoting
CSA's and we want to be sure your farm is included. The Department of
Agriculture maintains a list of Connecticut CSAs here. To add your farm to this
list, or to update the information on this page, please submit your information
here.

CONNECTICUT AGRICULTURE IN THE NEWS
Where to find reindeer (and goats dressed like them)_during_the holiday season

in CT, Stamford Advocate, 12/14

Why are Christmas trees more expensive in CT and the U.S. this year? SF
Gate, 12/13

“‘Connecticut’s Countryside” branding_initiative links four small towns, The Daily
Campus, 12/9

Christmas tree farms affected by weather extremes, from drought to
downpours, WTIC Hartford, 12/7

Community Steps Up to Help Beloved Family Farm in Watertown, NBC CT,
12/7

ONLINE COURSE OFFERING
SOIL HEALTH & CLIMATE ADAPTATION
FOR CT GROWERS

This online course includes:
How to analyze soils
Understanding soil health
Assessing farmland
Implementing conservation practices
Climate adaptation and mitigation
strategies

When: Online, asynchronous, 10 module course
running from Jan 11-Apr 1

Cost: $60 (530 reimbursed upon complation

by April Tst)

About the trainer: Kip Kolesinskas is a former
USDA-NRCS State Soil Scientist and current Solid
Ground Professional in Soll, Conservation,
and Land Usa

SIGN UP AT 5.UCONN.EDU/SOILCLASS

SOLID GROUND PRESENTS: A NEW ONLINE SOIL COURSE
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Kip Kolesinskas!

This 10-module online course is for growers looking to learn more about
analyzing their soils, understanding soil health, assessing farmland,
implementing conservation practices on the farm, and adaptation and mitigation
strategies that can be used in the face of a changing climate. The course will
run from 01/11/23 until 4/01/23.

The course was created by Kip Kolesinskas, a former USDA NRCS Soil
Scientist and current UConn Solid Ground Professional Soil, Conservation, and
Land Use Consultant.

The course will begin with a live online event on January 11th hosted by Kip,
after that you may work through the course at your own pace. Kip will host
another live online event on March 29th to wrap up the course, you will have
until April 1st to complete the modules. The fee for this course is $60, if you
have 8 of the 10 modules completed by 04/01/23, you are eligible to be
reimbursed half of the course fee ($30).

Deadline to enroll is January 3, 2023.

TRANSITION GRANT IN ACTION:
STEADFAST FARMS BRINGS POULTRY PROCESSING ON THE FARM

T Steadfast Farms, LLC began producing high-quality
game birds in 2017, after purchasing property in the
hills of Bethlehem. The Farm has consistently grown
y in customer base and revenue year after year,
1 balancing historic traditions with modern practices to

8l farm-raised game birds including pheasant, quail,
£ and squab.

The next step for Steadfast Farms was to not only
. | produce, but also process and package game bird
meat as an alternative option to mainstream poultry
for the general public and restaurants. Construction
of a poultry processing facility would provide customers locally raised meats
and establish a USDA compliant processing facility within the state of
Connecticut, which Connecticut is in short supply of.
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building, building out the interior walls, doors,
windows, electrical and plumbing
installations, outfitting the processing and
packaging space with all necessary
equipment, and completing a space
designated for breeding and brooding year-
round.

L ; 1 The “Grow Out” room was designated to house
& flocks for egg production in a temperature and
| lighting-controlled environment to stimulate breeding
| conditions year-round. The chicks would be moved

By coordinating game bird meat production and
&/ | processing, the growing cycle of mature birds is
| shortened to 8 weeks rather than the previous 16-24
weeks, allowing for more production in the growing
season. The meat birds will be grown in vertical
brooding units, allowing for larger quantities of birds to be produced on less
acreage. It is estimated that the facility at
peak production would be able to produce
20,000 game birds for meat within an 8-
week period.

Jared McCool, operating partner of
Steadfast Farms, says, “The new facility
provided the ability to produce more
dollars per acre. The efficient space
requirements and processes that this
project created for Steadfast Farms, LLC
will meet the demands of the market today, and allow us to scale with the
increasing demand expected over the next three years. This positions
Steadfast Farms, LLC to have a positive impact on the Connecticut Food
industry, Connecticut Grown Initiative, other local farmers, and increase
sustainable farming year-round.”

STEADFASTFABMS,LLC Are you a producer or agricultural

= cooperative looking to expand, transition,

' = diversify, or innovate your operation? The
A b digus vied adi il Nl 2023 Farm Transition Grant informational

06 Ty

BIRDS YOU CAN BRAG ON  VETERAN OWNED+OPERATED | guidance and app|icati0n are now

hil gl available. Applications will be accepted
80-3[]-78adfastfamsacom { through January 11, 2023, at 4:00 p.m.
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agricultural producers and agricultural cooperatives. The Farm Transition Grant
is provided through the State of Connecticut Farm Transition Grant Program,
established in 2005 through Public Act 05-228, An Act Concerning Farmland

Preservation, Land Protection, Affordable Housing, and Historic Preservation.
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STATE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR ADOPTION OF OVER 90 GOATS

Attorney General William Tong announced the state has secured permanent
custody of more than 90 neglected and injured goats seized from Redding
resident Nancy Burton in March 2021.

The goats will be available for adoption through an application process
facilitated by the Department of Agriculture. Parties interested in adopting any
of the goats should contact AGR.adoptions@ct.gov for more information.

The Connecticut Department of Agriculture, with the assistance of the Town of
Redding and the Redding Police Department, executed a search and seizure
warrant last year for the goats located at 147 Cross Highway in Redding. Sixty-
five goats seized from the home were evaluated and treated by a veterinarian.
The goats have since been in temporary custody of the Department of
Agriculture at the "Second Chance" Large Animal Rehabilitation Facility at the
York Correctional Facility in Niantic. Many of the goats were pregnant at the
time the state took custody and have since given birth. There are now over 90
goats available for adoption.

Removal of the animals is a last resort after attempting to work with the owner
to voluntarily improve the standard of care. Resources and support are
available for animal owners facing hardship. Livestock and domestic animal
owners are urged to reach out to the Department of Agriculture for assistance
at 860-713-2500.

Full press release available here.
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APPLICATION PERIOD: JANUARY 17 - FEBRUARY 28, 2023

The Women's Business Development Council's Equity Match Crant Program is designed to help
connecticut women-owned businesses grow! Gramts between $2,500 and $10,000 will be awarded for
clearly defined projects that will have a measurable impact on the business, its growth and
profitability. The grant funds cannet be used towards operating expenses, payroll, or real estate
improvements. Applicants are required to provide a minimum 25% match.

Eligibility

Businesses must:
be at least 51% worman-owned be in good standing with the CT
have been established for at least two years Departrment of Revenue Services {DRS)
have a record of annual sales/revenue in the last hawe an estahlished business checking
twelve months greater than $25,000 and less account
than $2,000,000 utilize a farmal, digital beokkeeping/
be headquartered in CT, registered in the state financial systam je.q., QuickBoaks)
of CT and owned by a CT resident be a for-profit business
be owned by a woman at least 18 years old

Thee fol lowing businesses are not eigiole:

£ ke cace s sesaes laee hitpsetwbd e ongiohlocare-businessFunc ing b iefe o berdio g ogee t.n 1es Bor o e one EER DA NSRS
il ol bise: presdogdy exsamd o BV o WRDC evic po g ovl mosl o sicfuri ket e aed ok disg e g i Btz
P AL AU, VA e el R Do e Sk oo S0k e Dusiesses tavi g 1 o w e gaeninling fpun sioies Targes, eash ke o,

s
sk sk g o g sl o B Bt g st o sorvises and euctse on boovkruploy g e o Sl g s o g ey sl ol
business” ot simi a° 38 8 curte VWBLC veardos o seotadts s e me vevdos ere eligh o ayees afte warking with wobc)

Match Requirement Information Sessions

For more information on the application process,
register for a live or pre-recorded information

Applicants are required to provide a session at ctwbde.orglelass-listings

milnimum 25% match, unless their business
is located in an economically distressed

community, as defined by CT DECD. ENGLISH SRANIEH
Thurs, 119 200 - 0D PM
Formrph.ifhbﬂm-r-e-im-!igm Wed, V25 T:00 AM - 12200 DM | Wed, VI8 12:00 PM - T6D PM
grant, the busliness must have imvested $2,500 in Mon, 110 5530 — &30 P wWied, 20 1000 - 1100 AM
their business ower the past 12 months OR be able _
ko invest an incremental $2500 of their swn funds Thurs, /8 1290 - £00 PM i, 31 150 - 620 P
in the purchass they are saeking to fund. Wied, 215 530 — 630 BM
Tues, /2110530 - TEGD AM

What Previous Recipients are Saying

“The grant hos been insperational for me, | feel very motivated fo show my worth and prave to myself that |
can achleve the goals | hove set. Having the equipment | needed to create o new line of products by using
a mare effective production process hos challenged me to get focused ond committed ta the goo! | hod
sat, That mothvation is pricedess.”

“it's been a year since | receied my equity match grant and sometimes | pinch myself at where wa've
came In that tire. 'm go proud ta have a stuclo space | can call rmy own and bring our clients and
emplovess into. Anytime | sea our emplavees using the eguipment we ooguired with the grant funds,
recall how vital thase iterns were to get us wup and running.”

Stamford - New Haven - New London | ctwbdc.org | info@ctwbde.org | 203-353-17500 o @ @

Learn mizne at chwbde. ong/eq uiby-rmatch-granit-program,'
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FOUNDATIONS -
OF SHELLFISH

FOUNDATIONS OF SHELLFISH FARMING TRAINING COURSE 2023

Foundations of Shellfish Farming is a training course for new and
prospective farmers and those who simply seek to learn more about
aquaculture practices and techniques. Topics that will be covered include: how
to establish and operate a shellfish business; leasing and permitting
requirements; considerations for gear, vessels, and facilities, shellfish biology,
aquaculture techniques and best practices, and risks involved in farming
shellfish. Although the course will concentrate on Long Island Sound waters
within the jurisdiction of Connecticut, the topics and practices covered are
applicable in the Northeast United States and potentially beyond.

When: Tuesdays, 5:30pm - 7:30pm, weekly from January 24 to April 11

Location: UConn Avery Point Campus, Groton, CT, Lowell P. Weicker Jr.
Building, Room 312

Cost: $300

Registration: http://s.uconn.edu/shellfish

Outline: http://s.uconn.edu/course-schedule

Instructors: Michael Gilman and Tessa L. Getchis

Sponsors: Connecticut Sea Grant, UConn Extension, and the Connecticut
Department of Agriculture

*This course meets the Connecticut Department of Agriculture eligibility
requirement for the submission of a Joint Agency Application for Marine
Aquaculture.
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RMA ROADSHOW

. - lopics include -
WHOLE FARM

" REVENUE PROTECTION

& MICRO FARM

o)

WORKSHOPS ON CROP INSURANCE FOR SPECIALTY CROP, ORGANIC
PRODUCERS

USDA Risk Management Agency (RMA) is offering workshops for agricultural
producers to learn about the latest updates and improvements to the Whole-
Farm Revenue Protection (WFRP) and the Micro Farm insurance options.
These workshops are especially important to specialty crop, organic, urban,
and direct-market producers. The Roadshows will include RMA Administrator
Marcia Bunger and other team members to highlight and answer questions
about these insurance options.

In-Person Events

o Tuesday, January 10 at 10 a.m. ET- Vernon, Connecticut
o Tolland Agricultural Center, Tolland County UConn Extension, 24
Hyde Ave, Vernon, Connecticut
o Hosted by: Valdosta Regional Office
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USDA Invites Ag Producers to Respond
Online to the 2022 Census of Agriculture

On November 22, 2022, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) mailed
survey codes to all known agriculture producers across the 50 states with an
invitation to respond online to the 2022 Census of Agriculture
at agcounts.usda.gov. The ag census is the nation’s only comprehensive and
impartial agriculture data for every state, county, and territory. By completing
the survey, producers across the nation can tell their story and help generate
impactful opportunities that better serve them and future generations of
producers.

The 2022 Census of Agriculture will be mailed in phases, with paper
questionnaires following in December. Producers need only respond once,
whether securely online or by mail. The online option offers timesaving features
ideal for busy producers. All responses are due Feb. 6, 2023. Farm
operations of all sizes, urban and rural, which produced and sold, or normally
would have sold, $1,000 or more of agricultural products in 2022, are included
in the ag census.

Collected in service to American agriculture since 1840 and now conducted
every five years by USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), the
Census of Agriculture is a complete picture of American agriculture today. It
highlights land use and ownership, producer characteristics, production
practices, income and expenditures, among other topics.

Between ag census years, NASS considers revisions to the questionnaire to
document changes and emerging trends in the industry. Changes to the 2022
questionnaire include new questions about the use of precision agriculture,
hemp production, hair sheep and updates to internet access questions.

Responding to the Census of Agriculture is required by law under Title 7 USC
2204(g) Public Law 105-113. The same law requires NASS to keep all
information confidential, to use the data only for statistical purposes, and only
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early 2024.

To learn more about the Census of Agriculture, visit nass.usda.gov/AgCensus.
On the website, producers and other data users can access frequently asked
questions, past ag census data, special study information, and more. For
highlights of these and the latest information, follow USDA NASS on twitter
@usda_nass.

SEEKING ROOTS FOR SCHOOLS

+ SCHOOLS FOR ROOTS!

Our Rooting for Winter campaign is here!
- where local farms and districts connect to
T - bring seasonal delicious carrots, potatoes,

" j turnips and more to the cafeteria!
wn@

) a, Are you a farm with Roots for sale?

éﬂﬁ @06 Let us know and we can connect you
ARE YOUR to a district looking to buy!

Click here for more information.

<* il Climate Smart Farming:
.Q CT A_ Agriculture and Forestry
Grant Available
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The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (CT DoAg) announces the Climate
Smart Farming: Agriculture and Forestry Grant Guidance is now available with
up to $7 million available in funding for projects which support climate smart
farming practices. Funding is provided through Public Act 22-118 Sec 12(b)(70)
which provides $7 million for fiscal year ending June 30, 2023. Applications
are due no later than 4:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 18, 2023.

The Climate Smart Farming: Agriculture and Forestry Grant can fund projects in
a variety of areas including, but not limited to:

. Providing technical assistance.

. Distributing a grant to producers.

. Coordinating training programs.

. Coordinating projects that pilot or demonstrate water and land-based
conservation practices.

5. Creating tools that help reduce barriers to accessing assistance for

climate smart farming.

6. Establishing equipment-sharing programs.

7. Other activities that will increase the number of farmers who are

implementing climate-smart agriculture and forestry practices.

A WODN -

Any agribusiness or entity, including nonprofit organization, soil and water
conservation district, colleges and universities, municipality or for-profit
organization in the State of Connecticut are eligible to apply.

All agricultural commodities can participate including aquaculture, agriculture
and forestry. In addition, all production types will be supported including
conventional/organic, indoor/outdoor, soil/water, and urban/rural.

CT DoAg plans to issue awards in varying amounts for program implementation
from May 1, 2023, through May 1, 2028.

There will be four application funding tiers:

Tier 1: $100,000 to $249,999

e Project duration: Up to 18 months
Tier 2: $250,000 to $499,999

e Project duration: 18 months up to 2 years
Tier 3: $500,000 to $999,999

¢ Project duration: 2-3 years

Tier 4: $1,000,000 and up
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Ihere 1s no match requirement for this grant.

An informational webinar will be held on Monday, December 19, 2022, at
10:00 a.m. to assist interested applicants in learning about eligible projects, the
submission process, and tips for writing an application. Registration is required
to attend this workshop. Please pre-register for the event here. Registered
attendees will be provided the webinar information 24 hours prior to the start.

Questions regarding the Climate Smart Farming: Agriculture & Forestry Grant
can be directed to Alison Grabarz at Alison.Grabarz@ct.gov. More information
on application requirements, submission process, and accompanying forms
can be found online at http://www.CTgrown.gov/grants.

DEFEND YOUR LIVELIHOOD! STOP AFRICAN SWINE FEVER

USDA has created a one-stop African swine fever resource, called Protect Our
Pigs, to help producers like you keep the deadly disease off your farm or facility

by providing:
| o

PROTECT
OURPIGS

FIGHT AFRICAN
SWINE FEVER

e Easy-to-understand biosecurity tips

e Downloadable fact sheets to educate
your workers on the threat

o Helpful videos to alert visitors on
expectations before coming to your site

¢ Attention-getting posters to hang at
your site

+ Ready-made graphics on protecting
your country's swine and food supply to
share on your social channels

e Timely USDA disease email alerts sent
to your inbox

Join other commercial producers, veterinarians, small farmers, and pet pig
owners who are banding together to protect our pigs from African swine fever.

Click here to Stay Informed.
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THE CARROT PROJECT PROVIDES SUPPORT FOR USDA'S NEWEST
CROP INSURANCE PROGRAM

Small-scale, diversified farmers — have
you heard the news? There’'s a new
insurance program available from USDA
called Micro Farm insurance, available
specifically for farmers making up to
$350,000 annually. If you've thought
federal crop insurance didn’t apply to you
before, well, things are starting to change!

Exploring
USDA Micro Farm Insurance

Learn about insurance options for small, diversified farms.

Build your toolkit for financial resilience.

How it Works: Micro Farm insurance

prepares your farm for the unexpected by

protecting your total farm revenue from

£ CALTOL oammore androgiser n the provided lnk losses in income. For example, if you're

insured for $100,000 and you only make

$30,000 during the year, you could receive a claim payment of $70,000 to

recover the difference. Coverage is based on your historic revenue over the
past three years along with your estimated revenue for the coverage year.

¢ In-person and virtual workshops
throughout December

¢ Self-guided, online tools

 Free, individual consultations

Unlike other crop insurance programs that cover only single commodities, this
insurance covers everything under one policy. This includes income from post-
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How The Carrot Project can help: With disruptive weather events getting
increasingly common and intense, The Carrot Project — a non-profit supporting
producers in MA, CT, and Rl - is encouraging farmers to consider every tool
available to help reduce risk and keep your farm running year after year. In
partnership with local organizations, we have a number of free support services
available to help you determine if Micro Farm insurance can work for you,
including:

¢ In-person and virtual workshops throughout December
o Self-guided, online tools
e Free, individual consultations

Check out The Carrot Project’s resources on USDA Micro Farm insurance and
register for workshops here:
https://thecarrotproject.salsalabs.org/microfarmworkshop20222023

If you have any questions or would like individualized support, reach out to
Amanda Chang, Outreach Coordinator at The Carrot Project, at
achang@thecarrotproject.org or 617-674-2371 x 10.

This material is based upon work supported by USDA/NIFA under Award
Number 2021-70027-34693.

" LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

FARM GRANTS

Funding for farmers seeking or holding
humane certification, and to improve
pasture-based systems for their animals.

APPLY ONLINE BY JANUARY 10, 2023

foodanimalconcernstrust.org/grants

https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022
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Food Animal Concerns Trust (FACT) is now accepting applications for our next
round of Fund-a-Farmer Grants! The deadline for livestock and poultry
farmers to apply is January 10, 2023. Grants will be awarded in March 2023.
(Learn more & apply online)

FACT awards competitive grants of up to $3,000 to working, independent
farmers located in the 50 United States and five major U.S. territories who raise
beef cattle, bison, broiler chickens, dairy cows, ducks, geese, goats, laying
hens, pigs, sheep and/or turkeys. This year, FACT will fund the following
types of projects:

» Farms that wish to improve and expand pasture for animals. These
grants for farms to transition to pasture-based systems, expand animals’
access to well-managed pasture, and improve the quality of pasture for
animals.

» Farms seeking one of three animal welfare certifications: Certified
Animal Welfare Approved by A Greener World, Certified Humane, or Global
Animal Partnership Animal Welfare Certified (steps 4 to 5+). These grants will
be made for on-farm projects that help improve animal welfare.

» Farms that already hold one of the welfare certifications above to build
capacity or maintain certification. These grants can be for on-farm production-
related projects, or for other projects related to the marketing, sales, and
distribution of welfare-certified products.

Before beginning your application, we encourage you to review the complete
list of grant guidelines and other resources, including several example
applications and tip sheets. If you have questions, please email us at
grants@foodanimalconcerns.org. We are happy to assist you and look forward
to receiving your application!

FIRST NORTHEAST DISABILITY AND AGRICULTURE CONFERENCE

The Northeast Disability and Agriculture Conference is a first-time regional
event designed to educate and empower the agricultural community. Through
workshops and presentations, farmer attendees will learn how to better
advocate for themselves, and service provider attendees will learn how to
identify potential distress risks within the community. Together attendees will
learn how to build a network sharing skills and resources to improve
accessibility and reduce industry incidents of suicide.

The conference team is excited to offer a hybrid experience; in-person and
limited virtual participation, on February 4, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00
p.m. at Harkness Memorial State Park (275 Great Neck Road, Waterford,
CT).The daylong event includes a Keynote speaker, breakout sessions, group
discussion, resources, and meals.
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stipend will be given to the first 50 farmers who identify as having a disability,
have registered in advance, and attend the full conference.

Sign up here to reserve your spot today! 2023 Northeast Disability &
Agriculture Conference

The event is coordinated by Healing By Growing Farms, a social impact farm
community that fosters a holistic healing approach reconnecting predominantly
brain injury and trauma survivors to themselves, nature, and the environment
while healing through farming. To learn more about our organization please visit
us at www.healingbygrowing.com.

Their aim for the conference is to be sensitive and responsive to the needs of
farmers, agricultural service providers and the community. They would
GREATLY appreciate your feedback to help them design conference content,
better identify gaps in disability awareness and needed services for participants
by participating in THEIR SURVEY.

For questions, please contact: healingbygrowingconferenceteam@gmail.com.

PROTECT YOUR AGRICULTURAL LAND WITH A CONSERVATION
EASEMENT

Are you a farmer with a deep connection to your land
or interest in protecting the future of the nation’s food
supply? Maybe you’re an agricultural landowner or
eligible entity interested in protecting the integrity of
your property? Why not consider safeguarding your &=
land with a conservation easement through the
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). NRCS accepts
applications year round; however, applications for FY2023 funding are
being accepted from now until January 31, 2023.

The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) protects the
agricultural viability and related conservation values of eligible land by limiting
nonagricultural uses which negatively affect agricultural uses and conservation
values, protect grazing uses and related conservation values by restoring or
conserving eligible grazing land, and protecting and restoring and enhancing
wetlands on eligible land. Under the Agricultural Land Easements (ALE)
component funds are provided to eligible entities that use ACEP funding to
purchase permanent agricultural land easements that not only protect the
future of the nation's food supply, but also support environmental quality,
wildlife habitat, and historic preservation and protection of open spaces.
Landowner applicants who are interested must apply through an eligible entity
— such as a land trust, municipality, or the Connecticut Department of
Agriculture. NRCS will prioritize applications that protect agricultural uses and
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Land eligible for agricultural easements includes cropland, grassland, and
pastureland; non-industrial private forest land may be enrolled when associated
with active agricultural land. Native American Tribes, state and local
governments, and non-governmental organizations that have farmland or
grassland protection programs are eligible to partner with NRCS to purchase
conservation easements.

Enrolling agricultural land helps secure the future of the nation’s food supply,
prevents it from being developed or going to a non-agricultural use, and
provides public benefits including environmental quality, historic preservation,
wildlife habitat, and protection of open space.

Applications must be submitted by January 31, 2023, to:

Carol Grasis

Assistant State Conservationist for Programs
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service
344 Merrow Road, Suite A

Tolland, CT 06084-3917

Not sure how to begin? Visit our website where you will find information on
benefits, how to apply, all the forms you will need, and more.

To speak to someone about filling out eligibility forms with the Farm Service
Agency (FSA), or to obtain an application, contact your local USDA Service
Center: Danielson — (860) 779-0557; Hamden — (203) 287-8038; Norwich —
(860) 887-3604; Torrington — (860) 626-8852; Windsor — (860) 688-7725;
Connecticut State Office, Tolland — (860) 871-4028.

DAIRY BUSINESS
INNOVATION CENTER

FALL DAIRY FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED BY NE-DBIC

New England Dairy Business Innovation Center is preparing to release
guidance on grants for this fall. Below is a list of funding opportunities coming
this fall.

Grants for Dairy Processors

o Existing Dairy Processor Expansion Grant (January): This grant will
be split into multiple funding tiers to accommodate processors of all
scales. Projects will focused on acquiring specialized equipment needed

https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022
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released in January.

o Dairy Processor Innovation Grant (January): Projects funded through
this program will support long term business investments that increase
dairy processor business consumer appeal and marketability of value-
added dairy products. Project areas can address sourcing, product
development, transportation/distribution, marketing/supply
chain, operations, employee welfare, consumer experience, utilization of
materials or systems that reduce carbon footprint, and beyond. Grant
opportunity released in January.

For more information visit their site below.

NEW DAIRY FARM INNOVATION & ALTERNATIVE MANAGEMENT GRANT
LAUNCHES

Between the economy, climate change, changing consumer preferences, and
generational transitions, dairy farmers juggle many challenges — but they’re
also in a unique position to positively address those challenges through
business innovation.

At the Northeast Dairy Business Innovation Center, we're excited to announce
the new Dairy Farm Innovation & Alternative Management Grant to support
farmers and producers in implementing community- and climate-forward
practices.

Open to licensed dairy farmers, producer associations, and technical
assistance providers in all Northeast states, this grant will fund projects that
lead to improved ecological and economic outcomes, as well as benefit the
broader dairy community.

Projects may include:

» Utilization of new technologies to improve animal health, enhance labor
efficiencies, reduce energy costs, and/or increase utilization of the farm’s
land base

» Adoption of non-standard animal management practices

¢ Milk handling and non-traditional approaches to consolidating milk

o Farm transfer, ownership, and/or training

o Water, waste, and manure management improvements

» Conversion or pilot testing of electric-powered equipment to replace fossil
fuel powered equipment

» Technological advancements associated with improved production
practices, soil management, nutrient management, financial analysis,
greenhouse gas emissions, and crop production

o Or other activities that improve management strategies and/or implement
innovative practices

Awards will range from $15,000 - $75,000 with a 25% match commitment.
https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022 23/28
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The application period will be open December 1, 2022 — February 2, 2023.

Read the RFA to prepare for your grant proposal

Ag_Market Pricing

Middlesex Livestock Auction - CT New Holland Dairy Auction - New

Prices provided on December 5, 2022 Holland, PA

CT Farmers' Market Prices Lancaster Farming_Hay Market

Prices provided on October 27, 2022 Report

Northeast Regional Eggs USDA Mexico Canada Weekly
Update

New England Shell Eggs

Wholesale Fruits & Vegetables -
Pennsylvania Weekly Cattle Auction Boston
Summary,

Wholesale Ornamental Flowers -
Pennsylvania Livestock Auction - Boston
Eighty Four, PA

Advertisements

Advertisement space can now be purchased online. Click here to have your
posting_added.

For Sale

Lynn Blackmer, local Nationwide Farm Insurance Agent. AFIS Certified.
Nationwide Farm Master Certified. Serving CT, RI & MA. Any type or size farm.
CT Farm Bureau members may qualify for a discount. Cell: 860-377-8947.
Iblackmer@caluoriinsurance.com. Evenings & weekends available. (1/27/22)

Rain Flo irrigation pump. Four inch discharge. New condition. Please call 860-
841-3082.

Dried Sawdust / Different Grades, $20 per yard. You pick up or delivered with
additional charge. 860-642-7084. Blue Slope Sawdust.

https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022
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John Bean 200-gallon stainless-steel high-pressure sprayer on skids. 100 ft.
hose on reel, premium J. Bean model 785-gun, mechanical agitation, Honda
OHV motor. $2,200 or best offer. 203-283-1459.

Walk behind Gravely tractor with sickle mower. $400. Very good, workable
condition. 860-875-8056.

Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first independent NATIONWIDE
Agri-Business Insurance Agency. Christmas tree growers, beekeepers, sheep
breeders, organic farmers and all others, call us for all your insurance needs.
800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com

Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do it all. Call Blumenthal &
Donahue 800-554-8049 or www.bludon.com

Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer control, gardens, & beehives.
Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-2290.

The SIG Insurance Agencies offer a wide range of carriers, can save you up to
23% on your farm insurance and provide better protection. References
available from satisfied farmers. Call us for all your insurance needs with
locations in CT, RI, NY and NH. Contact our AG department at 866-346-3744,
option 4.

Transplanters, vacuum seeders, fertilizer applicators, garlic and potato planters
and harvesters. High quality Italian-made precision equipment for the
vegetable, tobacco, hemp, fruit, and floral markets. Call or email us today for
details. Griffin Farm Equipment, LLC. 860-508-2426, Griffinfarm@aol.com;
www.griffinfarmtools.com

Wanted

42-R. EZTRAIL kicker bale wagons, any condition. Cash paid. Call or text
George, 860-918-5442.

Interested in Advertising? Click here for details on rates and submission.

Employment Opportunities

New London Community Meal Center is seeking a Local Food Access
Coordinator (LFAC) to perform all aspects of purchasing for the LFPA project
and for managing the inventory, distribution and control of those items for all
distribution locations. The Coordinator must work with organizational
representatives to identify the products to be purchased, identify the most
appropriate source for the products, confirm all aspects of pricing, confirm all
deliveries, maintain an inventory control database and work with the NLCMC
bookkeeper on invoicing. In addition, the Coordinator will work with the Food

https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022
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healthy food access for low income consumers. Within this framework, the
Coordinator will work towards long term systemic change, through a food
justice lens, with partners including , FRESH New London, the HIC, and other
area organizations. The position is “housed” at the NLCMC with shared
supervision by the NLCMC and community partners. For more information and

to apply, click here.

The Southern New England Farmers of Color Collaborative (SNEFCC) is
reaching out with exciting news that we are hiring three positions! This is an
exciting opportunity to join our team and work closely with farmers of color in
the region. All team members will contribute to the completion of deliverables
associated with grant-funded projects. SNEFCC commits to hiring each of
these positions for up to 20 to 24 months.

Position openings:

e Project Manager
» Project Coordinator 1
¢ Project Coordinator 2

Applicants are invited to submit a resume and cover letter expressing their
interest in the position(s) below. Email your application package to Karen

Spiller at kspiller4@gmail.com by December 16, 5:00 p.m.. In the subject line
of your email please use: APPLICATION TO SNEFCC - [FIRST & LAST NAME]

The__State of Connecticut, Department of Agriculture (DAG) Bureau

Aquaculture is currently recruiting for one (1)_Environmental Protection

Translate ¥

of

Fisheries Biologist 1 position.

The Bureau of Aquaculture, with laboratory facilities in Milford, is tasked with

overseeing marine and inland aquaculture related production activities.

About this Role:

o Performs bacteriological analyses of seawater and shellfish. Prepares
reagents; utilizes universal laboratory precautions; utilizes computers
related to laboratory instrumentation, quality assurance data and test
reports; maintains records and prepares reports; performs related duties

as required.

o Knowledge of current principles and practices of equipment and
instruments used in modern laboratories; knowledge of applicable
analytical techniques; knowledge of quality assurance and quality control
policies and procedures; knowledge of universal laboratory precautions;
knowledge of basic laboratory hazards and safety; oral and written
communication skills; interpersonal skills; ability to perform standard

microbiological functions; ability to utilize computer software

https://mailchi.mp/ct.gov/ctagreportdecember162022
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UConn Extension’s 2023 Vegetable & Small Fruit
Growers’ Conference

Wednesday, January 4, 2023
Sheraton Hartford South Hotel
100 Capital Blvd, Rocky Hill, CT 06067

Trade Srow: 55, 10:00-10:45, 12:00 -1:00

BO0-8:0 Reskralion, sreaklasl, socialize, visil Lade show

Merning Madzratar - Mary Coacklia, Fruit Extension Spadalist Emaritus, UConn

Welcorre: Indrajeet Chaubey, Deat of CAHNR, UComn

00 Nut-fent managerment n sweet oo George Hamilon, Emeritus Professor, UNH

9:30 Vegetabla banefits and disaase cantrol of nanotechnalogy Wade Elmer, CAES

10:00 Ansouncemencs

10:15 Break trade showcoffee 2tea)

10:45 Plug strawberries VS bare raat strawberrles - pros and cons of bath Tim Nourse, Nourse
Farms 11:15 Small scale bean thrashing project with UConn enginearing students Susan Mitchell,
Ciover eigh Farm

1135 Trap crop- UConn research update Ana Legrand, UConn

11:50 New oppartunities to sell to K-12 schools and early care providers. Jiff Martin, UConn
12:00-1:60 Lunch breaktrade show

Alternoon Meseraior - shuresh Ghimire, vegetable Extension Soec alis, Uont

1:00 Winter Growlng In low tunnels. Robert Durgy, CAES WHEN & WHERE REGISTER TODAY!
1:30 Drone imaging to monitor potato leafhoppar damags in the fiele. thandi Witharana, Utonn
1245 Srwtserr es i irigalo v erligal 6n Trevar Hardy and Zoe Stapp, Brooksale Fruk Farnn Janvary 4, 2023 4 .
215 Ozone microbubble for produce safety Abhinav Upadhyay, UCenn Register Onlina a1
230 M-l and 301 nealth growe s panal Ammie Jones, jones Family Farm, Bryan O'1ars, Tabacce Road I T — httesds.uconn edufeivie20a3undeshow
FarmotherstBR ) h | 100 Cophtal Blvd., Rocky Hill CT 05067
330 Pesticide recertificanion credits and social ze: £ CEU aoproved ~.
Set up Is from 7.00-7:45, trade show is

Conference ngenda is available at:

from e:00-8:55am, 10:30-11000m ond S iy

REGISTRATION:

12:00-100pm.
Regular: Farly Bird (prior o 12/29) $50.00 {+41.GD processing fee}
After 12429 $76.60 same day registraton will e a vailable, tasn or check orly WHAT? o i
httpsiifs aeonn.edufcre 2023 cgistration QUESTIONS? CONTACT US!
Sden st did (pEef (/0% 30,00 Tho/eriuol Uborin Extension yenetdleand e 860-875-3331
Alter 50.C0. same day registrat on will be availabe, cash or check ony. You MUST Fruit Growers® Canference wil toke ploce an
prcmnr your schoal ar student ID when yau chec < in the day of the event, Wednesday, Junuery 4, 2038 Roughly 225- © whoncuconecy
http edufctvt 2023studentrestration 250 people oicended this conference inpost
yEors. We hove 30-35 tohles ovailohle for o @ hetpsffipmeohnr ueonnedu
Contact tolls nd@iconn adi BEG 8753331 I you nave any questions trode show held during the conference for
$130.00 per table. Tobles will ke first came,
first serva bosis, and hove sold out in the
CONN UCONN
4 CAES L CAES  smummar
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