
Connecticut Agriculture - An overview of the state’s 
food, farming and agribusiness sectors 

From idyllic family farms that have stood the test of 
time to high-tech drones and robotic milking machines on 
dairy farms, Connecticut agriculture is extremely diverse. 
Not only in what the state produces, but how it’s produced 
as well. With almost 6,000 farms covering 440,000 acres, 
these varied operations encompass 14 percent of Con-
necticut’s land base.  

  Each year, the agriculture in-
dustry contributes about $4 billion 
to the state’s economy, and every 
dollar in agricultural sales gener-
ates an additional $2 in Connecti-
cut’s economy. Even more impres-
sive, the industry provides close to 
22,000 jobs statewide, with two-
thirds of those jobs coming from 
agricultural production. 
 

What’s Growing in  
Connecticut - A glimpse at the 

state’s leading ag products 
based on cash receipts 

  The greenhouse, nursery, flori-
culture and sod sector is by far the 
largest farm sector in Connecticut 
with direct sales of $252.9M.  Con-
necticut’s poultry and egg produc-
tion sector ranked third in the 
state, just behind dairy with 
$48.9M based on cash receipts. 
Connecticut ranks eighth in the 
U.S. for tobacco production with 
$35.7M in cash receipts. The state 
is best known for its Connecticut 
Shade tobacco grown along the 
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The Connecticut Department of Agriculture (DoAg) has 
released the second annual issue of Connecticut Grown Maga-
zine. 

The magazine provides an overview of Connecticut’s di-
verse and thriving agricultural industry and its importance to the 
state’s economy. 

The magazine, which is funded through sales of advertise-
ments that appear in it, is produced by DoAg in collaboration 
with Journal Communications Inc., which 
produces similar publications for many 
states across the country showcasing the 
positive contributions of agriculture. 

Governor Dannel P. Malloy present-
ed Agriculture Commissioner Steven K. 
Reviczky with an award for development 
of the magazine during Agriculture Day 
at the Capitol, which was held on March 
21, 2018. 

“It’s an honor for the Department of 
Agriculture to be recognized for its efforts 
to promote Connecticut agriculture 
through partnerships that leverage re-
sources outside the state budget. I com-
mend my staff for the fine work they do,” 
said Reviczky. 

The magazine is distributed to a 
wide audience of agricultural organiza-
tions and businesses, as well as munici-
pal libraries, town halls and a variety of 
other outlets. To request copies of the 
magazine please call 860-713-2538 or 
email Rebecca.Eddy@ct.gov. 

The publication is also available 
online at www.CTagriculture.com. 

Following are excerpts from some of 
the magazine’s articles:  

 DoAg has released the 2018 issue of 
Connecticut Grown magazine. 

https://www.farmflavor.com/connecticut-agriculture/
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NORTHEAST EGGS/USDA 
          Per doz. Grade A and Grade A white  
          in cartons to retailers (volume buyers)  

XTRA LARGE                     .84         .98 
LARGE                    .78         .92 
MEDIUM                   .71       .84 
 

      NEW ENGLAND SHELL EGGS 
                  Per doz. Grade A brown in  
          carton delivered store door. (Range) 

XTRA LARGE            1.48       1.79 
LARGE              1.47       1.69 
MEDIUM                1.21       1.30 
SMALL                        .82       .92 
 

      LANCASTER, PA LIVESTOCK  
   Avg. Dressing. Per cwt. Unless noted 
                         LOW           HIGH 

SLAUGHTER COWS Avg. Dressing  
   breakers 75-80% lean            62.00     67.50 
 boners 80-85% lean           57.00     62.00 
   lean 88-90% lean               53.00     61.00 
SLAUGHTER STEERS   
 Hi Ch/Prime 3-4                113.00   117.00
 Choice 2-3              108.00   112.00 
 Select 1-2                  104.00   108.00 
SLAUGHTER HOLSTEINS   
 Hi Choice/Prime 3-4            82.00     84.50 
 Choice 2-3            79.00     80.50 
 Select 1-2                    74.00     79.00 
CALVES - Graded bull 
 No 1 120-130 lbs            90.00     90.00 
 No 1 80-118 lbs       107.00   122.00 
SLAUGHTER LAMBS: Wooled & Shorn  
             Markets: Choice and Prime 2-3 
 90-110 lbs              225.00   250.00 
 110-130 lbs                           222.00   242.00 
 SLAUGHTER EWES: Good 2-3 
 80-120 lbs            95.00   115.00 
 120-160 lbs             80.00   110.00 
 160-200 lbs                       80.00   105.00 
 200-300 lbs                             80.00   105.00 
SLAUGHTER KIDS: Sel  1 
 20-40 lbs           130.00   155.00 
 40-60 lbs                               165.00   185.00 
 60-80 lbs               185.00   215.00 
   80-100 lbs                             230.00   255.00 
SLAUGHTER NANNIES/DOES: Sel  1 
 80-130 lbs                           190.00   212.00 
 130-180 lbs            215.00   235.00 
SLAUGHTER BUCKS/BILLIES: Sel  1 

 100-150 lbs            255.00   280.00 
   150-250 lbs            290.00   345.00 
  

NEW HOLLAND, PA. HOG AUCTION 
Per cwt.   

 52-56    200-300 lbs      56.00       61.00 
 48-52   200-300 lbs      51.00        57.00
      300-350 lbs          49.00       55.00 
   Sows, US 1-3  
      300-500 lbs        28.00        35.00 
      500-725 lbs        29.50       35.50 
 Boars      450-750 lbs             5.00    13.00 

 
CARLISLE , PA. FEEDER PIGS 

Per cwt.   

 US 1-2    16-20 lbs        200.00     210.00 
      22-27 lbs        150.00      200.00
      39-46 lbs           130.00     132.00 
      56-59 lbs                96.00       98.00 
      60-69 lbs                86.00     120.00 
      70-79 lbs        70.00       82.00 
      82-89 lbs          68.00       96.00 
         91-93 lbs               62.00        69.00 
      102-104 lbs           82.00        85.00 
      146 lbs                  65.00        65.00 

WHOLESALE FRUITS & VEGETABLES   
 Boston Terminal and Wholesale Grower Prices  

   CONNECTICUT AND NEW ENGLAND GROWN  
           
                    LOW    HIGH  
 ALFALFA SPROUTS, 5 LBS    14.00  15.00 
 APPLE,CORTLAND, XFCY, 72   30.00  31.00 
 APPLE,CORTLAND,XFCY, 80   30.00  31.00 
 APPLE,CORTLAND,XFCY, 88   30.00  31.00 
 APPLE,CORT, FNCY,12-3LB,2-1/2” 21.00  22.00 
 APPLE, GALA, #1, 12-3LB, 2-1/2”  21.00  21.00 
 APPLE,MAC,FCY,TRYPK, 80    21.00  21.00 
 APPLE,MAC,FCY,TRYPK, 88    21.00  21.00 
 APPLE,MAC,FCY,TRYPK,125   16.00  18.00 
 APPLE,MAC,FCY,TRYPK, 138   16.00  18.00 
 APPLE,MAC,XFCY,TRYPK 80   30.00  31.00 
 APPLE,MAC,XFCY,TRYPK 88   30.00  31.00 
 APPLE,MAC,XFCY,TRYPK 100   24.00  24.00 
 APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 64     24.00  24.00 
 APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 72     24.00  24.00 
 APPLE, RED DEL, FCY, 80     24.00  24.00 
 APPLE,REDDEL, #1,12-3LB,2-1/2” 20.00  20.00 
 BEAN SPROUTS,10 LBS        6.00    7.00 
 BEAN SPROUTS, 12-12 OZ     12.00  15.00 
 CIDER, 4–1 GALLON        22.00  22.00 
 CIDER, 9-1/2 GALLON       26.00  26.00 
 FIDDLEHEADS, PER LB        7.00     8.00 
 PARSNIPS, 20 LB LOOSE, MED     25.00   25.00 
 PARSNIPS, 18-1 LB, MEDIUM   23.00   23.00 
 POTATO,RNDRED,#1,SZA,50LB  14.00  14.00 
 POTATO,RNDRED,#1,SZB,50LB  16.00  17.00 
 RHUBARB, OPNFIELD, 20 LB     36.00  36.00 
 TOMS, GHSE, ONVINE, 11 LB   16.00  16.00 

 

BOSTON MARKET ORGANIC 
Price Range. Per unit.  

 ASPARAGUS,CD,11LB,BNCH,L    32.00   32.00 
 BLUEBERRY, FL, 12-6OZ, M           30.00    30.00 
 CABBAGE, GREEN, 45 LBS          28.00    28.00 
 CARROTS, CA, 48-1 LB, M-L    36.00    36.00 
 CUKES, 1/2 BU, 12            18.00    18.00 
 EGGPLANT, FL, 1-1/9        29.00    29.00 
 KALE, 12 BUNCHES                       27.00    27.00 
 LETTC,RMAINE,CA/AZ,12-18OZ   42.00    42.00 
 MESCLIN MIX, CA, 3 LBS          8.50      9.00 

  

BOSTON SHIPPED IN 
Price Range. Per unit.  

 ASPARAGUS, NJ, 28 LB BNCH,S   55.00   56.00 
 BEETS, NJ, 12 BN/CRATE              16.00    16.00 
 BOK CHOY, NJ,  1.6 BU CARTON 24.00    26.00 
 CABBAGE, RED, GA, 50 LB, M    20.00  22.00 
 CABBGE,GRN,ORG,FL,45LB,M/L   28.00  28.00 
 CABBAGE, SAVOY,GA,40 LB,M/L   18.00  20.00 
 COLLARDS, GA, 12 BNCH/CTN  12.00  14.00 
 CUKES, WAXED, FL, 1-1/9, M   22.00  24.00 
 DANDELION GRNS, NJ, 12     16.00  18.00 
 EGGPLANT, FL, 1-1/9,LARGE         14.00   15.00 
 ENDIVE, NJ, 1.3 BU, 24       18.00  20.00 
 ESCAROLE, NJ, 1.3 BU, 24     18.00  20.00 
 KALE, MULTI, CA, 24        24.00  24.00 
 LEEKS, NJ, 12 BNCHS/CTN    16.00   16.00 
 LETTC,BSTN GHS,CD,CLAM,12-4  16.00   17.00 
 LETTC,RED/GRNLF,CA/AZ, 24   26.00  30.00 
 MACHE, GHS, PA, 3 LBS      12.00   13.00 
 MESCLIN MIX, CA, 3 LBS        6.00    7.00 
 MUSTARD, CRLY, GA, 12      14.00  14.00 
 PARSLEY, PLAIN, NJ, 60BN/CTN   20.00  20.00 
 PARSLEY, CURLY, NJ, 60 BN   20.00  20.00 
 PEAS,ENGLISH, CA, BU        70.00   70.00 
 PEAS, SUGR SNP, GT, 10 LB         20.00   22.00 
   PEAS, SNOW, GT, 10 LB           24.00   26.00 
 PEPPERS, FL, 1-1/9, LARGE    18.00  18.00 
 POTATO,WHT,FL,3/4-1-5/8”,50LB 60.00  65.00 
 POTATO,YLW,FL,3/4-1-5/8”,50LB  63.00  65.00 
 RADISHES, CA, 24 BN/CRATE   14.00  15.00 

MIDDLESEX LIVESTOCK AUCTION                         
Middlefield, CT - May 28, 2018  

 

Bob Calves:         LOW          HIGH   
45-60 lbs.            20.00            32.00 
61-75 lbs.            60.00        65.00 
76-90 lbs.          67.50        70.00 
91-105 lbs.         75.00        80.00 
106 lbs. & up           85.00        87.50 
Farm Calves          240.00         260.00 
Starter Calves          25.00            35.00 
Veal Calves           125.00    160.00 
Feeder Heifers         80.00    150.00 
Beef Heifers          63.00            68.00 
Feeder Steers            90.00      110.00 
Beef Steers         83.00          87.00 
Feeder Bulls           70.00      130.00 
Beef Bulls            76.00      85.00 
Replacement Cows       n/a      n/a 
Replacement Heifers            n/a      n/a 
Boars                 n/a      n/a 
Sows                               25.00            27.00 
Butcher Hogs each           n/a      n/a 
Feeder Pigs each           12.50      30.00 
Sheep each                     115.00              230.00 
Lambs each        107.00        265.00 
Goats each                   140.00           270.00 
Kid Goats each               55.00          150.00 
Canners           up to          60.50 
Cutters           61.00         64.00 
Utility Grade Cows     65.00          68.00 
Rabbits each          5.00          25.00 
Chickens each           4.00          50.00 
Ducks each                       3.00           18.00 

 
HARTFORD REGIONAL MARKET 
FARMERS’ MARKET FLOWERS 

Price published is $/unit listed.  
 

PERENNIAL, 1 GAL           9.00     10.00 
PERENNIAL, 2 GAL         12.00             12.00 
HANGER, FLOWER, 10”    5.00             20.00 
HANGER, FLOWER, 11”  12.00             15.00 
HNGR,FLWR,11”, 2 FOR 25.00             25.00 
HANGER, FLOWER, 12”  20.00             25.00 
COMBO POTS, 6”, EA       7.00               7.00    
ASSTD 4.5” POTS, EA       3.50               3.50 
ASSTD 4.5” POTS, TRAY30.00              30.00 
ASSTD 4” POTS, TRAY   20.00              20.00 
48 PLANT FLAT, EA        10.00              20.00 
48 PLT FLAT, 3 FOR      25.00              25.00 
WINDOW BOX                 15.00              15.00 
WINDOW BOX, 2 FOR     25.00              25.00 
GERANIUMS, /TRAY       25.00              25.00 
GERANIUMS, 2 TRAYS   45.00              45.00 
VEG PLTS, 6 PK, EA          1.00               2.00 
HIBISCUS PLT, EA     25.00              25.00 
 

BOSTON MARKET CUT FLOWERS 
 Wholesale price. $/unit listed.  

ASTILBE, 10/BN, NL, M   14.00              14.00    
CELOSIA,XCM CA, /BN,L10.00              10.00 
DELPH,CA,/BN,L                9.50              10.00 
GLADS, CA, 10/BN, L       15.00              15.00 
LAVENDER, PA, /BN, L    10.00             10.00 
LILAC,NTRL,/BL,NENG,L 90.00             90.00 
LILYOVALLY,NENG,L,25  10.00             10.00 
PEONY,SEMDBL,NJ,10,L 25.00             25.00 
PEONY, NJ, /STEM, L         2.95               3.95 
RANUNCULUS,CD, 10, L  20.00             20.00 
SNAPDRGN,NENG,10/, L 12.50             13.50 
SWEETPEA,NL,10/BN,L   13.50             15.00 
SWEETWILL, CA, /BN         7.50              7.50 
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Connecticut River Valley under shade cloth. This variety 
produces some of the world’s finest cigar wrappers. 

 

Fueling the Future - Schools provide  
children with locally sourced food 

The leaders of tomorrow line up every day in the cafe-
teria, with outstretched trays, hungry bellies and eager 
minds. Norwich Public Schools is at the forefront of a na-
tionwide movement to bring high-quality, locally grown 
produce to students at school.  

They started out small, buying a few cases of apples 
from a local orchard every other week. But thanks to the 
efforts of Norwich Public Schools food service director 
Erin Perpetua, local growers and a supportive school ad-
ministration, they have expanded to now bring more than 
10,000 pounds of locally grown produce each year to 27 
school cafeterias in three New London County school dis-
tricts. 

The farm-to-school program supports Connecticut’s 
agricultural economy by increasing purchases of locally 
grown produce to serve in school cafeterias and provides 
a diversified income stream for small to midsize family-
owned farms in Connecticut. 

 

Agriculture Looks Ahead - Connecticut  
cultivates a new crop of agricultural experts 

Advancements in agricultural research and technology 
have revolutionized the field of agriculture. Thanks to Con-
necticut’s Agricultural Science and Technology Education 
(ASTE) program, students are graduating well-equipped to 
meet the challenges of modern agriculture.  

Since 1955, Connecticut has offered high school stu-
dents the opportunity to have a concentrated agricultural 
curriculum. The ASTE program began with a single pilot 
school, and has grown to include approximately 3,500 
students in 19 regional agricultural science and technolo-
gy centers located within high schools across the state. 

 

A for Ag Education - Students gain valuable skills 
through Connecticut FFA program 

Chartered in 1930 with 40 original chapters, the Con-
necticut FFA Association is now paired with the 19 region-
al agricultural science and technology education (ASTE) 
centers located within high schools across the state. 

 

What’s Brewing in Connecticut? - Spike in  
local breweries drives hops production 

The recent explosion of local brewery openings has 
fueled a remarkable surge in the local commercial produc-
tion of hops, a flower used to add flavor, fragrance and 
bitterness to beer.  

The Connecticut Hop Growers Association expects 
acreage to double in 2018 to 40 acres of hops, a challeng-
ing, high-investment perennial crop that requires trellising 
and takes about three years to establish.  

While craft breweries created the demand for local 
hops, Connecticut legislation and research have support-
ed the expansion of hops production, now a promising, 
profitable business venture in the state. 

FOR SALE 

1-R. Blumenthal & Donahue is now Connecticut’s first inde-
pendent NATIONWIDE Agri-Business Insurance Agency. 
Christmas tree growers, beekeepers, sheep breeders, organic 
farmers and all others, call us for all your insurance needs. 800
-554-8049 or www.bludon.com 

 
2-R. Farm, homeowner and commercial insurance—we do 

it all. Call Blumenthal & Donahue 800-554-8049 or   
www.bludon.com 

 
3-R.  Gallagher electric fencing for farms, horses, deer 

control, gardens, & beehives. Sonpal’s Power Fence 860-491-
2290. 

 
4-R.  Packaging for egg sales. New egg cartons, flats, egg 

cases, 30 doz and 15 doz. Polinsky Farm 860-376-2227. 
 
5-R. Nationwide Agribusiness Insurance Program, en-

dorsed by the CT Farm Bureau, save up to 23% on your farm 
insurance and get better protection. References available from 
satisfied farmers. Call Marci today at 203-444-6553. 

 
29-R. Round hay bales. Large. Unwrapped. 1st cutting. 

Fertilized grass hay. $40.00 a bale and up. 203-264-2217. 
 
46. Farm equipment/tag sale. June2-June 9. Tractors, trail-

ers, 3 pt hitch equipment, landscape equipment, tires, garden 
tools, lawn mowers, rototillers. Miscellaneous tag sale items: 
electrical/plumbing/household. 37 Buck Road, Hebron, CT 
06248.  

 
47-R. Garlic, organically, locally grown for fall planting. 

Available in August. 860-391-3466.  
 

WANTED 
7-R. Livestock wanted: Dairy cattle, heifers of any age, 

beef cows, bulls, steers, feeder cattle, veal, groups of sheep 
and goats. RyanM01@comcast.net or 860-655-0958. If no an-
swer, leave message. All calls returned.  

 
42-R. Artisan cheesemaker searching for a farm or land to 

buy or land with a barn in Middlesex or New London counties. 
Please contact Julie at 516-801-0888. 

 
44-R. John Deere 510 or 410 backhoe loader for parts or 

right side stabilizer cylinder. Tel. 860-208-0353.  
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
6-R. Farm/Land specializing in land, farms, and all types of 

Real Estate.  Established Broker with a lifetime of agricultural 
experience and 40 years of finance.  Representing both Buyers 
and Sellers.  Call Clint Charter of Wallace-Tetreault Realty 
(860) 644-5667. 

 
AG JOB CONNECTION 

45-R.Strong Family Farm, Vernon’s 501 (c)3 community 
farm is looking for a PT Executive Director and PT Store Man-
ager. For more information go to http://
www.strongfamilyfarm.org. 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

(continued on Page 4) 
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Advertising Rates:  Fifteen or fewer words: $3.75 per insertion.  
More than 15 words: 25 cents per word per insertion. Ads must be 
related to agriculture in Connecticut and are accepted on a first-
come, first-served basis. Payment must be received by noon on 
Friday before publication the following Wednesday. Make check or 
money order payable to the Connecticut  Dept. of Agriculture, and 
mail copy and remittance to the depart-
ment at 450 Columbus Blvd., Suite 701, 
Hartford, CT 06103. For more infor-
mation contact Jane.Murdock@ct.gov 
or call 860-713-2588. 

 

POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to the 

Connecticut Department of 
Agriculture, 450 Columbus 
Blvd., Suite 701, Hartford, 

CT 06103.   
 

Print subscriptions  
expire Dec. 31, 2019. 

Farming Goes High-Tech - Farm families improve  
efficiencies with eye-opening gadgets 

On some Connecticut farms, robots milk cows, fitness 
tracker-like collars track cow activity, solar panels power 
barns and methane digesters heat farmhouses.  

Connecticut farmers find that equipment technologies 
help them feed more people in responsible, sustainable 
ways as farms improve efficiencies and maximize re-
sources. Meanwhile, these gadgets can make cows hap-
pier and reduce the carbon footprint of agriculture. 

 

This Land is Our Land - Farmland preservation  
supports Southbury Farms collaboration 

Nestled among rolling hills and scenic waterways, 
Southbury Farms at Southbury Training School is a piece 
of history, preserved for generations to come. Through the 
cooperation of the governor, legislature, state agencies, 
municipalities and nonprofit organizations, this 921-acre 
farm is protected from development, and reserved for pub-
lic enjoyment and agricultural endeavors.  

Five farmers are currently permitted to farm a total of 
370 acres of the preserved land, including Platt Farm, a 
ninth generation dairy farm with 60 milking cows that oper-
ates as part of the Agri-Mark/Cabot Creamery Co-
operative. 

Roots Run Deep - Connecticut  
recognizes Century Farm families 

Family farms passed from generation to generation 
are a testament to the tenacity and dedication of Connect-
icut farmers through the ages.  

The Connecticut Century Farm Award is given to 
farms that have been in a family operation for more than 
100 years and have the potential to be successful for at 
least another 100 years. The Connecticut Agricultural In-
formation Council annually selects the recipients.  

 

A Day in the Life - Walk through a typical day  
with a Connecticut farmer 

5 a.m.: Ring, ring. The alarm clock goes off and the 
coffeepot turns on at Sweet Acre Farm, owned by Jona-
than and Charlotte Ross. Over breakfast, they plan the 
workday, including harvest lists, farm-crew field tasks and  
more. 

 

Generations of Growth - Farm builds upon  
knowledge of forefathers 

A saying from Jamie Jones’ three-greats-ago grandfa-
ther endures as the mantra for the farm today: Be good to 
the land, and the land will be good to you.  

The Jones Farm story begins with Philip James 
Jones, who sailed from Ireland in the mid-1800s. In his 
lifetime, Philip worked and accumulated between 250 and 
300 acres in the rolling White Hills, and much of that land 
is still part of the 400-acre farm today. 

CONNECTICUT  DEPARTMENT 
OF AGRICULTURE 

www.CTGrown.gov     
860-713-2500 

Commissioner 
steven.reviczky@ct.gov 

Steven K. Reviczky 
860-713-2501 

Agricultural Development 
and Resource Conservation  
linda.piotrowicz@ct.gov 

Linda Piotrowicz 
860-713-2503 

Regional Market 
linda.piotrowicz@ct.gov 

Linda Piotrowicz 
860-566-3699 

Regulatory Services 
bruce.sherman@ct.gov 

Dr. Bruce Sherman 
860-713-2504 

State Veterinarian 
mary.lis@ct.gov 

Dr. Mary J. Lis 
860-713-2505 

Aquaculture 
david.carey@ct.gov 

David Carey 
203-874-2855 
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