Overview:
The Farm Transition Grant Program (FTG) (C.G.S. Sec. 22-26k) is a competitive matching grant program for Connecticut farmers and agricultural cooperatives to support the diversification of existing farm operations, transitioning to value-added agricultural production and sales, and other venues in which a majority of products sold are grown in the state. 

Please be aware: These are reimbursement grants. Incomplete projects cannot be fully reimbursed.

Application Period: Tuesday, January 18 – Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 4:00pm

2022 Farm Transition Grant Categories: 
Four unique grant categories, for which eligible applicants can apply, are available. Applicants shall select the category for which they think their project most closely qualifies. DoAg reserves the right to alter the grant category selected by the applicant. Below are summaries of each category.
· New Farmer Micro Grant: Micro grants to support new individuals/partnerships who have one full year to three years of production history and are seeking long term careers that financially support them through farming and agriculture.
· Maximum award: $5,000
· Match requirement: 25% of project costs
· Infrastructure Investment Grant: To support farmers who have been in production for a minimum of three years with infrastructure to expand the farm’s production and operation.
· Maximum award: $20,000
· Match requirement: 50% of project costs
· Research and Development Grant: A grant program for farms to conduct research to assess viability and develop a new product line, service, or market.
· Maximum award: $25,000
· Match requirement: 40% of project costs
· Innovation and Diversification Grant: A grant program for the implementation of a new product or service for market or business expansion after a research and development phase has been explored.
· Maximum award: $49,999
· Match requirement: 50% of project costs


Eligibility:
The following entities are eligible to apply for all Farm Transition Grant categories:
1. Agricultural producers, singularly or jointly, whether such producers are owners or tenants of existing agribusiness within the State of Connecticut
2. Agricultural cooperatives

To apply for the New Farmer Micro Grant, eligible entities must meet the following to qualify:
· Apply for or possess a Farmers’ Tax Exemption Permit through the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services
· Have a 2–5-year business plan drafted
· Complete and submit a crop plan
· Be the operation owner
· Production history of at least one full year up to three years 
· Tenants must include a written agreement between all necessary parties regarding the submitted project*
To apply for the Infrastructure Investment Grant, Research and Development Grant, and Innovation and Diversification Grant eligible entities must meet the following to qualify:
· Be registered with the Connecticut Secretary of State, if established as a limited liability corporation or incorporation
· Possess a Farmers’ Tax Exemption Permit
· Have submitted a Schedule F, Form 1120S, Form 1065, or Schedule C for the previous three years
· Tenants must include a long term written lease agreement between all necessary parties regarding the submitted project*

Previous awardees to the Farm Transition Grant can reapply. Past awards and corresponding project completion will be taken into consideration when evaluating applications.

Applicants who have an open agreement and a project in progress are ineligible to apply.

*A template landlord agreement can be found in the Documents/Forms section.


Documents/Forms: 

The following guidance document contains information pertaining to the 2022 Farm Transition Grant including: match requirement, expenses, payment, project duration, and post award requirements. It is recommended you read through this document before starting your application. 
The Cash Match Requirement document includes helpful information to determine the required cash match for projects of varying amounts.

2022 Farm Transition Grant Guidance
Cash Match Requirement Tables for Transition Grant Categories

The following documents and forms are required components of Farm Transition Grant Applications. To view a list of all required forms, documents, and attachments, click on the Apply section.

New Farmer Micro Grant Narrative
Infrastructure Investment Grant, Research and Development Grant, and Innovation and Diversification Grant Narrative
Budget and Project Timeline Workbook
W-9 Form
State Vendor Form
Template Landlord Agreement


Apply:
[Button, Apply Here]

Application Period: Tuesday, January 18 – Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 4:00pm

All Farm Transition Grant applications are required to be submitted through the DoAg Grants Portal.

Click here for step-by-step instructions on how to apply.

A complete application contains the following. All needed forms and attachments can be found in the Documents/Forms section.
	New Farmer Micro Grant Applications-
1. Attachment of a crop plan.
2. Attachment of a landlord agreement (if applicable).
3. Completion and attachment of the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Budget and Project Timeline Workbook.
4. Completion and attachment of the New Farmer Micro Grant Narrative.
5. Attachment of a W-9 and State Vendor Form.
6. Attachment of conceptual drawings, estimates/quotes, product information, or other budget justification materials.

Infrastructure Investment Grant, Research and Development Grant, and Innovation and Diversification Grant Applications-
1. Attachment of a landlord agreement (if applicable).
2. Completion and attachment of the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Budget and Project Timeline Workbook.
3. Completion and attachment of the Infrastructure Investment Grant, Research and Development Grant, and Innovation and Diversification Grant Narrative.
4. Attachment of a W-9 and State Vendor Form.
5. Attachment of a three-year profit and loss statement and current profit and loss.
6. Attachment of conceptual drawings, estimates/quotes, product information, or other budget justification materials.
Laws and Regulations:

Funding for the Farm Transition Grant is provided through (C.G.S. Sec. 22-26k). The FTG Grant Program and any awards are subject to limitations of state funding. 
This Section is found in Connecticut General Statute Title 22: Agriculture, Domestic Animals.
Sec. 22-26k. Farm transition grant program. Matching grants. (a) There is established a farm transition grant program which shall be administered by the Department of Agriculture. Matching grants shall be made to farmers and agricultural cooperatives for diversification of existing farm operations, transitioning to value added agricultural production and sales, and developing farmers' markets and other venues in which a majority of products sold are grown in the state.
(b) The Commissioner of Agriculture shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, for the administration of the program established by this section. Such regulations shall require the development of business plans by applicants as part of the application process.
(P.A. 05-228, S. 3; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 05-3, S. 113; P.A. 08-13, S. 4; P.A. 09-229, S. 31.)
History: P.A. 05-288 effective July 1, 2005; June Sp. Sess. P.A. 05-3 changed effective date of P.A. 05-228 to October 1, 2005, effective June 30, 2005; P.A. 08-13 added “grant” re program in Subsec. (a), effective April 29, 2008; P.A. 09-229 deleted “agricultural not-for-profit organizations” in Subsec. (a), effective July 1, 2009.



FAQ:
1. Who is eligible for the Farm Transition Grant (FTG)? 
Connecticut farmers and agricultural cooperatives are eligible.
2. Can a beginning farmer apply for the FTG?
New and beginning farmers (with between one full year and three years of production history) are eligible to apply if they meet the following criteria:
1. Apply for or possess a Farmers’ Tax Exemption Permit through the Connecticut Department of Revenue Services
2. Have a 2-5-year business plan drafted 
3. Complete a crop plan 
4. Be the operation owner and have been in production for between one full year and three years 
5. Tenants must include a written agreement between all necessary parties regarding the submitted project
3. When is the next application deadline date?
The application deadline is March 8, 2022, at 4:00pm.
4. Does it do me any good to send in my grant application as early as possible? 
Applications will be accepted on the DoAg grants portal from Tuesday, January 18 through Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 4:00pm. Applications can only be submitted once, and changes cannot be made once submitted. Ensure that you are satisfied with your application before submitting.
5. What is the maximum amount an applicant could be awarded?   
This is dependent upon which grant category you apply for. To view maximum award amounts for each category, review the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Guidance document located in the Documents/Forms section.
6. Is there an applicant match involved?   
Yes, and it is dependent upon which grant category you apply for. To view match requirement amounts for each category, review the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Guidance document located in the Documents/Forms section.
7. If I apply by the deadline does it mean I'll be funded?
No. This is a very competitive grant program.  Only complete applications, as outlined in the Apply section which are submitted on time, will be evaluated. The evaluation will be conducted by a review panel and is weighted heavily on the submitted project plan within the Grant Narrative. The Grant Narratives (one for New Farmer Micro Grant and one for Infrastructure Investment, Research and Development, and Innovation and Diversification) can be found in the Documents/Forms section.
8. How is the grant money paid to someone who's been awarded?    
This is a reimbursement grant. Grant funds are paid after the project is successfully completed, a final financial report outlining all expenses associated with the project have been received and approved, a final narrative repot has been received and approved, and site inspection by agency staff is conducted.
9. What projects can the FTG grant money be used for? 
There are four different FTG categories that you may apply for, and each have different eligible project types. Additional detail can be found on the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Guidance document.
10. Can I purchase equipment with the grant?
The eligibility of general-purpose equipment purchase with grant funds will be reviewed based on grant category and project usage. Equipment is an allowable match expense. 
11. Can I pay employee salaries with the grant?  
No, grant funds cannot go toward the salaries of those already employed by the business to execute the project.  Consultant expenses (electricians, hired contractors, etc.) are allowable expenses.  Salaries are an allowable match expense.  Justification for payment and hours worked by employees in the final financial report will be necessary.
12. Can I apply for grant funds for a project I've already done?   
No, you cannot have started any aspect of the project for which you're applying.
13. How long do I have to complete the project?    
You will have 18 months from the time the contract is signed by the Commissioner of Agriculture or Attorney General’s office (as applicable).
14. How do I apply for this grant?
1. Review the 2022 Farm Transition Grant Guidance document found under Documents/Forms.
2. In the Apply section, you will find links to the DoAg Grants Portal where you will fill out your application. You can also find step-by-step instructions for completing your application on the portal.
15. Can I submit my application by mailing it to the Department of Agriculture?   
No, applications components are only accepted via the DoAg Grants Portal.
16. Can I view the application of a successful/awarded project?  
No, we cannot share or distribute applications from projects that were awarded.  Applications, which are primarily based on a business/project plan, are considered proprietary information, and must remain confidential. 
17. Can someone from the Department of Agriculture help me write my business/project plan and complete the application?
No, agency staff cannot be involved in the development of a project plan.

The Connecticut Small Business Development Center, UConn Cooperative Extension, and Farm Credit East have varying resources to help you submit develop an application. 
18. What's the timeframe for the grant application and decision period?   
It'll be a minimum of six weeks from the application deadline to when you're notified of the award outcome. The number of applications received affects this timeline significantly. Once notified of being awarded, it will be approx. 3-4 weeks before you receive your contract for signature. Once you send your signed contract back, it's another 4 weeks before internal contract signing is completed, and you can officially begin your project. This timeline can vary.
19. Can I start the project as soon as I know that I've been awarded?   
No, you may not start the project until signatures of the grantee, Commissioner of Agriculture, and the Attorney General’s office (as applicable) have signed the contract. You will receive a copy of your fully executed contract via email and permission to start your project.
20. If I've already received this grant in the past can I apply again?  
Yes, previous awardees to the FTG can reapply. Past awards and corresponding project completion will be taken into consideration when evaluating applications.
21. Can I apply for more than one Farm Transition Grant Category?
No, you can only apply for one grant category annually. If you have additional questions on this, please contact the agency for assistance.


Contact:
All questions on the Farm Transition Grant Program can be directed to:
AliRose Grabarz
Alison.Grabarz@ct.gov
(860) 713 - 5737




