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EP-10

Knows what a GED is and how to obtain one (if EP-1

applicable)
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V. Vocational Skills School Records and Planning

V-9 Finishing High School

Objective: The student will give at least two reasons why it is important or beneficial
to complete high school. '

Comments:

There are a lot of reasons why teenagers drop out of high school. Among these are the
facts of pregnancy, poor grades, truancy, getting into trouble at school, boredom, secing
no relevance, and a simple lack of motivation. In this lesson, students are asked to
respond to comments about completing high school.

Introductory Activities:
a. Have students raise their hands if they intend to graduate from high school.
b. Have students raise their hands if they have a close friend who has dropped out of
high school. S v
¢. Have students raise their hands if they have a brother or sister who has already
dropped out of high school, '

Activity:

Students are to read the twelve statements on the worksheet “Finishing High
School.” They are to circle AGREE or DISAGREE to show how they feel about the
statement. They are all opinion statements, so inform students that they will not be
scored “right” or “wrong.”

Discussion: It may be quite surprising to hear your students’ views on completing
high school. While some may be overly optimistic that they of course will complete
high school (even with poor attendance, poor grades, low motivation), others —
particularly those without support from home — may already be planning to quit.
Without being judgmental or “preachy,” listen to the ‘students’ comments and
opinions. Extension activities may prove to be quite enlightening to some of these
students!

1, What do you think is the main purpose of high school?

9. If someone close to you has dropped out of school, why would that make it more
likely that an individual would also drop out of school? (that’s their model, may
think of this as “freedom,” the individual may already have a job)

3, Do you think there is a connection between the amount of education a person has
and his or her earning potential?

4. What other kinds of training are available after high school besides a regular four-
year college program? (two-year degrees, vocational schools, apprentice
programs, etc.)

5. Do you feel your parents value a high school education?

6. Why is a high school degree sometimes important to a parent or grandparent who
never got one? (they might feel as though they have missed an opportunity)

7. What are some ways that classes and schools try to make learning more relevant?
(offer on-the-job programs, work/study, etc.)

8. Do you know of anyone who has completed the GED program? What comments did
this person have about the program?
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9. If someone has quit high school, how easy do you think it would be to return —
especially after having a baby or working for awhile? (probably difficult - new
responsibilities, less time, more stresses)

10. What advice would you give to someone who was struggling in high school, but still
wanted to stay in and try to finish? (get help - talk to a counselor, teachers,
get tutoring, etc.)

Extension Activities:

1. If possible, have a counselor come in to explain the GED (equivalency) program.
Some students may think this is an easy way to get through high school. Find out
about the history of the program (military program during World War II), the
restrictions, time involved, level of material, and commitment of time that is
necessary to complete the program.,

2. Have students research the earning potential of students with and without high
school degrees. .

3. Have students find out reasons why teenagers drop out of high school. How many
plan to return? How many actually return? o

4. Invite speakers to your class who have made the decision (or felt it was necessary)
to drop out of high school. Do they regret the decision? What factors were involved
in their life at the time? What are they doing today?

Evaluation:
a. List at least two reasons why it is beneficial to complete high school,
b. List at least two reasons why teenagers may choose to drop out of high school,
¢. Write a paragraph explaining your intentions about finishing high school,
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Name ' Date

Finishing High School

Directions: Complete the following survey by
expressing your opinions and reactions to the
following statements about high school. Circle agree or
disagree after each statement,

1. It is important to have a high school diploma.

2. You can still get a good job without a high school degree. N

8. High school is a waste of time if you don’t plan to go to college.
4. Most high school classes don’t have any practical value.

5. It is easy to get a GED (equivalency degree) if you drop out of
school and then want to get a degree.

8. There are ways to get help if you want to finish high school.

7. Alot of my friends either have quit school or intend to quit
high school.

8. One or both of my parents did not finish high school.
9. ] have a brother or sister who quit school.

10. I would consider leaving high school, but only if I had a job
already lined up.

11, The only reason I am in high school is because of the activities
and my friends.

12, If you really want to get a high school diploma, you will find a way.

EP-™:
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6 EASY STEPS TO GETTING YOUR GED!!
STEP 1: FIND A PREP CENTER

We can help you find local prep classes,
and most of them are free.

Before you take the GED Test, it's best to attend classes.
Enter your zip code ahove or call our helpful GED center toll free at 1-877-38-YOURGED to find classes in your

neighborhood.

STEP 2: REGISTER FOR PREP

Find the classes that are right for you.

Once you find your local GED Test prep classes, you'll need to register. The process varies from place to place,
hut when you go, you'll probably be asked to take a placement test. Don’t worry! This test is just used to find out
which classes are right for you. Everyone takes it and it's nothing to stress out about. When it's done, you'll be
one step closer to

earning your GED Diploma.

STEP 3: GO TO CLASS AND STUDY

You can’t pass without class.

it may seem obvious, but if you want to earn your GED Diploma, you have to put in the time and effort. it's not
going to be easy. You might have to juggle work, kids and other responsibilities with class and studying. Just
remember — almost everyone who has earned a GED Diploma (over 17 million people) had to go through the
same thing. You can do it. It will be more than worth it

STEP 4: TAKE PRACTICE TESTS

Practice makes perfect.

Before you take the real GED Tests, it's a good idea to practice. When the time is right, your teachers will help
you take some practice tests so you know what to expect for the real thing.

Retrieved from htip://yourged.org/ E P - \



