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Addiction Treatment 
Unit Program and MOUD 
Overview

P r e s e n t e d  b y  D i r e c t o r  
M o r g a n  S u e s s
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A Unified 
System

• The Connecticut Department of Correction 
operates under a "unified" correctional system, a 
structure that distinguishes it from the vast majority of
the United States. Leading to a centralized system 
where one state agency handles both functions. This 
means we maintain a single, continuous electronic 
health record (EHR) for every offender. This ensures 
that a substance abuse history captured during the 
intake process at a correctional center (jail) remains 
immediately accessible to treatment staff if the 
individual is later moved to a high-security prison or a 
specialized reentry unit.
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Jails

• Mens Facilities:
Bridgeport Correctional Center
Corrigan Correctional Center
Hartford Correctional Center
New Haven Correctional Center

Women’s Facility:
York Correctional Institution

3
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Sentenced 
Facilities

Cybulski Community Reintegration Center (level 2): DUI, SMART 
Recovery, Outpatient Programming, Methadone/Suboxone/Vivitrol

Carl Robinson Correctional Institution (level 3): TOP, DUI, SMART 
Recovery, Outpatient Programming, Residential Programming, 
Methadone/Suboxone/Vivitrol

Osborn Correctional Institution (level 3): TOP, DUI, SMART Recovery, 
Outpatient Programming, Residential Programming, 
Methadone/Suboxone/Vivitrol 

Garner Correctional Institution (level 4): Outpatient Programming, 
Methadone/Suboxone/Vivitrol 

MacDougall/Walker Correctional Institution (level 4/5): Outpatient 
Programming, Methadone/Suboxone/Vivitrol

Brooklyn Correctional Institution (level 3): SMART Recovery, Outpatient 
Programming, Vivitrol

Cheshire Correctional Institution (level 4): Outpatient Programming, 
SMART Recovery, Vivitrol

Manson Youth Institution (level 4): SMART Recovery, Outpatient 
Programming, Suboxone/Vivitrol
•
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Parole

27 Halfway Houses in 5 Districts:
Bridgeport, Hartford, New Haven, 

Norwich and Waterbury 

Specialty Units include:
Mental Health

Special Management 
Women’s ReEntry

•
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Medicated 
Assisted 
Treatment

The Department of Correction is currently 
treating between 1,000-1200 incarcerated 

individuals daily with medications for opioid 
use disorder (MOUD). We have expanded to 
offer the full scope of services in 10 of the 13 

correctional facilities with methadone, 
naltrexone (Vivitrol) and buprenorphine* 

(suboxone). 
•
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1998
• Opioid Treatment Program implemented at York Correctional Institution

2013
• First vendor-based MOUD program implemented at New Haven Correctional Center

2014
• Second vendor-based MOUD program implemented at Bridgeport Correctional Center

2018
• OTP’s implemented at Hartford Correctional Center, Osborn CI and Corrigan CI

2020
• OTP’s implemented at Carl Robinson Correctional and Cybulski Reintegration

2022
• OTP implemented at Garner CI

2023
• OTP implemented at MacDougall-Walker CI

Implementation of MOUD in DOC
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Current MOUD numbers as of 10/19/2026 

1041 total 
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Assessment
The Add ic t ion  Trea tment  Un i t  (ATU)  
assessment  p rocess  i s  dynamic  and  
respons ive  to  the  evo lv ing  needs  o f  
o f fenders  th roughout  the i r  incarcera t ion .  A l l  
of fenders  admi t ted  o r  readmi t ted  in to  a l l  
Depar tment  o f  Cor rec t ion  (DOC)  fac i l i t i es  
a re  accura te ly  assessed fo r  subs tance  use  
d isorders  and  t rea tment  needs .   Once  
assessed,  o f fenders  w i l l  t hen  be  sc reened 
f o r  appropr ia te  t rea tment  p rogram 
p lacement .  
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Programs
The Add ic t ion  Trea tment  
Un i t  (ATU)  p rov ides  a  
g raduated  sys tem o f  
subs tance  abuse  t rea tment  
programs.  Based on  
t he o f fender ' s  ind iv idua l  
need ,  de te rm ined  th rough 
a  fo rma l  assessment ,  they  
may  rece ive  t rea tment  in  
any  o f  the  var ious  
programs inc lud ing :

10
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Assessment 
Tools

11

The following assessment tools may be 
utilized: Texas Christian University Drug 
Screening V (TCUDS), Addiction Severity 
Index (ASI), Drug and Alcohol 
Demographic Admission Profile (DDaP), 
Driving Risk Inventory-II (DR-II), and 
CRAFFT 2.1+N Interview (Manson youth 
offenders under 21 years old).

Disciplinary history , pre-sentencing 
investigation reports, and Judicial 
records assist the Counselor to 
determine a needs score. 
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Current Scores of the Offender population as of 10/19/2026
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Tier 1
A 9-sess ion  p rogram cen te red  on  the  
ev idenced based “Beat  the  S t ree ts ”  
cur r i cu lum.  Th is  p rogram cons is ts  o f  Bas ic  
Subs tance  Abuse  Educa t ion  and  Reent ry  
Resource  In fo rmat ion  fo r  o f fenders .

13
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Tier 2
A n  e v i d e n c e - b a s e d  c u r r i c u l u m  d r i v e n  t r e a t m e n t  
p r o g ra m  p r o v i d e d  t w o  t i m e s  a  w e e k  i n  a  n o n -
r e s i d e n t i a l  s e t t i n g .  U s i n g  H a z e l t o n’s  “ L i v i n g  i n  
B a l a n c e ” C u r r i c u l u m ,  T i e r  2  h e l p s  t h e  o f f e n d e r  
d e v e l o p  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a d d i c t i o n ,  t r i g g e r s  
a n d  r e l a p s e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  h o w  a d d i c t i o n  h a s  
a f f e c t e d  t h e  c o g n i t i v e,  p h y s i c a l ,  s o c i a l  a n d  
f a m i l i a l  s p h e r e s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s .  T i e r  2  a l s o  h e l p s  
o f f e n d e r s  i d e n t i f y  a n d  p l a n  f o r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  
v o c a t i o n a l  a n d  c o n s u m e r- b a s e d  i s s u e s  t h e y  m a y  
f a c e  u p o n  r e l e a s e
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Tier 4
T h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n . T h i s  6 - m o n t h  
t r e a t m e n t  p r o g r a m  i s  c o n d u c t e d  i n  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  
m o d i f i e d  t h e r a p e u t i c  c o m m u n i t y  s e t t i n g  w i t h  f u l l - t i m e  
p r o g r a m m i n g .  P r o g r a m s  a r e  i n  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  s e p a r a t e  
f r o m  g e n e r a l  p o p u l a t i o n .  O f f e n d e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  
p r a c t i c e  a n d  l e a r n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  
c u r r i c u l u m .  T h e  p r o g r a m  c o m p o n e n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  
a t m o s p h e r e  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  d i s c i p l i n e .  O f f e n d e r s  t a k e  a n  a c t i v e  
r o l e  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  a s s i g n m e n t s  t o  
j o b s  a n d  p r o g r a m  c o m m i t t e e s .  O f f e n d e r s  i n  t h e  T i e r  4  
p r o g r a m s  m o v e  t h r o u g h  p h a s e s  a s  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r  a n d  a t t i t u d e .
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DUI

The Dr iv ing  Under  the  In f luence  Program 
o f fe rs  in tens ive  t rea tment  to  o f fenders  who 
have  commi t ted  d r i v ing  re la ted  o f fens ives .  
(An  assessment  conduc ted  by  the  ATU 
dete rmines  the  appropr ia te  leve l  o f  
t rea tment  based on  the  iden t i f ied  need.  The  
t rea tment  leve ls  a re  d iv ided  by  t racks  
o f fe r ing  a  range o f  1 -  4 )

16
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TOP

P r o v i d e s  S u b s t a n c e  A b u s e  Tr e a t m e n t  f o r  o f f e n d e r s  
r e t u r n e d  t o  c u s t o d y  f o r  n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
s t i p u l a t i o n s  a n d /o r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  r e l e a s e  
f r o m  a  D O C  f a c i l i t y.  A S U -TO P  p r o g ra m m i n g  s e r v e s  
t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  o f f e n d e r ’s  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s u b s t a n c e  
a b u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  
r e c o v e r y,  a n d  t o  m o t i v a t e  h i s  o r  h e r  c o n t i n u e d  u s e  
o f  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  r e c o v e r y  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  
u p o n  t h e i r  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y.
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SMART

SMART Recovery focuses on serv ices for  
those under  the age of  28 who have issues 
with substance use and abuse.   SMART 
focuses on sel f -empowerment ,  avoids 
labels ,  and suppor ts  Medicated Assis ted 
Treatment

18
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AFTERCARE

Upon complet ion of  Tier  2 or  Tier  4,  
offenders are offered an Intensive 
Aftercare Program designed to prov ide a 
cont inuum of  care and maintenance of  
recovery

19



Click to edit Master title style

20

Recovery 
Coaching

T h e  AT U  h a s  b e e n  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  C o n n e c t i c u t  
C o m m u n i t y  f o r  A d d i c t i o n  R e c o v e r y  ( C C A R )  p r o g r a m  t o  
p r o v i d e  t r a i n i n g  i n  R e c o v e r y  C o a c h i n g  t o  o f f e n d e r s  w h o  
a r e  i n c a r c e r a t e d .  T h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  b o t h  
p r o g r a m s  h a s  a l l o w e d  t h e  o f f e n d e r s  w h o  h a v e  
c o m p l e t e d  o r  a c t i v e l y  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  p r o g r a m m i n g  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d s  b e c o m i n g  a  R e c o v e r y  C o a c h  i n  
t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  u p o n  t h e i r  r e l e a s e .  
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Meetings

The Addict ion Treatment Unit  
coordinates with outside organizations,  
such as local  Alcohol ics  Anonymous and 
Narcotics  Anonymous committees,  to 
bring volunteer- led support groups into 
correctional  faci l i t ies.

21
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Overdose 
Prevention 
Coordinator

• This role involves managing the distribution of free 
Narcan kits across all 13 correctional facilities and 5 
parole districts. The position ensures that both 
releasing offenders and their parole sponsors 
receive life-saving medication to prevent 
overdoses.

•

Systematic monitoring of both fatal and non-fatal 
overdose incidents across incarcerated and paroled 
populations. By utilizing real-time data visualization 
tools like PowerBI.
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