
Which state agencies fund substance abuse services? How
much do they spend? What services do they buy? Who re-
ceives them? Are they effective?

The Connecticut Alcohol and Drug Policy (ADPC) was
formed in 1996 to find answers to these questions. The ADPC
brings together the heads of seventeen state agencies, experts
from the private sector and people who use these services. It
provides coordination to ensure the highest standards and pro-
mote efficiency.

The ADPC recently issued its second three-year Statewide
Interagency Substance Abuse Plan, 2002�2004. The plan
has 28 action recommendations to improve prevention, treat-
ment and criminal justice services for juveniles and adults.
The full plan can be accessed on the DMHAS website at
www.dmhas.state.ct.us. Below is a sampling of the ADPC
recommendations.
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Met and Unmet Treatment Need:  Treatment History of Adults 18 Years
and Older in Need of Substance Abuse Treatment

Design a single student health and safety survey to elimi-
nate duplicative survey questions.  Schools have been bur-
dened with administering numerous student surveys from
multiple sources. A uniform survey would provide compre-
hensive, consistent data to track trends and monitor behav-
iors while relieving administrative burden.
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Increase treatment capacity at points of gridlock using
proven approaches that adhere to cultural competency
standards. Treatment must be available when a person needs
it. Culturally competent and gender appropriate treatment help
to engage and retain people in treatment. Effective services
are those that improve outcomes, reduce costs and respond to
individuals� particular needs.

Establish community-based programs to help offenders
(youth and adults) transition from correctional facilities
back into the community. Offenders transitioning back into
the community face difficult challenges. Effective treatment
and recovery support services reduce relapse and criminal
recidivism by helping people to live successfully in the com-
munity.

Adult Arrestees With Alcohol and Drug Dependence
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