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The Department pays for property repairs on behalf of recipients of TFA in certain situations.




A.
Eligibility Factors




The Department makes a payment for property repairs on behalf of the assistance unit if the unit requests such assistance and:





1.
the unit has an equitable interest in the property; and





2.
the property is the unit's home property; and





3.
the property is in such need of repair that the unit could not continue to live there safely; and





4.
the unit would have to rent quarters if the repairs were not made; and





5.
the cost of rental quarters projected over a two year period would exceed the cost of repair plus any other costs attributable to continued occupancy of the property over the same period.




B.
Conditions for Payment




The Department does not authorize payment for property repairs unless:





1.
the Department verifies the need for the repair; and





2.
the assistance unit obtains at least three (3) bids for the cost of the repair; and





3.
the Department establishes that the winning bid is reasonable.
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C.
Amount and Method of Payment




1.
The amount of the Department's payment is equal to the cost of repair, based on the lowest reasonable bid provided by the unit, that is needed for the unit to continue living in the property.





2.
The Department issues a vendor payment to the contractor after verifying that he or she has satisfactorily made the necessary repair.

