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A.
Legally Liable Relatives






The assistance unit automatically assigns to the Department at the time of application the right to receive payments made by:





1.
an absent parent to support a needy caretaker relative or a child who is a member of the assistance unit (cross reference:  8540.65); and





2.
the unit's separated spouse who is not an absent parent, to support the unit.




B.
Claim Against Spouses




1.
The claim against a legally liable relative is made for each month in which assistance is given and cannot exceed the amount of assistance paid to or on behalf of the spouse.





2.
The Department's claim against a separated spouse of a recipient is equal to twelve percent of the difference, if any, between the following:






a.
the previous year's federal taxable income of the separated spouse; and 






b.
Connecticut's median income for the size of a family which consist of the legally liable relative and the number of dependents reported on his or her federal income tax return.




 
3.
The Department determines the liability of a relative who is divorced or legally separated and under a court order for support in the following manner:






a.
the amount ordered determines the relative's liability;






b.
whenever a financial determination discloses a greater ability to contribute than the court ordered amount, a modification of the order is pursued.





4.
The Department may review and modify its claim at redetermination or upon the request of the relative if significant changes have occurred which affect his or her ability to pay the assessed amount.

