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A.
General Provisions




The Department, in certain situations, in conjunction with the Attorney General's Office, recovers benefits from active or former assistance units by means of a legal action.  This is usually a method of last resort, when there is no other way in which the Department can recover.




B.
Situations Requiring Legal Action






Situations in which the Department may initiate legal action include, but are not limited to, the following:





1.
upon the death on an assistance unit member or parent of an assistance unit child when the deceased leaves an estate; 





2.
when a legally liable relative refuses to support the assistance unit member;  




3.
when the assistance unit has or acquires property against which the Department has a claim, but the Department's claim has not been secured by a mortgage, lien, or assignment, and the assistance unit refuses to repay the Department; 





4.
when the assistance unit fraudulently obtains benefits and the State Police are involved in the prosecution of the case;





5.
when an individual has transferred an asset leaving the transferor without sufficient means of reasonable support, and the transferee refuses to return the asset or provide fair value for the asset to the unit.  

