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A.
Recipients and Recent Recipients




When recipients and applicants have received Temporary Family Assistance in at least one of the four months immediately preceding the month for which the determination is made, income eligibility is determined by applying the following income tests.





1.
Gross Earnings Test





a.
The assistance unit's gross monthly earnings are compared to the monthly Federal Poverty Level corresponding to the assistance unit's size.






b.
If the earnings are greater than the Federal Poverty Level, the assistance unit is ineligible.






c.
If the earnings are equal to or lower than the Federal Poverty Level, the assistance unit passes the gross earnings test.





2.
Unearned Income Test





a.
Assistance units must also pass an unearned income test.






b.
Countable unearned income is compared to the appropriate Standard of Need which corresponds to the assistance unit's size plus any special needs for which the assistance unit qualifies.






c.
If the countable unearned income is greater than or equal to the total needs (from b, above) the assistance unit is ineligible.






d.
For assistance units exempt from the time limit, if the countable unearned income is less than the total needs (from b, above) the assistance unit passes the eligibility test and benefits are calculated.






e.
Assistance units subject to the time limit also must pass the benefit test.
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Recipients and Recent Recipients  (continued)





3.
Benefit Test





a.
For time limited assistance units, eligibility is further determined by comparing the countable, unearned income to the appropriate Payment Standard plus appropriate special needs.






b.
If the countable unearned income is greater than or equal to the appropriate Payment Standard plus appropriate special needs, the assistance unit is ineligible.






c.
If the countable unearned income is less than the appropriate Payment Standard plus appropriate special needs, the assistance unit passes the benefit test and benefits are calculated.




B.
New Applicants




For assistance units which have not received Temporary Family Assistance in one of the four prior months, eligibility is determined by applying the following tests.





1.
Combined Income Test 





a.
$90 is deducted from each person's gross earnings.






b.
The remainder is added to the assistance unit's countable unearned income.






c.
The total from b, above, is compared to the appropriate Standard of Need which corresponds to the assistance unit's size plus any special needs for which the assistance unit qualifies.






d.
If the total income (from b, above) is equal to or higher than the total needs, (from c, above) the assistance unit is ineligible for cash assistance.






c.
If the total income is less than the total needs, the assistance unit has passed this income eligibility test. 
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New Applicants  (continued)





2.
Benefit Test





a.
Assistance units subject to the time limit also must pass a benefit test.






b.
Unearned income is compared to the appropriate Payment Standard plus any appropriate special needs.






c.
If the countable unearned income is greater than or equal to the appropriate Payment Standard plus special needs, the assistance unit is ineligible.






d.
If the countable unearned income is less than the appropriate Payment Standard plus special needs, the assistance unit passes the eligibility test and benefits are calculated.

