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A.
Degree of Relationship






1.
To be eligible for TFA, a child must be living with a caretaker relative who is a blood relative of any degree, adoptive relative, or a spouse or former spouse of a blood relative, or an individual appointed as the guardian of a minor by the court, or an individual who has applied for guardianship and is working with the court or the Department of Children and Families to be appointed the guardian of a minor.     





2.
The spouse of a blood relative is considered to be an acceptable degree of relationship even after the marriage is terminated by death or divorce.  





3.
Blood relatives are considered to be an acceptable degree of relationship even when the child is subsequently adopted by someone else, but lives with the blood relative.




B.
Basic Provisions of the Requirement to Live With a Caretaker Relative




1.
The child is meeting the requirement of living with the caretaker relative, provided the following conditions are met:






a.
The caretaker relative is exercising responsibility for the continuous care and supervision of the child, even though the child or caretaker relative may be temporarily absent from the home; and






b.
Such absence is no longer than ninety (90) consecutive days.





2.
The child is considered to be living with the caretaker relative when the child continues to reside with the caretaker relative but is under the jurisdiction of the court, such as when the child is receiving probation services or protective supervision.





3.
The child is considered to be living with the caretaker relative when the child continues to reside with the caretaker relative but legal custody is held by another agency.





4.
The child is not considered to be living with the caretaker relative if either the child or the caretaker relative is absent from the home for longer than ninety (90) consecutive days, regardless of whether the caretaker relative is exercising responsibility for the continuous care and supervision of the child.
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C.
Requirement to Notify Department of Absence of a Child
1.
    If the child is absent from the home for more than ninety (90) days, the parent   
   or caretaker relative must notify the Department of this within five (5) days            from the date it becomes clear that the child will be absent for more than                ninety (90) days. 
2.     If the parent or caretaker relative does not comply with the reporting                       requirement and does not have good cause for failing to report, he or she is            disqualified from receiving benefits for six (6) months.
3.    Good cause is considered to exist when circumstances beyond the individual’s       control reasonably prevent him of her from complying with this requirement.

D.    Determination of the Caretaker Relative

1.
    The parent is considered by the Department to be the caretaker relative if she     or he is an adult living in the home with the child, except as provided in 2,         below.

2.
     When both a parent and another relative who has been named guardian by a       court of competent jurisdiction live in the home, the guardian is the caretaker     relative.  The parent is included on the award as a second adult.

 3.   When two adult parents are living in the home, either one may be the                  caretaker relative.
 4.    If more than one adult resides in the home, each of whom is related to the          child but neither of whom is the parent, the caretaker relative is that relative      who is most responsible for the day-to-day care and supervision of the child.

