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A.
Mandatory Inclusions



An assistance unit is a group of individuals who apply for or receive TFA together. The assistance unit must include certain individuals who reside together.  It also may include certain other individuals who are in the home if they meet the eligibility requirements of TFA.  The following are the rules of who must be members of an assistance unit.




1.
The primary member of the TFA assistance unit is the child for whom assistance is requested or received.




2.
Parents of an eligible child who live with the child must also be included in the child's assistance unit unless they are ineligible to be part of the assistance unit or disqualified from TFA.  This is true even if assistance has not been requested for them.  Income and assets of ineligible or disqualified parents are deemed to the assistance unit in accordance with deeming policy; however, the needs of the ineligible or disqualified parent are not considered in determining eligibility or calculating the benefits for the remaining members of the assistance unit.  (cross reference:  8560.15 and 8550.20)




3.
Siblings, adoptive siblings and half siblings who reside together and who meet the requirements of an eligible child, must be included in the same assistance unit unless the caretaker relative specifically chooses not to apply for such children.  Siblings, adoptive siblings and half siblings who reside together and who are eligible children, cannot receive assistance in a separate assistance unit.  (cross reference:  8540.15)



B.
Others Who May Be Included in the Assistance Unit



1.
Other children in the household who are not siblings, adoptive siblings or half siblings of an eligible child who meet the eligibility requirements of the program have the option of being members of the same assistance unit or a separate assistance unit.




2.
Other individuals in the household who are not mandatory inclusions in the child's assistance unit may choose to be included in the child's assistance unit or may choose to form their own assistance unit providing they meet the eligibility requirements for the program.
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C.
SSI Recipients



1.
Recipients of Supplemental Security Income (SSI), are excluded from the assistance unit.




2.
A child who receives SSI may be the basis of a TFA assistance unit even though this child is not eligible to be a recipient.  If there are no other eligible children in the home for whom assistance is requested, the parent of that child is included as an assistance unit of one.



D.
Minor Parents



1.
An eligible child who is also a parent or who is pregnant may not receive assistance as the caretaker relative of a separate assistance unit while living in his or her parent's home.  He or she must be included as an eligible child in his or her parent's assistance unit.

2. An eligible child who is also a parent or who is pregnant and who lives with a non‑parent caretaker relative may receive assistance in assistance units consisting of one of the following:

a. If he or she has no siblings, adoptive siblings or half siblings in the home who are eligible children:

1) he or she may receive assistance in an assistance unit that is separate from the caretaker relative’s assistance unit; or,

2) he or she and her child may remain as members of the non‑parent caretaker's unit.

b. If there are siblings, adoptive siblings or half siblings in the home, the non-parent must be the caretaker relative.

3.
If the minor parent or minor pregnant woman chooses to create an assistance unit that is separate from the non-parent’s assistance unit, the non-parent must be the caretaker relative in the minor parent’s assistance unit.
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E.
Non-Parent Caretaker Relatives 




1.
A non-parent caretaker relative may choose whether to apply for assistance on his or her own behalf as part of the assistance unit.  Also, in order to be included in the assistance unit, the non-parent caretaker relative must be considered needy in accordance with the following:





a.
Income which would be excluded from an assistance unit member is excluded from the non-parent caretaker;





b.
A deduction for self-employment expenses is given;





c.
A deduction of $75 for personal expenses is allowed;





d.
The remainder is added to any unearned income, (including income deemed from the spouse);





e.
If the total exceeds the Standard of Need for one person, the non-parent caretaker is not included in the assistance unit;





f.
If the total is less than or equal to the Standard of Need, the non-parent caretaker may be added to the assistance unit and his or her income is counted the same as any other assistance unit member in determining eligibility and calculating the amount of benefit for the assistance unit.




2.
Non-parent caretaker relatives who do not meet the requirements of 1, above, are not included in the assistance unit. Their needs are not taken into consideration, and their income and assets are not counted in determining eligibility or calculating benefits of TFA.

