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A.
Determining the Correct Payment Standards





1.
Family Assistance Units





(
Determine the number of eligible members of the assistance unit (Cross Reference:  Assistance Unit Composition 8080.20).






(
Determine the number of deemors who are members of the needs group (Cross Reference:  Income Eligibility 8080.55).






(
Add the number of assistance unit members to the number of deemors who are members of the needs group to determine the total number of individuals in the needs group.






(
Use TFA policy at 8562.10 to determine the appropriate region in which the assistance unit resides.






(
Compare needs group size and region to 73% of the TFA standard of need.  From this amount, subtract $50.00 to determine the monthly amount of basic needs (Cross Reference: 8562.15).





2.
Individuals Living With a TFA Assistance Unit





(
Consider that this payment standard applies to the following SAGA applicants/recipients when they live with a TFA assistance unit:














*
an 18 to 21 year old child of a member of the TFA assistance unit.







*
the ineligible spouse of a member of the TFA assistance unit.






(
Add the total members in the TFA assistance unit to the total members of the SAGA assistance unit.






(
Determine the payment standard for the total members of the household.   






(
Determine the payment standard for the number of household members in the SAGA assistance unit. 






(
Subtract the payment standard for the members of the SCA assistance unit from the payment standard for the total of the household members to arrive at the incremental difference between the two amounts.
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2.
Individuals Living With a TFA Assistance Unit (continued)






( 
Consider that the payment standard for the members of the household who are applying for SAGA is the incremental difference.





3.
Pregnant Women





(
Determine if the pregnant woman lives alone or with others.






(
If the woman lives with others, determine her relationship to the other members of the household.






(
If the pregnant woman lives alone, consider that the payment standard is the standard for a family assistance unit of one.






(
If the pregnant woman lives with her spouse, or her child(ren) under the age of twenty-one, or children under twenty-one for whom she is the guardian or custodian, consider that the payment standard is the standard for a family assistance unit of the appropriate size.





4.
Married Couples Living Together 






(
Determine if the married couple lives with any eligible children under the age of twenty-one.







*
If the answer is no, consider that the payment standard for each eligible spouse is one half the payment standard for a family of two.







*
If the answer is yes, consider that the payment standard is the standard for a family assistance unit of the appropriate size.





5.
Individuals in Rated Boarding Facilities





(
If an individual enters a facility on the first day of the month, budget the monthly facility rate for the entire calendar month. 






(
If an individual is admitted to a facility at any time during the month, determine the individual's payment standard for the month using the procedures outlined for the AABD program at P-4520.10.

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  7-1-08

            Transmittal:  UP-08-17
P-8080.45 page 3

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:












Type:



Special Programs
PROCEDURES

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:












Program:




State-Administered General Assistance








SCA

_______________________________________________________________



Subject:














Standards of Assistance 

______________________________________________________________________________
P-8080.45
A.
5.
Individuals in Rated Boarding Facilities  (continued)







(
Determine if an individual who is temporarily absent from a facility intends to return to the facility.







*
If yes, continue to budget the rated shelter amount.







*
If not, determine the appropriate payment standard according to policy.






(
If an individual is discharged at the end of the month,







budget the monthly facility rate for the entire calendar month.






(
If an individual is discharged at any time during the month, determine the payment standard for the month according to policy.






(
Determine that a transitional individual who is a resident of a boarding home licensed for the treatment of alcohol and/or substance abuse is ineligible for SCA effective 8/1/97.  






(
Remember that SCA recipients are not entitled to a personal needs allowance.





6.
Unemployable Individuals Living in Non-Rated Housing






(
Consider that the payment standard for an unemployable individual who lives in non-rated housing is $212.






(
If the individual resides in rated housing, refer to the procedures at #5. 





7.
Transitional Individuals Living in Non-Rated Housing





(
Determine if the individual resides in a rated housing facility or in non-rated housing.






(
If the individual resides in rated housing, refer to the procedures at #5. 






(
Consider that the payment standard for an individual who has shelter expenses is $212.





(
Consider that the payment standard for an individual who does not have shelter expenses is $53.
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7.
Transitional Individuals Living in Non-Rated Housing (continued)






(
Consider that the payment standard for an individual in an emergency shelter is $53. 




B.
Determining Eligibility For Emergency Housing




1.
Determine eligibility for emergency housing using the procedures described for the TFA program at 8562.30.





2.
For assistance units who qualify, determine the number of days of eligibility for emergency housing.





3.
Explain the policy and time restrictions to the assistance unit.





4.
Send a W-1684, "Notice of Eligibility for Emergency Housing".  Remember to include the date eligibility ends.  





5.
Authorize emergency shelter payments if the assistance unit qualifies for the special need.





6.
Determine if the assistance unit is staying at an emergency shelter or in a motel.






(
For assistance units in an emergency shelter, determine if the shelter provides meals and if so how many.







*
Vendor the emergency shelter benefit of $11 per day per person for shelter and $1 per day per person for each meal provided to the emergency shelter. 







*
Issue a payment to the assistance unit of $1 per meal per person per day to cover meals not provided by the emergency shelter.






(
For assistance units in a motel, issue the payment as follows:







*
Issue the emergency shelter benefit of $11 per day per person to the assistance unit;







*
Issue a payment to the assistance unit of $3 per day per person to cover meals.
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B.
Determining Eligibility For Emergency Housing (continued)





7.
Ask the assistance unit if the monthly assistance payment should be sent to the Regional office or to the emergency shelter address.





8.
Use the "ES" puller code when necessary to route the check to the Regional office.





9.
Set an alert to discontinue emergency shelter after the date established in step #2.  Advise the unit that the emergency housing benefit will not be continued beyond this date even if the unit requests a Fair Hearing.  




C.
Determining the Need for Special Needs




1.
Determine the need for special needs using the same procedures as used in the TFA program.





2.
Remember that for all SCA assistance units, only the payment standard is used in the applied income test. 





3.
Do not add the standard for special needs to the payment standard until after income eligibility is established.    





D.
Determining the Medical Income Standards




(
Determine the medical income standard by comparing the needs group size and region to the chart at P-4530.15 showing the MNIL for the Medicaid program.





(
Determine that assistance units qualify for the special CNIL when they reside in a chronic disease or rehabilitation hospital.

