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 1.
Determine if the individual meets the definition of a refugee, if not stop here.




 2.

Remember, Amerasians from Vietnam who are admitted to the U.S. as immigrants as well as individuals granted asylum under section 208 of the Immigration and Nationality Act meet the definition of a refugee.




 3.
Determine if the individual has been in the United States less than eight (8) months.  (Note that on January 10, 1992 the Administration for Children and Families, Department of Health and Human Services, Director of the Office of Refugee Resettlement, pursuant to the provisions of 45C.F.R.400.221 set the durational limit for RCA and RMA to eight (8) months.)  If not, deny the application.




 4.
Determine the refugee's place of departure.




 5.
If the place of departure is other than the Soviet Union, go to step 13. Otherwise, go on.




 6.
If the place of departure is the Soviet Union, determine if the individual is a Soviet Jewish Refugee.  If not, go to step 13.  Otherwise, go on.




 7.
If the individual is a Soviet Jewish refugee, find out the amount of income, if any, being received from the sponsoring agency.



  
 8.
Contact the sponsoring organization to advise them that the Soviet Jewish refugee has applied for assistance. 




 9.
If it is established that the sponsor's contribution is equal to, or in excess of, the AFDC standard of need for the size of the refugee assistance unit,  deny the application. 

10. Keep in mind that a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Department of State and two private agencies, the Council of Jewish Federations and the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, has provided for the admission into the United States of Soviet Jewish refugees.  The MOU includes the following 

· the sponsoring organization is responsible for ensuring that these refugees do not require or financially qualify for any Public Assistance program for two years following their admission to the United States, or until they attain lawful permanent resident status, whichever comes first;

· the sponsoring agency is required to counsel any refugee it discovers has applied for public assistance;

· the sponsoring agency must reimburse the federal, state, and local governments for any assistance the refugee may receive.
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11.
Refer the Soviet Jewish refugee to the sponsoring agency for counseling.




12.
If the sponsor is not contributing, or the amount is less than the appropriate standard of need, go on to step 14 to complete the application process.  




13.
Obtain the name of the resettlement agency.  If the refugee refuses to cooperate, deny the application.  Otherwise, go on.  


 

14.
Determine if the refugee would qualify for AFDC or AABD.  If so, refer to the procedures for authorizing AFDC/AABD to refugees.  If the refugee is not eligible for AFDC or AABD, go on.




15.
Determine who should be included in the refugee assistance unit.  Refer to the procedures for forming an RCA/RMA assistance unit.




16.
Determine financial eligibility following AFDC procedures.




17.
Determine whether or not the refugee voluntarily quit or refused employment within thirty (30) days from the date of application.  If so, stop here.  Otherwise, go on.




18.
Determine who in the assistance unit is a mandatory referral to the Case Management Agency.




19.
Refer the appropriate refugee to the local Case Management Agency.




20.
Authorize assistance to the refugee.




21.
For Soviet Jewish Refugees, complete a referral to the Resource unit for possible recovery from the sponsor in the following situations:

· the sponsoring organization is not meeting the financial needs of the refugee in accordance with the terms of the MOU; or

· the recipient has received a contribution from the sponsor which was not considered in the eligibility determination.




22.
If possible, include a copy of the MOU with you referral to the Resource unit which may be available from the refugee or resettlement agency.  If the MOU is unavailable, include as much information as possible regarding the provisions of that agreement.

