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A.
Interest in a Cause of Action




If the assistance unit, or the parent of a dependent child who is a member of an assistance unit, has an interest in a cause of action, the Department's claim is equal to the lesser of the following amounts:





1.
the total amount of financial assistance paid by the Department to or on behalf of the unit; or





2.
fifty percent of the net proceeds received by the assistance unit after the unit has paid all expenses connected with the cause of action.




B.
Interest in a Decedent Estate




If the assistance unit has an interest in a decedent estate, the Department's claim is equal to the lesser of the following amounts:





1.
the total amount of financial assistance paid by the Department to or on behalf of the unit; or





2.
fifty percent of the distribution of the estate received by the assistance unit.




C.
Limitation to Recovery




1.
If an individual under age 18 has an interest in a claim, the Department does not require the individual to assign his or her interest in the claim as a condition of AFDC eligibility.





2.
When computing the amount of the Department's claim against an individual, the Department does not consider any cash payments made to the individual under the AFDC program while the individual was less than 18 years of age.





3.
The Department does not recover a payment made to an AABD recipient for attorney's fees incurred during the successful appeal of a Social Security Administration decision to terminate SSI benefits (cross reference: Section 9000, Special Benefits).
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C.
Limitation To Recovery (continued)





4.
The Department makes no claim and applies no lien against payments received by an AFDC or AABD assistance unit from the following:






a.
Condominium Conversion Moving and Relocation Assistance Payment; or






b.
Court Ordered Retroactive Rent Abatement; or







c.
Security Deposit Refund; or






d.
AABD benefits paid to residents of long term care facilities, but only when the assistance unit requests discontinuance of benefits within 10 days after receipt of their initial issuance.

