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A.
Disqualification
    


1.
An individual is disqualified from participating in the AFDC or Food 
Stamp program if:

        



a.
a court determines that he or she is guilty of intentional recipient error or grants the individual accelerated rehabilitation; or

        



b.
a determination of an intentional recipient error is made by an
Administrative Disqualification Hearing official; or

        



c.
the individual signs a waiver of rights to an Administrative Disqualification Hearing.





2.
An individual is also disqualified from participating in the food stamp program if:






a.
the individual is found by a court to have purchased illegal drugs with food stamps.






b.
the individual is found by a court to have purchased firearms, ammunition, or explosives with food stamps.






c.
the individual is convicted of trafficking in food stamp benefits of $500 or more.

        



d.
the individual is found to have made a fraudulent statement or representation with respect to identity and residence in order to receive multiple benefits simultaneously.




B.
Length of Disqualification




1.
AFDC










The length of the disqualification period is determined as follows:






a.
The Department uses the length specified by the court order if a court specifies a period of disqualification;

        



b.
When the court does not specify a period of disqualification, the Department determines the length of the disqualification based upon the individual's previous history of offenses for intentional recipient error as follows:
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B.
1.
b.
Length of Disqualification  (continued)

        




(1)
for the first offense on or after October 1, 1992, the length of disqualification is six months;







(2)
for the second offense on or after October 1, 1992, twelve months; and 







(3)
for the third offense on or after October 1, 1992, the disqualification is permanent.  





2.
Food Stamps





a.
If the intentional recipient error occurred prior to August 1, 1984:







(1)
the length of the disqualification period is governed by the   policy in effect at the time the error occurred;







(2)
regardless of the number of intentional recipient errors that occurred, for the purpose of determining the length of disqualification for errors occurring after August 1, 1984, only one intentional recipient error is considered to have occurred prior to that date.






b.
If the intentional recipient error occurred on or after August 1, 1984, the length of the disqualification period is determined as follows:







(1)
The length of disqualification is the length specified by the court order if a court specifies a period of disqualification.







(2)
When the court order does not specify a period of disqualification, the Department determines the length of the disqualification based upon the individual's previous history of intentional recipient error as follows:

       





(a)
for the first offense, the length of disqualification is one year;








(b)
for the second offense, two years; and








(c)
for the third offense, the disqualification is permanent.
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B.
2.
Length of Disqualification  (continued)









c.
If the individual is found by a court to have purchased illegal drugs with food stamps the disqualification period is determined as follows:







(1)
for the first such finding, two years.







(2)
for the second such finding, the disqualification is permanent.

d. If the individual is found by a court to have purchased firearms, ammunition, or explosives with food stamps, the disqualification is permanent upon the first such finding.

e. If an individual is found guilty of trafficking in food stamp benefits of $500 or more, the disqualification is permanent upon the first such finding.






f.
If the individual is found to have made a fraudulent statement or representation with respect to identity and residence in order to receive multiple benefits simultaneously, the disqualification is for a period of ten years.




C.
Effective Date of Disqualification




1.
An individual participating in the AFDC and/or Food Stamp program at the time of the finding of intentional recipient error is disqualified from participation effective:






a.
the date specified by the court order; or






b.
no later than 45 days from the court order if the court does not specify the date; or






c.
the month following the month the written notification of the Administrative Disqualification Hearing decision is mailed to the individual.





2.
If the individual who is disqualified is not otherwise eligible for the program at the time the disqualification period is to begin, the penalty is imposed as if the individual were eligible.





3.
The period of disqualification, once it becomes effective, runs continuously without interruption for the length of the disqualification period regardless of other eligibility factors.

PRIVATE 
CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICEStc  \l 1 "CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES"

UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date: 10-1-92 

Transmittal:  UP-96-17
7050.30 page 4

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Benefit Error
POLICY

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:
AFDC


Administrative Disqualification Hearings





FS


_______________________________________________________________



Subject:













Disqualification Penalties

______________________________________________________________________________
7550.30 
D.
Effect of Disqualified Individual on Assistance Unit




1.
The assistance unit affected by the disqualified individual is the unit which the disqualified individual was in when disqualified, unless the individual applies for benefits in another assistance unit, in which case the current unit is affected.





2.
The assistance unit so affected is subject to recoupment action by the Department, as described in Section 7030 or 7045, regardless of the unit's present eligibility for benefits.





3.
The treatment of income and assets of a disqualified individual with respect to the eligibility determination of the affected assistance unit is described in Sections 5020 and 4025 respectively.



    
E.
Federal Registry of Disqualified Individuals - Food Stamps Only 





1.
An individual disqualified for intentional recipient error is disqualified from participating in the Food Stamp program regardless of where convicted.





2.
In order to ensure that disqualified individuals do not participate, a federal registry of disqualified individuals is maintained.





3.
The Department notifies the federal registry of any individual disqualified from the Food Stamp program in Connecticut.





4.
The Department does not allow any disqualified individual listed in the federal registry to participate in the Connecticut Food Stamp program during the disqualification period.

