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Allotment



An allotment is the dollar amount representing the total value of food stamp benefits an assistance unit is authorized to receive during a month or other specified period.




Benefit Expiration Date



The benefit expiration date is the last day of the period of intended use of a check.




Cash Payment



A cash payment is a monetary benefit issued to or on behalf of an assistance unit in check form or deposited into a financial institution via an electronic benefit distribution system.  




Certified Assistance Unit



A certified assistance unit is an assistance unit that has been determined eligible to receive benefits from the Department.  Certification may be for a current or past period of time.




Corrective Payment



A corrective benefit is assistance which the Department provides to or on behalf of an assistance unit as an adjustment for an underpayment of cash, medical or Food Stamp benefits, or refunds owed to the assistance unit. 




Debit Card



The debit card is a magnetically coded swipe card used to access benefits from an EBT account in a financial institution. 
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Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) Voucher



An EBT voucher is a paper form available from United States Department of Agriculture Food and Consumer Service certified merchant and retail establishments used in place of Point of Sale devices to purchase eligible food items. 




Electronic Benefit Distribution 



Electronic Benefit Distribution can be either an Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) system or an Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) system of issuing clients' public assistance benefits.    




Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) Account



An Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) account is an account in a financial institution into which the Department of Social Services deposits cash and food stamp benefits.  The clients access their benefits from these accounts through the use of Department-issued debit cards.




Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) System



An EBT system is a system in which clients' benefits are deposited into an EBT account in a financial institution determined by the Department of Social Services. 




Electronic Data Processing Cutoff Date



The electronic data processing (EDP) cutoff date is the last day within any month by which an action can be entered into an automated computer system in order to effect a change in the next issuance cycle.




Electronic Fund Transfer (EBT) Account



An electronic fund transfer account is a client's personal checking or savings account into which the Department of Social Services directly deposits a client's cash benefits.
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Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) System 




An EFT system is a system in which clients' public assistance benefits are directly deposited into their personal checking or savings account.




Expunged Benefits



Expunged benefits are cash and food stamp benefits that are removed from an EBT account 270 days after they were deposited if there were no withdrawals from the account during that time.




Issuance Cycle



An issuance cycle is the standard interval at which benefits for current on-going needs are issued to eligible assistance units.




Issuance Date



The issuance date is the day of a month that a benefit check, notice or other item is mailed or made available for pickup in a DSS office.  For assistance units receiving benefits through an electronic distribution system, the date of issuance will be the actual date the benefits are available in financial institutions and can be accessed through a bank teller or through the use of electronically coded cards. 




Mutilated Benefits



A mutilated benefit is a check, debit card or medical eligibility card that has been improperly manufactured or damaged in an event other than a disaster to such an extent that it cannot be used.




Point of Banking Terminal



A point of banking (POB) terminal is a point of sale device located in banks to allow bank customers to swipe a magnetic debit card to access their account.  The POB differs from an ATM in that customers may receive an odd amount of money from a POB terminal. 
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Protective Payee



A protective payee is an individual designated by the Department to receive and discharge cash benefits on behalf of an assistance unit in which he or she is neither a member nor a guardian or caretaker relative.




Protective Payment



A protective payment is a type of restricted payment that is issued on behalf of an assistance unit to a protective payee who is interested in or concerned with the welfare of the assistance unit.




Restricted Payment



A restricted payment is a third party payment issued on behalf of an assistance unit to a vendor or to a protective payee.




Scheduled Payment



A scheduled payment is a cash, medical or food stamp assistance payment that is issued on a recurring basis at monthly or semi-monthly intervals, and which contains benefits for current on-going needs.




Supplemental Payment



A supplemental payment is a cash, medical or food stamp assistance payment which is issued apart from an assistance unit's regularly scheduled assistance payment on an as needed basis.




Vendor



A vendor is an individual, corporation or other organization that provides goods, services or other items in exchange for compensation.




Vendor Payment



A vendor payment is a type of restricted payment issued on behalf of an assistance unit to a third party vendor.

 

