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Income eligibility for the FS program is determined either through the use of FS gross and applied income tests or through meeting the eligibility requirements for TFA (including diversion assistance), AFDC, AABD, GA, SAGA, refugee assistance or SSI.




A.
Gross Income Eligibility Test




1.
The Gross Income Eligibility test is used for all units except those which:






a.
include one or more persons who are elderly or disabled; or






b.
are categorically eligible for FS benefits.





2.
When the Gross Income Test is used, the assistance unit's gross monthly income is compared to a limit which is equal to 130% of the Food Stamp Applied Income Limit (FSAIL) for the number of persons in the needs group:






a.
If the unit's total gross income exceeds the standard, the unit is not eligible for Food Stamps benefits.






b.
If the unit's gross income equals or is less than the limit, the unit's applied income is then subjected to the Applied Income Test.




B.
Applied Income Eligibility Test




1.
Income eligibility is determined on the basis of the assistance unit's total monthly applied income:






a.
including those units which are not subjected to the Gross Income Eligibility Test; and






b.
excluding those units which are considered categorically eligible for FS benefits.
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B.
Applied Income Eligibility Test (continued)





2.
The unit's total monthly applied income is compared to an amount equivalent to the Food Stamp Applied Income Limit for the respective unit size:






a.
If the total applied income exceeds the FSAIL, the unit is not eligible for Food Stamps benefits;






b.
If the total applied income equals or is less than the FSAIL, the unit is eligible.




C.
Categorical Eligibility Test




Those assistance unit's which qualify as categorically eligible are not subjected to gross or applied income eligibility tests.

