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Income-in-kind is excluded from consideration as income in determining eligibility and calculating benefits except when provided through General Assistance.




AFDC, AABD and Medicaid




When an item of need is provided to the assistance unit in return for the performance of services by the unit, the value of the item is treated as earned income and is not considered income-in-kind.




Food Stamps




Income-in-kind is excluded from consideration as income in determining eligibility and determining benefits.




AABD and MAABD



A. General Rules





1.
In-kind income not otherwise excluded as described below is counted in the gross income eligibility test, but is disregarded in the calculation of applied income with respect to the determination of eligibility and benefit amount.





2.
In-kind income is excluded if provided under:






a.
a federal, state or local government program whose purpose is to provide medical care or services (including vocational rehabilitation).  Food, clothing and shelter are in-kind items which may be excluded under this provision; or  






b.
a nongovernmental program whose purpose is to provide medical care, medical services or social services.  Food, clothing and shelter are not excluded under this provision; or






c.
a federal, state or local government program whose purpose is to provide social services (including vocational rehabilitation).  Food, clothing and shelter are in-kind items which may be excluded under this provision.  The exclusion does not apply if the in-kind income is received in return for a service that the individual performs.  




3.
The Department uses the current fair market value of in-kind unearned CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
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A.
3.
income to determine its value, except in situations described below.





4.
In-kind support and maintenance is any food, clothing or shelter given to the individual or paid for on behalf of the individual by someone else.






a.
Shelter includes room, rent, mortgage payments, real property taxes, heating fuel, gas, electricity, water, sewerage and garbage collection services.






b.
An individual is not considered to be receiving in-kind support and maintenance in the form of room or rent if he or she is paying the amount charged under a business arrangement, as explained below.






c.
A business arrangement exists if the individual pays to the person providing the shelter a flat fee representing the individual's fair share of the total shelter costs.







(1)
The provider of the shelter must state that the amount charged is pursuant to a business arrangement.  







(2)
This amount does not have to represent the individual's pro rata share of the household's total operating costs.    




B.
One-Third Reduction Rule





1.
The value of in-kind income received in the form of support and maintenance (consisting of food, clothing or shelter) is computed to be one-third of the maximum SSI benefit for a single individual living alone if the individual:




a.
lives in the household of another person (excluding spouse, minor child, parent or someone whose income is deemed to the individual) for a full calendar month except for temporary absences; and 




b.
receives both food and shelter from that other person.



2.
An individual is considered to be living in his or her own household, and not in the household of another person, if:
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B.
2.
a.
the individual (or spouse living with the individual, or deemor) has an ownership interest or life use in the home; or






b.
the individual (or spouse living with the individual, or deemor) is responsible for payment of all or part of the rental charges; or






c.
the individual lives in a noninstitutional care situation described in  part C; or






d.
the individual pays at least a pro rata share of the household's  operating expenses described in part C; or






e.
all members of the household receive any of the public income  maintenance payments listed in part C.




 
3.
With respect to situations described in paragraph 1, the individual is considered temporarily absent if he or she:






a.
was living in the other person's household for at least one full calendar month prior to the absence; and






b.
intends to, and does, return to the household in the same calendar month in which he or she leaves, or in the next month; or






c.
leaves the household to enter a medical care facility that receives Medicaid payments for his or her care, if he or she intends to return to the household.  In this case, the absence is considered temporary regardless of the length of stay in the facility.




 
 4.
In-kind support and maintenance received only during a temporary absence is excluded. 




  
5.
If the individual's in-kind income is counted as described in paragraph 1, the Department excludes any other in-kind support and maintenance the individual receives.




C.
Presumed Value Rule





1.
Except as provided below, the value of in-kind income received in the form of support and maintenance (consisting of food, clothing or shelter) is presumed to be one-third of the maximum SSI benefit for a single individual living alone if the individual lives:
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C.
1.
a.
in the household of another person (excluding spouse, minor child, parent or someone whose income is deemed to the individual) and does not receive both food and shelter from that other person; or






b.
in his or her own household, as described in part B; or






c.
in a nonmedical institution including any:







(1)
public nonmedical institution if the individual is there for less than a full calendar month; or







(2)
public or private nonprofit educational or vocational training institution; or







(3)
private nonprofit retirement home or similar institution responsible for the individual's full support and maintenance or where someone else pays for the individual's support and maintenance; or 







(4)
for-profit institution where someone else pays for the individual's support and maintenance. 





2.
The individual may refute the presumed value rule by showing that the current market value of any support and maintenance received, minus any payment the individual makes for it, is less than the presumed value.  In such a case, the Department counts the current market value of the in-kind support and maintenance received, or the actual amount someone else pays for the individual's support and maintenance.





3.
An individual living in a noninstitutional care situation described in paragraph 4 is not receiving in-kind support and maintenance if he or she pays the rate that the placing agency establishes.  If the individual pays less than the established rate and the difference is paid by someone else, the presumed value rules apply, unless:






a.
the in-kind income is provided by a public or private agency providing social services, and is excluded as described in part A; or






b.
the in-kind income consists of an assistance payment based on need and is wholly funded by the State or one of its political 
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C.
3.
b.
subdivisions, and is therefore excluded.  





4.
An individual lives in a noninstitutional care situation if:






a.
he or she is placed by a public or private agency under a specific program such as foster or family care; and






b.
the placing agency is responsible for his or her care; and






c.
the individual is in a private household (not an institution) which is licensed or approved by the placing agency to provide care; and






d.
the individual, a public agency or someone else pays for the individual's care.





5.
In the case of an individual paying his or her pro rata share of household operating expenses described in paragraph 6 but receiving food, clothing or shelter from someone outside the household, the value of such support and maintenance is computed using presumed value rules. However, the individual is considered not to be receiving in-kind support and maintenance from anyone else in the household.





6.
The individual's pro rata share of household operating expenses is computed by dividing such expenses (consisting of expenditures for food, rent, mortgage, property taxes, heating fuel, gas, electricity, water, sewerage and garbage collection service) by the number of persons in the household, regardless of age.





7.
In the case of an individual living in a household in which all household members are receiving public assistance payments as described in paragraph 8 but receiving food, clothing or shelter from someone outside the household, the value of such support and maintenance is computed using presumed value rules.  However, the individual  is considered not to be receiving in-kind support and maintenance from any of the household members. 





8.
Public assistance payments consist of any payments made under:






a.
Title IV-A of the Social Security Act; or






b.
Title XVI of the Social Security Act; or






c.
Refugee Act of 1980 (those payments based on need); or   
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C.
8.
d.
Disaster Relief Act of 1974; or






e.
General assistance programs of the Bureau of Indian Affairs; or




f.      State or local government assistance programs based on need; or




g.   U.S. Veterans Administration programs (those payments based on need).



  9.
If an individual is living in a nonprofit retirement home or similar institution described in paragraph 10 which is responsible to provide his or her full support and maintenance or where someone else pays for it, the presumed value rule applies.  The rule does not apply if:




a.
the home, institution or nonprofit organization is not responsible for providing the individual's full support and maintenance; and




b.
the home, institution or nonprofit organization receives no payment for the individual's support and maintenance, or receives payment from another nonprofit organization.



10.
A nonprofit retirement home or similar institution is a nongovernmental institution which is, or is controlled by, a private nonprofit organization and which provides the individual neither with services which are (or could be) covered under Medicaid, nor with educational or vocational training.  The institution is nonprofit if tax exempt and described under section 501 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  The institution is responsible for the individual's full support and maintenance if there is either a legally enforceable written contract or set of membership rules stating that the institution:






a.
will provide at least all of the individual's food and shelter needs; and

           b.      does not require any current or future payment for that food and shelter.                     A lump sum prepayment for lifetime care is not a current payment.
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C.
11.
An individual living in a nonmedical for-profit institution and paying or legally indebted for the amount accepted by that institution as payment in full is not receiving in-kind support and maintenance.  The presumed value rule does not apply unless someone else pays for the individual.




D.
In-Kind Support and Maintenance for Couples





1.
A married couple living in the household of another person for an entire month and receiving food and shelter from that person is considered to have unearned income in an amount equal to one-third of the maximum SSI benefit for a couple.





2.
A married couple subject to the presumed value rules as described in part C is considered to have unearned income in an amount equal to one-third of the maximum SSI benefit for a couple, unless the couple demonstrates that the current market value of the support and maintenance is less than the presumed value. 




E.
 In-Kind Support and Maintenance and Deeming





 1.
An individual living in the household of his or her spouse, parent or other deemor (such as sponsor) and receiving food and shelter from that person is not subject to the one-third reduction rule described in part B.  




 
2.
An individual living in the household of another person and subject to the one-third reduction rule described in part B is also subject to the deeming rules if a deemor is also living in the same household.




 
3.
An individual living in the household of a deemor is not subject to the presumed value rule described in part C with respect to any support and maintenance provided by the deemor.  However, any food, clothing or shelter the individual receives from another source is in-kind income and is valued using the presumed value rules.  



