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A.
AFDC and FMA Programs




1.
Use of the Disregard





The total amount of child support payments made by an absent parent towards the current month's need, whether paid through the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement or directly by the absent parent is subject to the child support disregard:






a.
voluntary payments not made pursuant to a formal agreement are also subject to the disregard;






b.
payments, or any portion of payments, which are made towards an arrearage are not subject to the disregard;






c.
the child support disregard payment will either be issued to the recipient in the form of a check or deposited into an account in a financial institution by DSS when the payments are collected by the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement.





2.
Eligibility Determination





The total amount of existing child support payments made toward the current month's need, after the child support disregard is subtracted is added to all other applied income when determining the unit's eligibility, regardless of whether it is received by the unit or collected by DSS.





3.
Calculation of Benefits - AFDC





a.
After the appropriate disregard is subtracted, child support payments received prior to the month in which the Assignment of Support Rights agreement takes effect are counted as unearned income in calculating the amount of assistance;
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3.
Calculation of Benefits - AFDC  (continued)




b.
Child support payments made in any month in which the Assignment of Support Rights agreement is in effect are:

 



(1)
made directly to the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement; or





(2)
turned over to the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement if received directly by the assistance unit; and 





(3)
not counted as income in calculating benefits.



4.
Effective Date of Child Support Assignment



The effective date of the Assignment of Support Rights is the first day of the month following the month in which assistance is granted.



5.
Disqualified Persons



a.
Child support payments directly received by a unit member who has been disqualified for failure to comply with support requirements are counted as income for the assistance unit.




b.
The child support payments above are treated as new income for the assistance unit in respect to determining eligibility and calculating benefits.

    


c.
Child support payments received by a person disqualified for a reason other than failure to comply with support requirements are subject to the child support disregard.
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B.
Food Stamps




1.
Child support received from absent parents directly by members of a Food Stamps assistance unit who are also members of an AFDC unit is counted as unearned income, whether or not it is subject to collection pursuant to an assignment of support rights involving the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement.





2.
Child support payments actually paid directly to the DSS Bureau of Child Support Enforcement on behalf of members of AFDC and Food Stamps assistance units are excluded from consideration as income.





3.
Child support payments received from absent parents by members of a Food Stamps assistance unit who are not members of an AFDC unit are counted as unearned income in determining eligibility and calculating benefits.





4.
Support payments made by members of a Food Stamps assistance unit to someone outside the unit are:






a.
not deducted from the payor's income; and






b.
counted as unearned income to the assistance unit of the persons receiving the payment if that person is receiving Food Stamps.

