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Determine whether any assistance unit member is eligible for a medical deduction.




MEDICAL EXPENSES ANTICIPATED FOR CERTIFICATION PERIOD



1.
Explain that elderly or disabled assistance unit members can choose to have medical expenses treated in one of the following ways:





(
averaged over the certification period based on an estimate of anticipated medical expenses. 





(
reported and verified on a monthly basis.





(
reported whenever total medical expenses exceed $25 during the certification period.




2.
Determine that the estimate of medical expenses is reasonable by examining the following information:





( 
the unit member's medical condition.





(
the unit member's medical insurance coverage.





(
the current verified medical expenses incurred by the member.




3.
If the assistance unit chooses to have anticipated medical expenses averaged, determine the length of the certification period.




4.
If the certification period is equal to or less than twelve months: 





(
divide the total anticipated cost by the number of months in the certification period.  Enter the result as type "RE" on the FS Medical Expense Screen. 





(
explain that the assistance unit is only required to report changes in medical expenses that had not been anticipated in the estimate.
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5.
If the certification period is twenty-four months:






(
divide the total anticipated medical costs for a twelve month period by 12.  Enter the result as "RE" on the FS Medical Expense screen. 






(
explain that for the remaining months of the certification period the assistance unit must either: 







*
provide a new estimate of anticipated medical expenses; or







*
report and verify medical expenses on a monthly basis or whenever total medical expenses exceed $25 during the remainder of the period.  





ACTUAL ONE-TIME MEDICAL EXPENSES




1.
If the certification period is twelve months or less, divide the expense by the number of months remaining in the certification period.  Enter the result as "RE" on the FS Medical Expense screen.





2.
If the certification period is twenty-four months and the medical expense is a one-time expense that has occurred in the first 12 month subperiod:






(
divide the expense by the number of months remaining in the first 12-month subperiod.  Enter the result as "RE" on the FS Medical Expense screen (FSME).






(
explain that the assistance unit is only required to report changes in medical expenses that had not been anticipated in the estimate.





3.
If the certification period is twenty-four months and the medical expense is a one-time expense occurring in the second 12-month subperiod:






(
divide the expense by the number of months remaining in the second 12-month subperiod.  Enter the result as "RE" on the FSME screen.






(
explain that the assistance unit is only required to report changes in medical expenses that had not been anticipated in the estimate.
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CHANGES IN MEDICAL EXPENSES THAT ARE DISCOVERED FROM A SOURCE OTHER THAN THE HOUSEHOLD




Changes in medical expenses that are discovered from a source other than the household should be treated as follows:





1.
Changes that can be verified without contacting the household for further information or verification should be acted upon.





2.
Changes that cannot be verified without contacting the household should not be acted upon until the household's recertification.

