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4505.10
A.
Provisions




1.
The Department recognizes certain essential expenses as need requirements in the cash assistance programs.





2.
Needs vary:






a.
by program; and






b.
according to the circumstances of a particular assistance unit.





3.
Needs include:






a.
the standard of need which is considered common to all assistance units within the same program category; and






b.
special needs that relate to the specific needs of a particular assistance unit.





4.
For AFDC:






a.
The standard of need is used in the applied income test;






b.
The standard of need plus special needs are used in the gross income test and when determining the period of ineligibility when the assistance unit is in receipt of a lump sum. 





5.
For AABD:






a.
The sum of the standard of need and special needs:







(1)
is rounded down to the next lower whole dollar; and







(2)
equals the total need requirement of the assistance unit.






b.
Applied income is always compared to the total needs when determining income eligibility and the amount of assistance.





6.
The Department recognizes only those needs for which a standard has been established in this section.
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4505.10
B.
Budgeting Needs




1.
In order to be considered in the determination of eligibility or benefit level, a need must have been incurred:







a.
in or following the month of application; and






b.
while the assistance unit is living in the State of Connecticut.





2.
Expenses incurred prior to the month of application or while an assistance unit is living out of state are not considered when budgeting needs.





3.
For the purpose of budgeting, a need is considered to have been incurred when a service is performed or when an assistance unit becomes liable for the need expense.





4.
The standard of need and recurrent special needs are budgeted monthly on an ongoing basis.





5.
Nonrecurrent special needs are budgeted in the month assistance is requested for the cost of the special need, even if payment is provided by the Department in a subsequent month.





6.
When information is received that an assistance unit has an increase in needs, the Department will increase benefits effective the later of the following:






a.
the first day of the month in which needs increased; or






b.
the first day of the month preceding the month in which the Department received information that needs increased.




C.
Determining Special Needs




Eligibility for special needs must be determined at the following times:





1.
When a verbal or written statement is received by the department, requesting a specific special need; or





2.
When the department is presented with information that allows an eligibility determination to be made for a special need item.

