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1.
If an assistance unit owns non-home property, inform the unit of the Department's policy concerning non-home property, including the security mortgage and lien requirements.




2.
Refer the case to the Resources Unit, which:





(
computes the unit's equity in the home; and





(
makes sure the unit is making a good-faith effort to sell; and





(
obtains a security mortgage, or places a lien, if required.




3.
Do not authorize benefits on behalf of the unit unless the Resource Unit reports that the unit has complied with the procedural requirements listed in policy.




4.
If the unit is applying for or receiving benefits under the AABD or MAABD programs, including Qualified Medicare Beneficiary or a Specified Low Income Medicare Beneficiary, exclude the non-home property for as long as the unit is making a good-faith effort to sell the property.




5.
Under the AFDC and FMA programs, find out whether or not the assistance unit has already used its exclusion period for non-home property, as described in policy.  If it has, consider the property as a counted asset.  If not, see step 6.




6.
Exclude the assistance unit's equity in non-home property for the number of months described in policy.  





(
Begin the exclusion period according to the conditions described in policy.  





(
If the unit has previously used part of its exclusion for non-home property, exclude the property for the number of "free" months remaining to the unit.




7.
Remember that the assistance unit must be making a bona fide effort to sell the property.




8.
At the time assistance is authorized, inform the unit that the exclusion of non-home property will end as of the appropriate date.
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9.
If an individual applying for or receiving MAABD leaves his or her home and enters a long-term care facility, consider the home to be non-home property if:

· there are no relatives as described in policy who are lawfully residing in the home; and

· the individual cannot reasonably be expected to return to the home.

10. 
For an individual who applies on or after January 1, 2006, with an equity interest   in his or her home of greater than $828,000, consider the individual ineligible for   the payment of nursing facility and other long-term care services unless any of        the following persons is lawfully residing in the home:

  a.       the individual’s spouse; or





b.      the individual’s child who is under 21; or





c.      the individual’s child who is considered blind or disabled under the criteria                                         
for SSI eligibility.

The excess home equity limit is $828,000 effective January 1, 2015- December 31, 2015, $814,000 effective January 1, 2014- December 31, 2014, 802,000 effective  January 1, 2013 -  December 31, 2013, $786,000  Effective January 1, 2012 - December 31, 2012 and $758,000 January 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011.
11.   Disregard equity limit in step 10 if:

a. the individual can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Department,       they cannot obtain a reverse mortgage, home equity loan                           or similar instrument; or

b. the individual is eligible for a Long-Term Care Insurance disregard in an    amount greater than or equal to the amount of home equity in excess of       $828,000, plus the amount of any other counted assets.
   
 

 





12.
Waive application of the home equity provision if the denial of payment of            nursing facility and other long-term care services would result in an undue            hardship.




13.   Notify the individual in writing that a lien is being placed against all his or her                                 real property if the individual is institutionalized, as described in step 9.
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14.   Refer to Section 1570 if:

· the individual contests the Department’s decision to place a lien against the property; and

· the Department’s decision regarding the lien is based on a finding that the





         individual cannot reasonably be expected to return home.








15.   Notify the Resources Unit to remove the lien, if one has been placed against the                                  property, if:

· the Fair Hearing decision upholds the individual; or

· the individual returns to the home.





16.  Consider property described in step 9 to be home property under the conditions                                  described in step 15.

