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1.
Except as described below, exclude the value of home property for as long as the assistance unit maintains the home as principal residence.




2.
If the assistance unit leaves the home, determine whether the absence is temporary and whether the unit intends to return.




3.
Consider the property as home property as long as the assistance unit intends to return.




AFDC and AABD



1.
Inform the assistance unit of the Department's lien policy for home property.




2.
When granting assistance, send a referral to the Resource Unit for implementation of the lien policy if the assistance unit owns home property.





(
For AFDC cases, indicate when the unit will have received four cumulative months of assistance.





(
For AABD cases, indicate the effective date of the award.




MA  



1.
If the individual owns home property and enters a long-term care facility, continue to exclude the property as long as a relative specified in policy is lawfully residing in the home.  This is true regardless of whether the individual can reasonably be expected to return home.




2.
If the individual owns home property and enters a long-term care facility, and there is no relative lawfully residing in the home, determine whether the individual can reasonably be expected to return home by using the criteria described in policy.




3.
If the individual can reasonably be expected to return home, exclude the property as home property.


CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES


UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  1-1-14

        
           Transmittal:  UP-14-01
P-4030.20 page 2

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Treatment of Assets
PROCEDURES

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:



Treatment of Specific Types






MA

_______________________________________________________________



Subject:













Home Property

______________________________________________________________________________

P-4030.20
MA (continued)




4.
Set a tickler for six months from the later of the following dates to reassess the individual's expectation to return home:





(
effective date of assistance; or





(
date of the individual's admission to the long-term care facility.





See step 6.




5.
If the individual cannot reasonably be expected to return home, consider the property to be non-home property.  Stop here, and follow the procedures describing the treatment of non-home property contained in this chapter.




6.
Review the case every six months, or more frequently, if necessary, to reassess the individual's expectation to return to the home.




7.
Continue to exclude the home as home property as long as the individual can reasonably be expected to return home.




8.
If the individual cannot reasonably be expected to return home, refer to the  procedures describing the treatment of non-home property.




MA – Effect of Substantial Home Equity on Payments for Nursing Facility and Other                       Long-Term Care Services for Applications Made on or after 1/1/06




1.
An individual with an equity interest in their home of less than or equal to $814,000. See steps 1-8 above.

2.   Consider an individual with an equity interest in their home of greater than             $814,000 ineligible for the payment of nursing facility and other long-term care      services unless any of the following persons is lawfully residing in the home:

  a.
the individual’s spouse; or

b. the individual’s child who is under 21; or

c. the individual’s child who is considered blind or disabled under the criteria for SSI eligibility.
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3.
Disregard equity limit in step 2 if:
  a.  the individual can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Department,                      that they cannot obtain a reverse mortgage, home equity loan                                or similar instrument; or

                             b.  the individual is eligible for a Long-Term Care Insurance disregard in an                                        amount greater than or equal to the amount of home equity in excess of                                          $814,000, plus the amount of any other counted assets.




4.
Consider an individual with an equity interest in his or her home of more than      $814,000 to be ineligible for the payment of nursing facility and other long-term care services and take the following steps:





a.
grant assistance under an L01 or L99 AU and enter LTC payment authorization date of 12/31/60 on the INST screen to ensure denial of LTC services; 




b.
add text to the notice explaining the denial of LTC payments due to the equity interest in the home exceeding $814,000. Advise the individual to contact his or her worker if the equity is reduced below $814,000 or if he or she is unable to access the equity in the home using a reverse annuity mortgage, home equity loan or similar instrument;   





c.
review the equity interest in the home at each redetermination, if the equity interest is less than $814,000, enter LTC payment authorization date equal to the day the equity interest became less than or equal to $814,000 and follow steps 1-8 above;




d.
If the individual verifies that he or she cannot access the equity in the home, disregard the home equity.

5.
Waive application of the home equity provision if the denial of payment of              
nursing facility and other long-term care services would result in an undue              
hardship.




6.
For individuals granted eligibility based on applications made on or after January         


1, 2006, review the equity requirement at the time of their first redetermination.

