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3515.25
A.
Claim of Good Cause


An applicant or recipient may claim good cause for not cooperating in either pursuing support or in paternity actions when it is not in the best interests of the individuals involved.



B.
Basis for Claims



Circumstances considered sufficient basis for claiming good cause include the following:




1.
anticipation of serious physical harm, or emotional harm to:





a.
an applicant or recipient; or





b.
the caretaker relative of an applicant or recipient child which is of such severity as to interfere with that person's ability to care for the child; or




2.
a child for whom support is sought was conceived as a result of incest or rape; or




3.
court proceedings for adoption of the child are pending; or




4.
a public or private agency has been working with a parent for less than three months in regard to releasing the child for adoption and there is a possibility of physical or emotional harm to the child or the child's caretaker relative.



C.
Time Limits



1.
A claimant is given an opportunity to establish the claim as follows:





a.
The claimant has 20 days in which to substantiate the claim of good cause;





b.
An extension may be granted in exceptional cases, when failure to obtain documentation is outside the claimant's control.
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D.
Time Limit (continued)




2.
The Department is responsible for acting on the claim as follows:





a.
Assistance is not delayed, denied or discontinued pending a decision on the claim;





b.
Within 45 days of the claim the Department must issue a decision in writing, unless obtaining documentary evidence is delayed for good reason.



E.
Decisions on Claims



1.
If the Department denies the claim of good cause the caretaker relative has three options:





a.
to cooperate and continue to receive assistance in which case the Department will pursue support through contact with the absent parent, or putative father;





b.
to have the entire case discontinued or to withdraw the application rather than have the Department contact the absent parent, or putative father;





c.
to be ineligible for AFDC and removed from the assistance unit in the determination of income and asset eligibility and the calculation of benefits.  (Cross reference:  5020 for method of payment for remainder of assistance unit).




2.
If the Department finds that there is good cause, the Department has two options:





a.
to continue to pursue paternity and/or support without the participation of the caretaker, if such action can be taken without risk of harm to the caretaker or child; or





b.
to cease paternity and/or support activity.

