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1.
Explore the possibility of unreported transfers by questioning the potential of ownership of the following in the "look back" period:





(
a house;





(
a car;





(
a savings account;





(
a checking account;





(
a trust, annuity or similar asset;





(
a lump-sum.




2.
Use the following guidelines in investigating savings accounts:





(
examine the savings accounts history during the "look back" period months;

·   question any withdrawals which appear to involve transfers that might            affect eligibility;

·   use prudent judgment in determining whether a withdrawal requires              verification, especially if the withdrawal occurred more than 36 months prior  to the   date of application;

·   accept reasonable explanations, especially if the individual was in good






health and not institutionalized at the time of the withdrawal;

(
as a general rule, be more accepting the lower the withdrawal amount  and the earlier the withdrawal date .

3. Use the following guidelines in investigating checking accounts:


(
examine checking account history during the "look back" period months;





(
establish the normal pattern of payment of expenses by looking at the checking account history for at least the 6 months prior to institutionalization and each month subsequent to institutionalization;





(
request further information about any withdrawals  which are not part of the normal pattern or appear questionable, regardless of when they occurred 
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3.
(continued)





        during the “look back” period;

· use prudent judgment in determining whether a withdrawal requires              verification; 

(
as a general rule, be more accepting the lower the withdrawal amount  and the earlier the withdrawal date;





(
accept reasonable explanations, especially if the individual was in good health and not institutionalized at the time of the withdrawal.




4.
Examine two or more transfers separately, unless the transfers occurred during the same month.

