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Some students must meet specific qualifications in addition to all other eligibility requirements in order to be eligible for Food Stamps.



A.
Unconditionally Qualified



Students who are otherwise eligible qualify if they are in:




1.
grade school; or




2.
secondary school; or




3.
on-the-job training programs; or




4.
a trade or technical school which does not qualify as an institution of higher education.





a.
Trade schools or vocational-technical schools are considered as institutions of higher education only for students enrolled for completion of curriculum requiring a high school diploma or the equivalent;





b.
A junior or community college is an institution of higher education whether or not it requires a high school diploma for admission.



B.
Students in Institutions of Higher Education



Students in institutions of higher education who are otherwise eligible qualify if they are any of the following:





1.
under 18 years of age or 50 years old or older;




2.
physically or mentally unfit;





3.
receiving benefits from Temporary Assistance for Needy Families;
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B.
Students in Institutions of Higher Education (continued)




4.
responsible for more than 50% of the support or care of a dependent member of the assistance unit who is under age 6, or age 6 or up to age 12 if adequate day care is not available.





a.
Care or support of a child refer to the major responsibility for physical care.





b.
When two or more adults in the home share the responsibility for support or care, the adult who provides the physical care for more hours than the other adult is the one who meets the student status eligibility requirement.




5.
enrolled less than half-time;




6.
enrolled half-time or more if:  

 
 
 

a.
participating in a federally financed work study program during the regular school year.  Qualification begins when the school term begins or the work study is approved, whichever is later.  Qualification ends on the last day of the month in which the school term ends if there is a break of at least a full month between school terms except when the student participates in work study during the break.  Qualification also ends if it becomes known the student has refused a work study assignment; or

b. employed a minimum of 20 hours per week and be paid for such  

         employment; or 





c.
self-employed a minimum of 20 hours per week with weekly earnings the equivalent of the Federal minimum wage multiplied by 20 hours;

7. assigned to or placed in the institution of higher education by

a. the Job Training Partnerships Act (JTPA) program; or

b. a program under section 236 of the Trade Act of 1974; or

c. a Food Stamp Employment and Training program ; or
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B.
7.    Students in Institutions of Higher Education (continued)

                                 d.     an employment and training program for low income households operated 

                                         by a State or local government where one or more components of the                                                  program’s level of effort is at least equivalent to a food stamp employment                                          and training program component. The level of effort should be                                                            comparable to spending approximately 12 hours a month for two months                                            making job contacts.      

8. A single parent enrolled full-time (as determined by the institution) and 

      responsible for the care of a dependent child under age 12 if:

      a.      only one natural, adoptive, or stepparent (regardless of marital status) is 

               in the same food stamp household as the dependent child; or

b. If no natural, adoptive, or stepparent is present in the same food stamp 

household as the dependent child, another full-time student in the food stamp household may qualify if the full-time student has parental control over the dependent child and is not living with their spouse.    

9. Enrolled as a result of participation in the Job Opportunities and Basic Skills 

                                  program under Title IV of the Social Security Act or its successor program.

3020.05
C.
Student Enrollment



1.
A student is considered enrolled in school no earlier than the first day of the school term.




2.
Normal vacations, holidays or recess do not interrupt student status.




3.
A student who graduates, is suspended, expelled, drops out or does not intend to register for the next normal school term (excluding summer school) loses student status.

