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In order to receive Food Stamp benefits, an individual must be either a citizen or an eligible non-citizen.



A.
Citizens



A citizen of the United States is any of the following:




1.
an individual born in the continental United States, Alaska or Hawaii;




2.
an individual born in an outlying United States territory which is:





a.
Guam;





b.
Virgin Islands;





c.
Puerto Rico;




3.
an individual administratively treated as a citizen by the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), such as, but not limited to those born in:





a.
American Samoa, including Swain's Islands;





b.
the Northern Mariana Islands;




4.
a naturalized citizen;




5.
a child under eighteen  years of age whose parents are citizens or who have been naturalized;




6.
an individual who meets a specific INS condition for citizenship as applicable, such as, but not limited to:





a.
an individual born in a foreign country when at least one parent is a United States citizen;





b.
a foreign-born spouse of a citizen;





c.
a foreign-born child adopted by a citizen.
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3005.06
B.
Eligible Non-Citizens





1. The following non-citizens are eligible:

a. an individual who is an American Indian born in Canada;

b.  an individual born outside the United States who is a member of an







Indian tribe under Section 450b(e) of the Indian Self-Determination







and Education Assistance Act;

                                        c.  an individual who is a member of the Hmong or Highland Laotian tribes                                              that helped the United States military during the Vietnam era, and who 

are legally living in the United States, and their spouses or surviving spouses and unmarried dependent children; 

d. an individual granted asylum under Section 208 of the Immigration and Nationality Act;






   e. an individual admitted as a refugee under Section 207 of the Immigration



and Nationality Act.;

f. an individual whose deportation is withheld under Section 243(h) or 

241(b)(3) of the Immigration and Nationality Act;

g. an individual who is a Cuban or Haitian entrant as defined in Section 501(e) of the Refugee Education Assistance Act of 1980;

h . an individual who is an Amerasian  immigrant under section 584 of the       Foreign Operations, Export Financing and Related Program                          Appropriations Act;






  i.    an individual who is a Lawful Permanent Resident with a military 


  
     



connection. The individual must be a veteran on active duty or a spouse 

 





or child of a veteran or active duty service number;

j. an individual who is a Lawful Permanent Resident who has earned, or can be credited with,  forty qualifying quarters of work;

k. an individual lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence and currently under age eighteen;
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3005.06
B.
Eligible Non-Citizens (continued)


l. an individual both lawfully admitted to the United States for

permanent residence and age sixty-five or older on or before August 22, 1996 

m. an individual lawfully admitted to the United States for

      permanent residence who is disabled or blind and a recipient of disability       or blindness benefits from Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social          Security Disability (SSD), a disability related Medicaid program, state           supplement or a total disability benefit from the Veteran’s                               Administration; or 

n. an individual lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent  residence age sixty-five or older in receipt of SSI who does not have a disability established by the Social Security Administration, may qualify if determined disabled by the Department. 

2. The following non-citizens are eligible when they are lawfully admitted to the United States and have resided in the United States for 5 years:

a. an individual who is a Lawful Permanent Resident;

b. an individual paroled into the United States for at least one year



                                  under Section 212(d)(5) of the Immigration and Naturalization Act;

c. an individual granted conditional entry under Section 203(a)(7)

     of the Immigration and Naturalization Act in effect prior to April 1,            1980; or

d.  an individual who is a battered spouse, battered child or parent of a child of a battered person with a petition pending under Section 204 (a)(1)(A) or (B) or 244(a)(3) of the Immigration and Naturalization Act.
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C.
Qualifying Quarters 

A qualifying quarter is one where coverage is credited under Title II of the Social Security Act through December 31, 1996.  Any qualifying quarter after December 





31, 1996 is one in which the applicant, spouse or parent did not receive any

Federal means-tested public benefits.  The following benefits are not considered to be Federal means-tested:





1.
Medicaid payment for an emergency medical condition;



2.
Short-term non-cash in-kind emergency disaster relief;



3.
Assistance or payments under the National School Lunch Act;

4.   Assistance or payments under the Child Nutrition Act of 1966;

5.   Public health assistance (not Medicaid) for immunizations with respect to         immunizable diseases and to testing and treatment of symptoms of                    communicable diseases whether or not such symptoms are caused by a             communicable disease;




6.
Services, or assistance from programs such as soup kitchens, crisis  counseling and intervention, and short-term shelter specified by the Attorney General of the United States in the Attorney General's sole and unreviewable discretion after consultation with appropriate Federal agencies and departments, which;






a. deliver in-kind services at the community level, including through public or private nonprofit agencies; and






b. do not condition the provision of assistance, the amount of assistance provided on the individual recipient's income or resources; and


       c.   are necessary for the protection of life or safety; 
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3005.06
C.
Qualifying Quarters  (continued)




7.
Payments for foster care and adoption assistance under parts B and E of Title IV of the Social Security Act for a parent or child who would be eligible to have such payments made on the child's behalf under such part, but only if the foster or adoptive parent or parents of such child is a qualified non-citizen who is:





a.
a non-citizen who is lawfully admitted for permanent residence under the Immigration and Nationality Act; or





b.
a non-citizen who is granted asylum under section 208 of such Act; or





c.
a refugee who is admitted to the United States under section 207 of such Act; or






d.
a non-citizen who is paroled into the United States under section 212 (d)(5) of such Act for a period of at least 1 year; or





e.
a non-citizen whose deportation is being withheld under section 243 (h) of such Act; or





f.
a non-citizen who is granted conditional entry pursuant to section 203 (a)(7) of such Act as was in effect prior to April 1, 1980;




8.
Student assistance from programs under titles IV, V, IX, and of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and Titles III, VII, and VIII of the Public Health Service Act.



 
9.
Benefits from means-tested programs under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965;
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3005.06
C.
Qualifying Quarters (continued)





10.    Benefits under the Head Start Act;




11.
Benefits under the Job Training Partnership Act.

