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1.
When making the determination of whether or not the absent parent is fulfilling the responsibilities of the parental role, consider whether the absence significantly interrupts or terminates the parents day-to-day functioning in the parental role.




2.
Start by finding out whether the duration of the absence is making it impossible to count on the parent to plan for the present care or support of the child.




3.
Find out how often and to what extent the absent parent is:





(
meeting the child's physical needs;





(
providing for the child's daily living expenses;





(
guiding the child as well as making major decisions for the child in such areas as:






(
diet;






(
personal hygiene;






(
peer contacts and leisure activities;






(
religious affiliation.




4.
From the information obtained, decide if the absent parent is providing care or support to the child on a continuous and predictable basis as provided for in policy.

