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The assistance unit must include certain individuals who are in the home, if they are not specifically excluded or ineligible to participate in the Food Stamp program.




A.
Those who are related as follows must be included in the assistance unit, except when the child or adult is a foster child or foster adult:





1.
a child under age 18 under the parental control of a member of the assistance unit;





2.
a spouse of a member of the assistance unit including any who presents himself or herself as a spouse;





3.
children ages 18 through 21 living with their parents.




B.
All others who buy food and prepare meals together for home consumption must be included in the assistance unit except those adults who are under the foster care of a unit member.




C.
A boarder who pays less than the equivalent of the Thrifty Food Plan for meals for the boarder group must be included in the assistance unit.  The Thrifty Food Plan amounts are determined by the USDA and are revised annually.  

