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October 1, 2008_ 

Claudette J. Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner


Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-08-21
SUBJECT:   Change in Name and Annual Increase in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Standards

This transmits revised UPM Procedures pages pursuant to recent changes to the Food Stamp Program made by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA). 

The first and most noteworthy change is that the program has a new name. Effective October 1, 2008, the Food Stamp Program will be called The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program or “SNAP”. We have updated the attached UPM pages to reflect that change and will update the remainder of the UPM as we make other changes. We will also be updating forms, notices, letters, our website, and everything else as soon as possible.

Other changes to SNAP taking effect October 1, 2008 are:

1. The minimum benefit amount is now $14.00 for one or two person households, an increase from $10.00.

2. All income limits have increased.  The charts showing the SNAP Applied Income Limit, the gross income limit (130% of SNAP Applied Income Limit), and 165% of the SNAP Applied Income Limit are revised accordingly.

3. All Thrifty Food Plan standards have increased.

4. The maximum shelter hardship deduction has increased to $431.00.

5. The standard deduction has increased to $144 for households of one, two, or three people, $147 for households of four people, $172 for households of five people and $197 for households with six or more people. 

6. The Utility Allowances have increased as follows:

Standard Utility Allowance (SUA)
$720.00


Limited Utility Allowance (LUA)

$316.00


The Telephone Utility Allowance (TUA) remains at $23.00.                                        
The EMS parameters for the income limits, Thrifty Food Plan (maximum benefit amounts), standard deduction amounts, minimum benefit, and maximum hardship were revised in EMS on August 8, 2008. All new applications and changes processed since that date apply the new standards for the October 1, 2008 issuance.  The SUA and LUA amounts were approved by FNS on September 8, 2008, and EMS parameters were updated that day. All new applications and changes processed since September 8 use the new SUA and LUA. A mass modification was done September 13, 2008 to apply all of the new standards to all active recipients for the October 1, 2008 benefit. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR UPDATING THE UPM:
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal may be recycled once the UPM has been updated.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE TEAM:  Food Stamp Unit - phone # (860) 424-5383.
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